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and research on the ongoing Syrian conflict, from its political, societal 
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strives to improve the performance of civil society, and to promote aware-
ness about democracy, equal citizenship and human rights. It forms one 
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Harmoon Observatory:

The Harmoon Observatory hires field monitors that report the most 
important changes in the actual conflict in Syria, from political, military, 
economic and societal aspects, from different regions and perspectives, 
in order to create up-to-date knowledge for researchers, and to provide 
decision makers with an understanding of the most significant develop-
ments.
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Summary of military and security observations 

For the second month in a row, the pace of military and security inci-
dents was down due to a decrease in the number of bombings and air 
raids by the army of the Syrian regime and the Russian forces in con-
junction with a decrease in the frequency of ISIS attacks. Meanwhile, 
clashes and shelling continued between factions of the National Army 
of the Syrian opposition and the Kurdish militias. Military preparations 
for an anticipated Turkish military operation also continued. No change 
was recorded in the map of influence of the various military forces, de-
spite the entry of a limited number of Syrian regime forces into the areas 
of control of the “Syrian Democratic Forces / SDF” militia dominated by 
the fighters of the Kurdish “People’s Protection Units” militia in Raqqa 
and the suburbs of Aleppo and Hasakah.

Groups of Russian forces and their mercenaries (Wagner) withdrew 
from their positions in Daraa and east of Homs to supply forces to the 
war in Ukraine.  Harmoon Center monitors observed that they were re-
placed by Iranian-backed militias who filled the vacuum created by the 
withdrawal. Meanwhile, the Turkish army escalated its attacks against 
members and leaders of SDF.

As for the areas under the control of the Syrian regime, security cha-
os continued in the south of Syria, especially in Suwayda and Daraa. 
Harmoon monitors recorded a decline in the operations of ISIS against 
members of the regime forces and the militias supporting it. For the third 
month in a row, the Israeli occupation army’s bombing operations in Syr-
ia witnessed a qualitative development when it targeted the runways of 
Damascus International Airport with two bombings in June rendering it 
out of service.

This report reviews the most prominent military and security events 
of June.
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American Forces in Syria

The US Army maintained many of its forces and positions in Syria. 
No unusual US military movements were recorded except for an air at-
tack launched by the US army on Tuesday June 28, in Idlib, in which Abu 
Hamza al-Yamani, a leader in the Guardians of Religion Organization 
and a jihadist close to al-Qaeda, was killed.

On June 9, American forces operating within the international coali-
tion carried out an airdrop operation on a house in the southern suburbs 
of Hasaka and a person suspected of belonging to ISIS was killed in the 
operation. On June 16, they conducted another airdrop in the vicinity of 
the city of Jarabulus north of Aleppo and arrested a prominent leader of 
ISIS.

On June 15, the military base of the international coalition forces in 
the Al-Tanf area east of Homs governorate — on the border between Syr-
ia, Jordan and Iraq — was attacked by an unidentified drone likely be-
longing to Iranian-backed militias.

On June 22 and following an attack on an American military base in 
eastern Syria last April, which resulted in the injury of 4 soldiers, CNN 
reported that American authorities arrested a pilot of the American Air 
Force who was connected to the attack.

Turkish Forces in Syria

There were intense movements of the Turkish army in northern Syria, 
as part of preparations for a military operation that the Turkish author-
ities announced they were intending to launch against sites of SDF in 
northern Syria. Multiple attacks by the Turkish army were carried out 
with artillery and drones against sites and vehicles belonging to SDF in 
north-eastern Syria. The Turkish Ministry of Defence announced on June 
2, June 5 and June 24 that its armed forces attacked Kurdish militia sites 
north of Aleppo governorate resulting in the death of several fighters be-
longing to Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) and Kurdish People’s Defense 
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Units (YPG).

Turkish Interior Minister Suleiman Soylu announced that his coun-
try’s security forces were able to arrest a group of Kurdish militia fighters 
while they were trying to cross into Turkish territory with their weapons.

On June 11, the Turkish army targeted, with artillery and mortar, the 
Sirtel tower, which the SDF uses as a military base, in the village of Ha-
lonji north of the city of Manbij in the eastern suburbs of Aleppo.

And in an attack against the positions of the Syrian regime forces, 6 
soldiers of the Syrian regime were wounded on June 4 as a result of Turk-
ish bombing that targeted their military points west of Hasakah.

Russian Forces and Militias in Syria

The Russian military and reconnaissance aircraft increased the fre-
quency of their flights in Syrian airspace over the areas under the control 
of the Syrian opposition. They launched several raids targeting the sites 
of the Syrian opposition factions as well as civilian sites in the suburbs 
of Jabal al-Zawiya in Idlib. On June 5, Russian and Syrian regime aircraft 
were flying near the Golan Heights.

During the first two weeks of June, Harmoon monitors recorded the 
withdrawal of groups of Russian military police from several locations in 
Daraa governorate to the Hmeimim Air Base.

Iranian Forces and Militias in Syria

For the third month in a row, the Iranian-backed militias continued 
to reinforce their positions with fighters and vehicles and to deploy in 
new locations. The most prominent of these reinforcements took place 
on June 16 in Daraa, after the Military Police had evacuated several of 
their sites in the province. On June 22, Harmoon monitors recorded the 
expansion of groups belonging to the fighters of the Sayyid al-Shuhada 
militia, that is backed by the Iranian Revolutionary Guards, in positions 
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vacated by the Russian forces and the Russian Wagner militia in the vi-
cinity of Palmyra city in Homs governorate.

The spread of the Iranian-backed militias coincided with the denial 
by Vahid Jalalzadeh, head of the National Security and Foreign Policy 
Committee of the Iranian Council, of reports that Russian forces in Syria 
had been replaced by Iranian forces. He described them as “false” and 
stressed that his country would continue to support the Syrian regime.

On June 13, an unidentified aircraft targeted the headquarters of an 
Iranian-backed militia in the city of Al-Bukamal east of Deir ez-Zor gov-
ernorate. The targeting was followed by mobilization of the regime forc-
es in the area.

The Syrian Arab Border

The Syrian border continues to be a major security concern for neigh-
boring countries because the forces of the Syrian regime and the mili-
tias that support them are facilitating the operations of gangs smuggling 
drugs, weapons and stolen goods.

On June 21, a Jordanian military source confirmed to the Jordanian 
Ammon News Agency that a group of smugglers tried to cross the bor-
der illegally. On June 24, the Jordanian authorities thwarted an attempt 
to infiltrate and smuggle large quantities of narcotics coming from the 
Syrian territory and confiscated 716,000 Captagon pills.

On June 23, the Kuwaiti authorities seized a large shipment of narcot-
ics belonging to a Syrian resident in Kuwait. The value of the shipment, 
which arrived by air cargo at Kuwait Airport, was estimated to be more 
than $32 million. 
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Israeli Operations in Syria

Despite the decrease in the frequency of bombings by the Israeli army, 
there was a qualitative development in the nature and effects of the at-
tacks it carried. Damascus International Airport was targeted in two 
raids leading to it closing for more than two weeks. The first was on June 
7, in which the missiles of the Israeli enemy targeted the runway of Da-
mascus International Airport, in addition to sites of Iranian militias in 
the southern suburbs of Damascus. The second was on June 10, in which 
the Israeli enemy attacked with bursts of missiles from the direction of 
the occupied Syrian Golan the main runway of the airport and the head-
quarters of the Hezbollah militia in the south of Damascus. 

On June 1, units of the Israeli occupation army penetrated the Syrian 
territory in the northern suburbs of Quneitra to a depth of about 400 
meters and bulldozed trees in the town’s forest citing security concerns. 
The army units of the regime deployed near the breached site did not 
respond.

On June 3, the Israeli army announced that it had arrested a Syrian 
citizen while he was trying to enter the occupied Golan.

Forces of the Syrian Regime

The forces of the Syrian regime continued to send fighters to the vicin-
ity of the city of Tafas in Daraa, as chaos continued in the governorates 
of Suwayda and Daraa. On June 4 and June 7, the regime’s army contin-
ued to reinforce its positions in two disbursements in several areas that 
are under the control of the SDF. The reinforcement included groups of 
fighters, armored vehicles and mortars, especially in the vicinity of the 
cities of Manbij and Tal Rifaat in Aleppo governorate. On June 13, forc-
es of the Syrian regime along with forces of the Russian military police 
stationed themselves in positions of the US-backed SDF forces north of 
Raqqa which is a battleground against the Turkish-backed Syrian Na-
tional Army.
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On June 2, several security incidents took place in Daraa governor-
ate, including assassinations, attacks by Unidentified perpetrators and 
repeated targeting of security sites affiliated with the Assad regime. An 
Unidentified armed group attacked the headquarters of the Political 
Security in the city of Muzayrib, northwest of Daraa governorate, with 
RPGs and light and medium weight machine guns. On June 4, a military 
feeding vehicle was targeted by some unidentified persons on the road 
between Al-Naima and Daraa silos east of Daraa. A prominent leader 
belonging to the Fourth Division of the Syrian regime forces was killed 
after being targeted by Unidentified persons near the town of Jilin west 
of Daraa governorate.

On June 9, a member of the Syrian Border Guard forces was killed, and 
another was wounded when an explosive device targeted them on the 
Zayzoun al-Ajami Road in the western suburbs of Daraa. On June 11, at 
least 5 people were killed and about 30 injured as a result of a mine that 
exploded a car they were riding in the town of Deir al-Adas in Daraa 
suburbs. On June 15, Ayman al-Zoubi, leader of a group affiliated with 
the Military Security branch of the Syrian regime forces was killed in the 
town of Giza east of Daraa. On June 18, the official in charge of securi-
ty studies in the Military Security Platoon, Assistant Ahmed Makhlouf, 
was assassinated by unidentified persons in the town of al-Shajara in the 
western suburbs of Daraa.

In Tafas, the regime forces reinforced their positions on the southern 
side of the city in preparation for a military operation targeting wanted 
security personnel in the city.

On June 9, the National Defence militia and forces affiliated with the 
Military Security branch launched an attack on the Anti-Terrorism fac-
tion affiliated with the Syrian Liwa Party in Suwayda, which resulted in 
the killing of the leader of the Anti-Terrorism faction, Samer Al Hakim.

On June 20, 11 soldiers and 2 civilians were killed in the Syrian desert 
in an operation targeting a passenger bus on the Raqqa-Homs Road. In 
Deir ez-Zur, 3 people were killed and 21 others were wounded when a 
bus was targeted in the Al-Shula area east of Deir ez-Zur governorate in 
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north-eastern Syria. On June 2, ISIS claimed both attacks.

On June 1, the Ministry of Interior of the Syrian regime announced 
that it had arrested 2 citizens on charges of cybercrime, about two weeks 
after the introduction of cybercrime laws.

Jihadist Factions

The frequency of ISIS attacks decreased significantly in June as Har-
moon monitors recorded only 6 attacks that targeted convoys of the Syr-
ian regime army on June 2, 7, 12 and 21 in the Syrian dessert and Deir 
ez-Zor killing and wounding dozens of Syrian regime soldiers and civil-
ians. On June 23, the organization also targeted a checkpoint of the SDF 
on the Hasakah/Shaddadi Road. The attack resulted in the killing of a 
militia member.

On June 14, the security apparatus of Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), for-
merly known as Al-Nusra Front, carried out a security operation which 
resulted in the arrest of several people who live in the city of Dan, north 
of Idlib, and who were accused of belonging to the Islamic State organi-
zation. 

In early June, HTS conducted military combat maneuvers on the axis 
of the western suburbs of Latakia, Jabal al-Zawiya, the eastern suburbs 
of Idlib, and the western suburbs of Aleppo.

On June 2, an ammunition depot belonging to the Al-Sham Legion ex-
ploded in the town of Babsqa in the northern suburbs of Idlib close to 
the Turkish border killing a girl and wounding others.

On June 19, Harmoon monitors recorded the entry of HTS military 
convoys to the Afrin area northwest of Aleppo, which is controlled by 
the Syrian National Army.  Following clashes that erupted in the areas 
of Al-Bab and Afrin in the suburbs of Aleppo between the Ahrar al-Sham 
— the eastern sector faction — and the Third Legion (The Levant Front) 
in the eastern suburbs of Aleppo, HTS was able to reach an area about 5 
km from the city of Afrin. On June 21, the two sides, the Syrian National 
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Army and HTS, reached an agreement that HTS withdraws from all the 
areas it entered in Afrin.

Militias in the Autonomous Administration (SDF) areas

The areas of north-eastern Syria and some areas of the Aleppo sub-
urbs controlled by SDF witnessed intense military activity by the militia’s 
fighters and machinery. This was an attempt to strengthen their posi-
tions in Manbij and Tal Rifaat in Aleppo suburbs and their cluster points 
in Hasaka and Deir ez-Zur in coordination with the Russian forces and 
the Syrian regime forces. The latter had sent several groups of fighters 
to these areas in preparation for a military operation that the Turkish 
army had announced it was launching against SDF. The largest of these 
activities took place on June 22 when the SDF sent military reinforce-
ments consisting of vehicles and elements that departed from the city 
of Qamishli towards the town of Tal Tamer northwest of Hasaka. This 
coincided with international coalition aircrafts flying above the area.

On June 5, and based on these developments, the commander-in-chief 
of SDF, Mazloum Abdi, called on the regime’s army to protect the coun-
try’s borders in the face of Turkish threats of launching a new military 
operation. He said that Russia has promised that it would not accept 
coming under a Turkish attack in its areas of control in Syria. Meanwhile, 
the head of the Syrian Democratic Council / SDF, Ilham Ahmed, said 
that the integration of SDF with the regime’s army must be carried out 
according to certain mechanisms and that these forces that have inter-
national legitimacy cannot be bypassed. She also pointed out that the 
regime’s supporters deal with the Syrian issue according to their own 
interests.

The village of Al-Shanan, east of Deir ez-Zur governorate, witnessed 
security tensions between one of tribes and SDF forces following the kill-
ing on June 9 of a student returning from across the Euphrates River af-
ter taking exams held in the area controlled by the Syrian regime. 
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In a continuation of SDF’s violations against figures opposed to its 
policies, the militia’s intelligence service arbitrarily arrested the media 
activist, Muhammad Awad al-Hanaif, in the city of Raqqa and denied his 
presence in its prisons.

Factions of the National Opposition Army in Northern Syria

The intensity of the military and security operations in the Syrian Na-
tional Army-controlled areas decreased relatively. This is despite the fact 
that the Turkish army and the opposition-affiliated Syrian National Army 
are continuing their preparations to launch a military operation against 
SDF-controlled areas, as well as the continuation of clashes, military op-
erations and attempts to infiltrate the axes of the opposition factions 
and SDF in northern Syria.

Most of the clashes took place in the areas of the Aleppo suburbs and 
the cities of Ras al-Ain and Tal Abyad in northern Syria. On June 1, the 
city of Tal Abyad, which lies in north of Raqqa governorate and is con-
trolled by the Syrian National Army, was notably attacked with artillery 
shelling by SDF forces leaving some dead and some wounded. The Syri-
an National Army retaliated with a similar bombardment. On June 3, the 
SDF and the Syrian regime forces exchanged artillery shelling with the 
National Opposition Army in the axes of the city of al-Bab east of Aleppo. 
On June 8, the Syrian National Army targeted a military operation room 
of the SDF forces in the town of Menagh north of Aleppo.

On June 13, under the auspices of Turkey and Russia and facilitated 
by The Syrian Red Crescent and The International Committee of the Red 
Cross, The Syrian National Army conducted a new prisoner exchange 
operation with the regime forces at the Abu al-Zandin crossing located 
in the suburbs of al-Bab city in the eastern suburbs of Aleppo. The regime 
released five detainees from its prisons in exchange for the release of five 
prisoners who were held by the Syrian National Army. 

On June 16, the lines of contact between the areas controlled by the 
Syrian regime and its allies and the corresponding areas controlled by 
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the opposition factions in northern Syria witnessed security and military 
tensions. Each side announced the targeting of soldiers on the front lines 
including the Idlib suburbs and part of the western suburbs of Aleppo 
and the Al-Ghab Plain northwest of Hama.

Some areas under the control of the Syrian National Army witnessed 
mobilization and clashes between Ahrar al-Sham and the Third Legion 
(The Levant Front) in the eastern suburbs of Aleppo. The clashes result-
ed in losses and injuries among both actors. Later on, calm prevailed 
when an agreement made on June 21 resulted in the withdrawal of forces 
affiliated with HTS from areas in the city of Afrin.

On June 4, two people were killed in the cities and areas of the north-
ern and eastern Aleppo suburbs during angry demonstrations over the 
mismanagement of electricity by the electricity companies operating in 
those areas. 

On June 6, bombings and assassinations were frequent in the areas 
under the control of the National Army where 4 people were injured in 2 
explosions, due to 2 explosive devices, in the city of Azaz north of Aleppo 
and in the city of Afrin.

On June 15, the director of the Syria office of the International Human-
itarian Relief Association (IYD), Amer Al-Fen, also known as Abu Obeida 
Al-Homsi, was killed at the age of 45 when his car was targeted with an 
explosive device.
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Index of Security Events on Syrian Territories

The Security Events Index monitors various security events, 
such as bombings, shootings, explosions, killings, arrests, and 
other similar events and documents the location and history of 
their occurrence. The index analyzes the location of the event, its 
frequency and the rate of its rise and fall compared to previous 
months. It classifies the events according to the actors responsi-
ble for them and the percentage of responsibility of each as well 
as the type of targets targeted i.e., whether civilian or military.
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Victims and Violations

The documentation team at the Harmoon Observatory recorded the 
death of at least 81 Syrian citizens including 67 Syrian civilians, 22 chil-
dren, 10 women, and 3 victims of torture in the prisons of the Syrian 
regime.

The number of victims was distributed according to the actors respon-
sible as follows:

There were 48 victims killed by Unidentified persons, 17 by the regime 
forces and militias supporting the Syrian regime, 9 by SDF, 6 by the Syrian 
National Army’s factions, and one person was shot by the Turkish army.

In Daraa alone, 28 people were killed: 13 from Aleppo and 9 from Deir 
ez-Zur.

Documented Arrests:

The documentation team at the Harmoon Observatory recorded 83 
arrests in various Syrian regions. In the areas under its control, the Syri-
an regime carried out 33 arrests, one of whom was a child.

The SDF arrested 39 people in its areas of control including 7 children 
( forced recruitment into their militia) and one woman.

The documentation team recorded the arrest of 5 people by the Syrian 
National Army in the opposition-controlled areas north of Aleppo and 6 
people by HTS in Idlib. 
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Victims and Violations Index

The Victims and Violations Index documents all victims — ci-
vilian and non-civilian — who were killed as a result of military 
or security operations and identifies the governorate to which the 
victim belonged. It also documents the place and cause of death 
according to key classifications such as shootings and clashes, 
shelling of all kinds, arrests and torture, and other causes. Other 
categories include the actor responsible for the killing; civilians / 
non-civilians; and man / woman / child. It also documents name 
of victim, date of death, photos and any other information that 
could be found from a reliable source. 
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•	 With an increase of 27% in the number of victims recorded com-
pared to the previous month, Daraa governorate tops the list of the 
number of victims recorded (red on the victims’ index)

•	 There were 67 victims recorded compared to 66 last month, a rela-
tively stable number of civilian casualties. For the second time in a 
row in 7 months the total number of victims is below the average 
(79.5).

•	 There was an increase in the number of victims recorded in Aleppo 
and Deir ez-Zur governorates by more than 117% and 125% respec-
tively compared to the previous month.

•	 There was a 40% decrease in the number of victims registered in 
Idlib governorate.

•	 The biggest cause of casualties in all parts continues to be shoot-
ings/armed clashes, despite the fact that a decrease of 5.6% was re-
corded for this month compared to the previous month. 

•	 There was an increase in casualties from landmines and shelling as 
they recorded an increase of 183% and 100% respectively compared 
to the previous month.
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•	 There was a decrease in the victims of IED explosions and victims 
of arrest and torture as they recorded a decrease of 80% and 67% 
respectively compared to the previous month.

•	 There was a significant increase in the number of child victims by 
83% compared to the previous month. The percentage of child vic-
tims compared to total civilian casualties was 33% compared to 12% 
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last month.

•	 The Unidentified actors continue to be the main actor responsible 
for causing civilian casualties. There was an increase in the percent-
age of SDF’s responsibility in causing casualties in all parts (11.1%) 
compared to last month (1%).

•	 Considering the increase in the total number of victims record-
ed during the current monitoring month, the general trend of the 
casualty index continues to show monthly increase. The monthly 
increase rate has become 7%.  During the past month (May 2022) 
there was a monthly increase of 1%.
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