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A Preliminary Summary of the Military and Security Report
The frequency of military and security events decreased in May. This
was due to a decrease in the frequency of bombings and air raids by the
army of the Syrian regime and the Russian forces in addition to a decrease in the frequency of ISIS attacks. However, the frequency of clashes, infiltrations and shelling episodes increased between factions of the
National Army of the Syrian opposition and the Kurdish militias without
causing any change in the map of the areas of influence.
The Iranian-backed militias continue to fill the void created by the
withdrawal — from several locations — of the Russian forces and the
mercenaries of the Wagner Group who left Syria to fight in Ukraine.
The Turkish forces escalated their threats to the SDF militia and carried out several attacks against its sites in its areas of control. At the
same time, Turkey reinforced its military troops at a high rate.
Insecurity continues to prevail in the regime-controlled areas, especially in Daraa and As-Suwayda governorates in southern Syria, where
there are ongoing assassinations and explosions of abandoned mines,
which the Syrian regime has not taken any action to remove causing
dozens of deaths and injuries.
Harmoon monitors recorded a decline in the operations of the Islamic
State (ISIS) against members of the regime forces and militias. Meanwhile, the bombing operations of the Israeli occupation army in Syria
became more intense and sent warning messages to the Syrian regime
after the latter turned its military headquarters into storage sites for Iranian weapons and provided new headquarters for Iranian-backed militias.
Due to the transformation of the Syrian border into crossings for drug
and weapons smugglers — under the protection of the Syrian regime
forces — Jordan released statements blaming the Syrian regime and Ira3
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nian militias for the increase of smuggling operations into Jordanian territory since the Syrian regime took control of southern Syria.
Several military and security incidents were recorded. The following is
a review of the most prominent of these incidents.
American Forces on Syrian Territory
The American army maintained the number of its forces on Syrian territory despite the replacement operations. It also redeployed some of its
forces in the Rmelan oil field and sent military and logistical reinforcements to the area through a convoy that arrived from Iraq.
The Global Coalition forces, of which the American army is the main
force, conducted reconnaissance flights with helicopters. On May 10,
they carried out an airdrop operation in the city of Al-Shuhayl near the
Al-Sajjad factory in Deir ez-Zur countryside targeting the house of a person accused of belonging to ISIS. On May 21, a military convoy of the
Global Coalition forces raided the village of Bariha, east of Deir ez-Zur in
search of a person suspected of belonging to ISIS. The convoy’s vehicles
were flying French and American flags.
On May 15, US forces operating under the Global Coalition against
Daesh conducted live-fire exercises at two military bases where American forces are stationed east of Deir-ez-Zur. Combat helicopters were
involved in these exercises.
A missile of unknown source targeted the neighborhoods of the directorate of Al-Jibsa fields, which the Global Coalition takes as its military
base and where American forces are stationed.
In a statement released on May 21, the US Department of Defense denied that the US forces had committed any “violations of the rules of
engagement, or deliberate negligence” in the US air strike on March 18,
2019, which targeted the town of Al-Baghuz in the east of Syria and resulted in the death of dozens of civilians.
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Turkish Forces on Syrian Territory
The Turkish army intensified its movements in northern Syria, as reinforcements of soldiers, vehicles and engineering equipment arrived.
Meanwhile, Turkish politicians and army officers issued successive statements in which they announced the completion of their preparations for
a military operation that would take place in several areas in northern
Syria against the SDF militia dominated by the People’s Defense Units.
The Turkish army continued to escalate its military operations against
the SDF sites. The Turkish Ministry of Defense announced on May 1 that
it had killed 19 SDF fighters who tried to infiltrate the areas of the Syrian National Army north of Aleppo Governorate. The Turkish army also
announced that it had targeted dozens of fighters affiliated with the SDF
militia in several bombing operations most notably on May 13, 22 and 27.
Two Turkish soldiers were killed in a shelling carried out by the SDF
militia: one of them on May 4 in the town of Kaljibrin north of Aleppo,
and the other on May 19 also in north of Aleppo.
There was an intensification of Turkish bombardment — with the
support of Syrian National Army factions — on sites affiliated with the
SDF militia in the villages of Samouqa and Umm al-Qura in al-Shahba’
area north of Aleppo.
The Turkish military forces withdrew their excavation equipment
from Tadef east of Aleppo after they stopped — following protests from
residents of the local area — the excavation of a trench separating part of
the city of Tadef from the areas controlled by the National Army.
Russian Forces and their Militias on Syrian Territory
The Russian military and reconnaissance aircraft maintained the pace
of their flights in the Syrian airspace over the areas controlled by the Syrian opposition. This coincided with Moscow’s announcement through
its Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov that the Russian forces would remain
in Syria because – according to their claim – “they are there at the re-
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quest of the legitimate government.”
On May 27, Lavrov’s statement was accompanied by significant activity on the part of the Russian forces in northeastern Syria, which included increasing the number of vehicles and soldiers, conducting patrols,
and bringing in military groups affiliated with the Russian-backed Fifth
Corps to its areas of influence east of the Euphrates. Preceding this an
“unidentified aircraft” targeted Iranian military sites in the town of Hawija Kati’ north of Deir ez-Zur.
On May 12, The Russian warplanes targeted a poultry farm in the
neighborhoods of Jabal Al-Arba’een in the southern countryside of Idlib,
in which a civilian was injured. The Russian warplanes also launched
vacuum bombs on the neighborhoods of Kafr Janna annexed to the Sharan district in Afrin northern Syria, which is under the control of the
opposition factions. They also targeted the headquarters of the Sultan
Murad Division faction near the Turkish-controlled city of Afrin.
Following statements by the Jordanian king in which he expressed his
concern that Iranian-backed militias would fill the void left by the withdrawal of Russian forces from southern Syria, the Russian military police
conducted joint patrols with the Syrian Armed Forces on May 19 and 27.
The Russian forces also conducted border patrols on the Syrian-Turkish border to “inspect its military points” there, mainly in Amuda, Ad-Darbasiyah and Tal Tamr. Military vehicles of the SDF joined the patrols.
Iranian Forces and Militias on Syrian Territory
For the second month in a row, the Iranian-backed militias continued
to strengthen their positions and spread to new locations after the Russian forces and the Wagner Group left their positions in several Syrian
regions in the past two months. In the last week of May, the Liwa Fatemiyoun and the Liwa Abu al-Fadhal al-Abbas militias as well as the The
Master of Martyrs Battalions — backed by Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps — established their positions in the Al-Mayadin, Al-Bukamal and Al-Ashara areas. The Lebanese Hezbollah militia also deployed
6
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checkpoints in the vicinity of Palmyra, Al-Qaryatayn and Mahin.
Harmoon monitors recorded the construction of an underground
prison by Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps in As-Sukhna east of
Homs, which adds to the previous construction of two former prisons in
Palmyra and Al-Zamla.
Elements from the 47th Regiment and the National Defense militias
backed by Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps imposed royalties
on farmers planting wheat crops in the agricultural lands close to their
headquarters in Al-Hizam area in Al-Bukamal.
The Syrian Arab Border
The Syrian border continues to be a crossing for gangs smuggling drugs,
weapons, and stolen goods to neighboring countries, with the cover and
support of the regime’s army and its security services. On May 18, the Director of the Border Security Directorate in the Jordanian Armed Forces,
Brigadier General Ahmed Hashem Khoulayfat, accused “undisciplined
forces” in the Syrian regime’s army and security services of supporting
drug smugglers and of carrying out smuggling noting that “Jordan’s border with Syria is now one of the most dangerous of the Kingdom’s borders.”
The Jordanian army announced that it thwarted attempts to smuggle
weapons and narcotics coming from the Syrian territory, and on May 14
one of the smuggled drug shipments was loaded in a drone heading to
Jordan.
On May 22, the Jordanian Armed Forces killed four smugglers while
thwarting a drug smuggling operation coming from the Syrian territory.
The International Theft Crimes Bureau in Lebanon seized in the Bekaa
region of Lebanon 16 cars stolen from Syria about which a report had
been circulated by the Interpol.
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Israeli Operations on Syrian Territory
The Israeli occupation army escalated its attacks on sites of the Syrian
regime and Iranian-backed militias in several areas of Syria two of which
were major attacks. The first attack took place on May 13 and targeted a
warehouse, a military site and an air defense battery belonging to the regime’s army in the neighborhood of Masyaf in the governorate of Hama.
The attack killed 3 officers and one soldier. The second attack targeted
the runway of Damascus International Airport on May 20 and sites near
the airport used by Iranian-backed militias. As a result, 5 soldiers of the
regime’s army were killed including 3 officers.
On May 11, the Israeli occupation army bombed military sites, warehouses, and the headquarters of the Ninetieth Brigade in the neighborhoods of Hader in the Quneitra countryside. The bombing led to the
burning of ammunition depots used by the Lebanese Hezbollah militia.
Syrian Regime Forces
Harmoon monitors recorded increased insecurity in most areas controlled by the Syrian regime, especially in the southern governorates. The
Syrian regime sent limited numbers of its forces in batches to position
themselves in the vicinity of the SDF militia-controlled areas in Manbij and Tal Rifaat in Aleppo Governorate. This was in conjunction with
preparations of the Turkish army for a military operation, which would
likely target militia positions in these two areas.
The monitoring team tracked the release of hundreds of detainees
from the regime’s prisons and state security branches pursuant to an
amnesty decree issued on April 30. Most of the prisoners were suffering
the effects of torture and starvation. Crowds of devastated families were
looking for their children under the President’s Bridge in downtown Damascus before the regime’s security forces forced them to leave without
providing any information about the fate of their missing relatives.
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Due to the popular anger that accompanied the gathering of the missing detainees’ families in downtown Damascus, the local radio station
“Sham FM” — loyal to the Syrian regime — deleted a video it had broadcast on May 4 from the President’s Bridge area showing dozens of people
criticizing the arbitrary release of detainees and complaining about their
long wait in vain.
Insecurity was widespread in the southern regions, as Daraa Governorate witnessed dozens of security incidents the most prominent of
which were clashes between a group affiliated with the Eighth Brigade
of the Russian-backed Fifth Corps and a group working for “Air Force Intelligence” in the town of Sidon in the eastern countryside of Daraa. The
clashes began after the Eighth Brigade raided the headquarters of the
group accused of targeting its leaders. The Harmoon monitors recorded assassinations of military and security officials in the Syrian Armed
Forces, as well as leaders and former members of the opposition factions,
who had made security settlements with the Syrian regime and leaders
of militias belonging to security agencies.
The most prominent assassinations were the killings on May 20 of Al
Nuaima’s head of the Municipal Council and the secretary of The Partisan Squad in a shooting attack by unknown persons in the town of
Al-Nuaima east of Daraa Governorate. On the same day, 3 people were
killed by unknown persons in Tafas, Tal Shehab, and al-Musaifra, while
the former leader of the Free Army, Imad Abu Zreik, survived a fourth
assassination attempt on May 21 in al-Kashef neighborhood in Daraa.
A few people were killed in Daraa Governorate at the hands of unknown persons, and others were killed in mine explosions, including two
children in Al-Faqi’ town in the same governorate. Two explosive devices
exploded in two different cities of Daraa leaving one person killed and
one member of the regime’s army injured.
Harmoon monitors recorded that on May 5 the Syrian regime released
from the governmental complex building in the center 73 prisoners
from Daraa Governorate. It turned out that the released detainees were
among those arrested for major crimes in Adra prison following the July
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2018 “settlement” and that none of them were arrested because of their
participation in the revolution.
In As-Suwayda, 3 people were killed in an armed clash in the Al-Maqous neighborhood on May 28 after a local armed group led by Raji Falhout (known member of the Military Intelligence Division) stormed a
swimming pool in Al-Maqous east of As-Suwayda and kidnapped people
under the pretext that they were wanted by the security services. In fact,
the militia of Raji Falhout had kidnapped 27 people in As-Suwayda on
May 7 to recover a stolen car. They were released later.
On May 9, some of the Syrian Trading Company’s bread distribution
centers in the As-Suwayda Governorate suspended their sales after
members of the Syrian Liwa Party militia seized and destroyed smart
card readers on the pretext that “these devices are a way for humiliating,
enslaving and robbing people”.
As for the regime-controlled areas in the north and the east, insecurity
and assassinations continued unchecked by the regime’s security forces.
In fact, the head of the Military Security center in the town of Al-Kharta
in Deir-ez-Zur, Assistant Yasser Suleiman, was killed on May 5 in an IED
explosion that targeted his car.
On May 16, three murders occurred in Qamishli and its countryside
north of al-Hasakah. One of the targeted people was a woman who bore
signs of torture.
On May 9, an opposition faction claiming to be affiliated with the Free
Syrian Army took responsibility for an operation that targeted a group
belonging to the Syrian regime forces in the city of Deir ez-Zur. According to an announcement made by the faction, which called itself The
Rebels of Deir ez-Zur, the operation left 9 people dead and five wounded.
On May 5, an unknown military aircraft targeted sites controlled by
the regime’s army in the city of Deir ez-Zur near the Suspension Bridge.
No information was received about the outcome of the operation.
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on May 14, a young man was killed, and two others were injured in
Yabroud, in the Damascus countryside by a landmine explosion near Jisr
al-Nabak on the Homs-Damascus road.
Seven people including a child were killed in an armed clash between
members of the Iranian militias in the Sayyeda Zainab area in the Damascus countryside. On May 4, a woman and several children were injured
when a hand grenade exploded. The grenade was thrown by a person in
the middle of a playground in Al-Qazzaz area in the capital Damascus.
Meanwhile, the regime’s army intensified their campaigns to forcibly
recruit young men from Damascus and its countryside into their ranks.
Jihadist Factions
There was a clear decline in ISIS attacks as Harmoon monitors recorded only two operations in Al- Hasakah and in Deir ez-Zur. These targeted
a group belonging to the regime’s army and a checkpoint for the SDF
militia and resulted in deaths and injuries.
On May 22, ISIS also attacked a military convoy belonging to the
Fourth Division — led by the brother of Bashar al-Assad, Maher al-Assad — which resulted in the death of several its members in the Palmyra
desert east of Homs.
On May 20, Jihadist factions carried out two raids against Syrian
Armed Forces’ positions in the village of Al-Fatatira in the Al-Ghab Plain
northwest of Hama and in the northern countryside of Lattakia, which
resulted in the killing of a soldier and the injury of others.
On May 24, the General Security Service affiliated with the Hay’at
Tahrir al-Sham faction ( formerly Al-Nusra Front) launched a security
campaign in Idlib targeting drug dealers in conjunction with a similar
campaign carried out by the Syrian National Army of the Syrian opposition north of Aleppo.
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Militias in the Autonomous Administration SDF Areas
The SDF militia, which controls northeastern Syria and some areas
of Aleppo’s countryside, intensified its military activities, and strengthened its positions in Manbij and Tal Rif ’at in Aleppo’s countryside and its
outposts in Al-Hasakah and Deir ez-Zur. Concurrently, the Turkish army
prepared to launch a military operation against SDF posts.
The lines of contact between the SDF forces and the Syrian National Army witnessed an increase in the frequency of clashes and mutual
shelling, while the positions of the Kurdish Protection Units militia, the
main force of the SDF, were subjected to artillery and missile shelling
and raids by Turkish drones. As a result, several militia members were
killed.
SDF-controlled areas witnessed several security incidents. One Syrian
woman was killed in al-Hol camp in Al-Hasakah, which is under the control of the SDF forces, and two 16-year-olds were killed in an explosion of
an oil tanker in the Jadid Bakara area east of Deir ez-Zur. On May 9, the
Internal Security Forces of SDF found the bodies of two young men from
Deir ez-Zur handcuffed inside a commercial store in Al-Sina’a neighborhood east of Raqqah city center.
Several civilian fights emerged between clans in the village of Ja’bar in
the countryside of Tabaqa north of Raqqah, where people were critically
injured as a result.
On May 12, after the rise of clashes and tensions, several sheikhs and
clan dignitaries from the town of Gharanij east of Deir ez-Zur issued a
“document to resolve conflict and maintain security” with the aim of
preventing the recurrence of clan fighting and reducing arms spread in
the SDF-controlled countryside of Deir ez-Zur.
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On May 17, the “Industrial City Roundabout” area in the north of Deir
ez-Zur Governorate witnessed heavy presence of SDF forces after some
activists called for a protest to resist their repressive policies in the marginalization of Arabs, their takeover of administrative decisions, and the
conscription of youth. The activists also demand accountability from
several SDF officials.
Factions of the National Opposition Army in Northern Syria
The frequency of clashes, military operations and attempts to infiltrate
the contact lines between the opposition factions and the SDF militia
in northern Syria escalated in Aleppo and the cities of Ras al-Ain and
Tal Abyad. In conjunction with this, the Turkish Army and the National
Opposition Army prepared to launch a military operation against the
SDF-controlled areas.
The main incidents occurred on May 7 when the villages of Ziwan,
Nayrabieh, Tal Jijan, Tal Madiq, and areas in Manbij and Al-Bab witnessed
clashes and mutual shelling between the National Opposition Army and
SDF forces, which resulted in deaths and injuries on both sides. On May
1, three members of the Al-Hamza Division faction of the National Opposition Army were killed in clashes with SDF forces that took place on
the Kimar front in the countryside of Afrin north of Aleppo. In separate
clashes 5 members of the SDF were killed most of them in Tal Abyad.
As to the confrontation between the opposition factions and the army
of the Syrian regime, one of the most prominent events was an attack on
May 17 by the regime’s forces on the Jaish al-Nasr faction affiliated with
the National Opposition Army — on the Fleifel axes south of Idlib and
Saraqib east of Idlib. The attack resulted in the death of several civilians.
Jaysh al-Nasr responded by shelling the regime’s positions in the axes
southwest of Idlib, in which several regime army soldiers were killed. On
May 13, the opposition factions targeted a bus of the National Defense
militia in a major operation on the contact lines in western Aleppo in
which 12 militia members were killed and 14 others were wounded.
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On the security front, the Turkish-backed Syrian National Army faction, Revolutionaries for Liberation, arrested one of the leaders of ISIS in
Aleppo, Qassem Muhammad al-Hassan nicknamed (Abu Awad al-Tadmori). Al-Hassan was holding the position of “Amir al-Inghimasiyyin”
(leader of infiltrators) in the Islamic State and is now responsible for the
financial guarantees of the organization’s women.
On May 2, the Turkish-backed opposition-controlled areas witnessed
internal clashes between the factions, the most significant of which was
a clash in the city of Afrin northwest of Aleppo between the Suqur Al-Sham faction of the National Army and fighters from the Al-Haib clan. As a
result, 2 people were killed and three others were injured.
On May 9, due to recurring clashes among armed factions, the Military
Police Department in Al-Bab — in the eastern countryside of Aleppo —
issued a circular prohibiting random shooting in the city. The circular
specified that violators will be referred to the judiciary and will be subject to a three-month imprisonment and a fine of 1,000-3,000 Turkish
liras.
On May 23, the Syrian National Army carried out a security campaign
against drug dealers and smugglers in different areas of the northern
countryside of Aleppo. There were intense clashes with automatic weapons in the city of Marea north of Aleppo between members of the National Army and drug dealers entrenched in the city.
In the opposition-controlled areas, dozens of activists demonstrated
for a few days in front of the headquarters of the military police of the
Syrian National Army in the city of Al-Bab east of Aleppo. This was due
to the release of a person accused of belonging to the ranks of the Syrian
regime and committing violations against civilians, which prompted the
military police in the city of Al-Bab to re-arrest him.
A group of activists from the Syrian National Army-controlled area organized an open sit-in to prevent the digging of a trench separating the
areas under the influence of the Syrian regime from the areas of the National Army north of Aleppo.
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Security Events Index
The Security Events Index tracks various security incidents, such as
bombings, shootings, explosions, killings, arrests, and other occurrences.
It also documents the date and location of these occurrence in Syria. The
index analyzes the location of the event and its frequency, and the rate
of increase and decrease compared to previous months. It classifies the
events according to the entities in charge, the type of targets — whether
civilian or military — and the percentages reflecting the accountability
of each entity.
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 Observers recorded 453 security incidents in various Syrian governorates, a decrease of 16% compared to the previous month, in
which 541 incidents were recorded.
 For the first time since March 2022, Aleppo Governorate exceeded 100 security incidents on the Hermon observers’ security index
registering a 100% increase compared to last month and a 251%
increase compared to last March.
 Following in position, are the governorates of Hama, Qunaitra and
As-Suwayda, where monthly security incidents increased. Meanwhile, most of the Syrian governorates recorded a decrease in the
number of security incidents. The governorates of Daraa, Deir ezZur, Idlib, Hasakah and Raqqah recorded a decrease in the number
of security incidents, by 50%, 43%, 40%, 39% and 34%, respectively,
compared to the previous month.

 Shootings/armed clashes and artillery shelling constitute more
than 80% of the total security incidents recorded. This percentage
was 72% last month.
 Artillery shelling topped the list of the most recorded security incidents with 224 cases compared to 189 cases last month. This is an
16
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increase of 18.5%.
 A decrease of 29.7% is noted in the cases of shootings/armed clashes, as 142 cases were recorded compared to 202 cases last month.
 There was a decrease in the number of arrests, aerial bombardments and the detonation of explosive devices compared to last
month at rates of 23%, 41.6%, and 61.7%, respectively.

 The recorded increase in artillery shelling was concentrated in
SDF-controlled areas.
 The opposition-controlled areas are still the least affected areas of
shootings/armed clashes.
 A decrease is noted in the number of arrests registered in regime-controlled areas for this month, as 21 cases were registered
compared to 35 arrests registered during the last month, a decrease
of 40%. Arrests registered in regime-controlled areas amount to 64
% of the total arrest cases recorded during May all over Syria.
 The number of arrests recorded in SDF-controlled areas was the
same as last month (8 cases). For the first time in seven months,
Harmoon observers recorded arrest cases within the areas con17

Harmoon Center For Contemporary Studies

trolled by the armed opposition in Syria (4 cases).

 Following “unknown” entities, which were responsible for the
highest number of incidents, were the armed opposition forces,
who continue to be at the forefront of the groups responsible for
security incidents. They were responsible for double the incidents
recorded last month (98). This increase is attributed to the fact that
the opposition is fighting several groups at the same time, mainly
the regime, SDF and ISIS.
 There was a decrease in the number of security incidents caused
by the regime’s army and SDF, with a recorded decrease of 44% and
6%, respectively, compared to last month.
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 There was a decrease in the number of military sites targeted by security incidents in various Syrian governorates (405 targets). That
is a decrease of 18% compared to 492 military sites targeted last
month.
 Following Aleppo Governorate, where more than 30% of the total
military sites were targeted this month, the northeastern Syrian
governorates of Al-Hasakah, Raqqah and Deir ez-Zur topped the
list in terms of military sites targeted, with 142 targets equivalent
to more than 35% of the total military sites targeted all over Syria.
 A decrease was observed in the number of military sites targeted
by security incidents in Deir ez-Zur Governorate for this month
(34) compared to last month in which 59 military sites were targeted. That is a decrease of 42%.
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 There was a decrease of 11% and 28%, respectively in the number of
civilian sites targeted in the regime-controlled and SDF areas. The
number of civilian sites targeted in areas controlled by the armed
opposition increased, with 11 civilian targets recorded this month
compared to 4 sites last month.
 The distribution of the military sites targeted according to their
location is similar to what was recorded last month.
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 SDF and the Syrian Armed Forces targeted 75% of the number of
civilian sites. Approximately 10.5% of civilian sites were targeted by
unknown parties.
 About 42% of the sites targeted by SDF were civilian sites.
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 Despite the relative decrease in the total security incidents recorded in May, the general trend indicator for the last six months continues to indicate a continuous monthly increase, knowing that the
average monthly increase rate has become 14% after it was 15% in
the last month.
 The number of security incidents recorded during May 2022 is
above the general average of security incidents recorded during
the past six months (418.5 incidents) at an average of 8.2%.
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 Considering the last six months alone — after a monthly increase
of 14% in the previous months — the indicator of civilian sites targeted has become stable. This is due to the decrease in the last two
months of the number of civilian sites targeted.
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Victims and Violations
The Violations Monitoring Team of Harmoon Center recorded the killing of at least 74 citizens: 66 civilians, 8 children, 8 women, and 8 victims
of torture in the prisons of the Syrian regime. One woman was from the
city of Al-Qusayr in Homs.
Most of the victims (44) were killed by unknown persons, while the regime’s army and the militias supporting it killed 25 people. The deaths by
governorates were: 23 in Daraa, 10 in Idlib, 9 in Hama, 7 in Al-Hasakah, 6
in Aleppo, 6 in Damascus, 5 in As-Suwayda, 4 in Deir ez-Zur, 2 in Homs,
and 1 in Raqqah.
The documentation team of the Hermoon observers recorded 33 arrests in various Syrian regions. Most of these arrests were carried out by
the Syrian regime in areas under its control. In fact, the regime security
forces arrested 21 people: 7 in Aleppo, 5 in Homs, 5 in Damascus, 2 in the
Damascus countryside, and 2 in Daraa.
Meanwhile, the SDF arrested 8 people, including 4 people in Deir ezZur, 2 civilians in Raqqah, 1 person in Al-Hasakah, and 1 in Tal Rif ’at,
Aleppo.
The documentation team recorded the arrest of 3 people by the Syrian
National Army in opposition-controlled areas north of Aleppo.
As for Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham, its security forces arrested one person in
Idlib.
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Victims and Violations Index
The Victims and Violations Index documents information about all
civilian and non-civilian victims who were killed because of military or
security operations in Syria. It identifies the governorate to which the
victim belonged, in addition to the place and cause of death including
shootings and clashes, shelling of all kinds, arrests, torture, and other
causes. The index categorizes the victims according to responsible parties and basic categories (civilian / non-civilian, man / woman / child).
It also documents them by name, date of birth, photos, and any other
information about them that comes from reliable sources.
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 Daraa Governorate tops the list for this month and is highlighted
in red in the victim index, even though it recorded a decrease in the
number of victims by 27% compared to last month.
 There was a general relative decrease in the number of civilian
casualties throughout Syria: 66 victims were killed compared to
95 victims last month, a decrease of 30%. For the first time in 6
months the total number of victims is below the general average
for the past six months (81).
 There was a significant decrease in the number of victims recorded
in Deir ez-Zur — by more than 87% compared to last month.

 The biggest cause of casualties in all parts continues to be shootings/armed clashes despite a 47.8% decrease in the percentage recorded this month compared to last month.
 The number of victims of arrests and torture increased to 9 compared to 4 victims last month, an increase of 125 percent.
 The number of victims of landmine explosions decreased to 6 compared to 12 victims last month.
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 The unknown group continues to be the main group responsible
for civilian casualties. There was an increase in the percentage of
responsibility of the regime’s army all over Syria (27%) compared to
last month (9%).
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 The general trend line of the casualty index continues to show
monthly increase, which has become 1%. It was indicating a monthly increase of 5% during last month (April 2022).
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