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A reliminary Summary of the Military and Security Inci-
dents 

The current month of April witnessed a clear increase in military operations and 
security incidents, despite an overall fall in the number of operations carried out by 
the Syrian regime and its allies in the opposition-controlled areas in Northern Syria, 
and despite a decrease in Russian air strikes after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Nev-
ertheless, the southern region of Syria remains among the highest in terms of num-
ber of witnessed security incidents, especially with the continued assassination, 
bombing, and abduction incidents in Daraa and As-Suwayda governorates, chiefly 
due to the existence of the insecure environment for five consecutive months, in 
which case reinforces the belief that the Syrian Regime is intentionally creating this 
chaos in the southern regions of Syria, to demonstrate that his security forces are 
the sole guarantor for the stability and security of the civilians.  

However, Iranian-backed militias re-intensified their activities and spread to lo-
cations that had been evacuated by the Russian Wagner militia forces, after the lat-
ter relocated to Ukraine. The deployment of Iranian-backed militia forces prompt-
ed calls for US army reinforcements, after US bases were targeted twice in April by 
Iranian-backed militias.

South Syria remained the region with the highest rate of security incidents, with 
ongoing assassinations, bombings and kidnappings in both Daraa and As-Suway-
da, and security chaos persisting for the fifth month in a row. This state of inse-
curity reinforced the belief that the Syrian regime is deliberately creating security 
chaos in southern Syria, in order to demonstrate that its security forces are the sole 
guarantor of civil stability and security in the region.

In April, Israeli warplanes attacked joint sites belonging to the Syrian army and 
Iranian-backed militias, in the vicinity of Damascus, and in Masyaf and Qunaitra. 
This resulted in no response from the Syrian regime forces. Instead, the Syrian re-
gime appeared busy arresting and prosecuting Syrian youths for evading compul-
sory military conscription.

In other areas,  Syrian opposition factions were still preoccupied with conflicts 
and clashes, amid a resurgence in the number of explosive devices of unknown 
origin. 

The Syrian Democratic Forces, dominated by fighters from the People’s Protec-
tion Units Kurdish militia, continued to commit a range of abuses against civilians 
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and political opponents in their areas of control. This was reflected in the arbitrary 
arrest of young men, and the kidnapping of minors for forcible recruitment into 
their ranks. 

In turn, ISIS continued its attacks on eastern and northeastern Syria targeting 
several groups, namely the regime forces, Iranian-backed militias, and the SDF mi-
litia, leaving dozens dead and wounded. 

The following report reviews the most prominent military and security develop-
ments that occurred in Syria during the month of April.

American Forces on Syrian Territory

In April, American forces were stationed in two sites in Raqqah. These were the 
headquarters of the 17th Division and the Tabaqa Airport, which had previously 
been vacated by the US in 2018. Harmoon monitors confirmed that US forces re-
ceived reinforcements on April 28, which included the delivery of armored vehicles, 
site fortifications and two groups of soldiers.

International coalition forces also reinforced their military base at the Al-Omar 
field and the Koniko gas plant in northeastern Syria with a large batch of weapon 
and logistics. According to the coalition’s website, the reinforcements came in or-
der to provide greater security for US allies battling ISIS in the region.

This was especially important following two attacks on the military bases of the 
international coalition. The first attack occurred on April 18 in Al-Omar oil field, 
east of Deir Ez-Zor, while the second targeted the Green Village base in eastern 
Syria with two explosive devices, resulting in four soldiers being injured. The two 
attacks were thought to have been carried out by Iranian-backed militias. Amer-
ican forces responded by bombing militia sites in the vicinity of Al-Mayadin and 
Al-Qureya.

The attack on the Green Village coincided with military exercises carried out by 
the US forces and the SDF militia using advanced weapons and helicopters near 
Al-Omar field base.

On April 3, international coalition forces, consisting mainly of of American sol-
diers, carried out an airdrop in which five young men and a woman suspected of 
belonging to ISIS were arrested from a camp for the displaced in Raqqa Governor-
ate, northeastern Syria.
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Turkish Forces on Syrian Territory

The Turkish army continued its operations against Kurdish militias in Syria, for 
the second month in a row, the most prominent of which was a drone attack tar-
geting the headquarters of the Internal Security, Asayish, affiliated with the SDF 
militia, northeast of Al-Hasakah. The attack left many dead and wounded, among 
them the leader of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, Muhammad Aydin, in the city of 
Al-Darbasiyah, in Al-Hasakah.

On April 26, Harmoon monitors recorded an attack by a Turkish drone targeting 
a house in the vicinity of Tel Rifaat, north of Aleppo. The house was occupied by a 
joint security cell of the Syrian regime and the SDF militia. The attack resulted in 
casualties but neither party reported the incident or its outcome.

In a security operation conducted by Turkish intelligence on April 18, Turkish 
security forces arrested Orhan Moran and Mustafa Kilici, both members of the An-
sar Abu Bakr al-Siddiq Brigade faction close to ISIS, a faction that had previous-
ly carried out several operations against Turkish forces in Syria. According to the 
Turkish Anadol news agency, both men were taken to Turkish territory where they 
were held on suspicion of preparing to carry out a terrorist operation against Tur-
key.

On April 22, the Turkish General Directorate of Security accused SDF forces of 
carrying out a missile attack that led to the death of a policeman from the Special 
Forces in the city of Marea in A’zaz, north of Aleppo.

Russian Forces and Their Militias on Syrian Territory

The crisis of Russia’s war on Ukraine has had important repercussions for Syr-
ia. Harmoon monitors recorded withdrawals of the Russian Wagner militia forces 
from several locations in the vicinity of Palmyra, east of Homs; from in Sukhna, 
south of Aleppo; and from Deir ez-Zor military airport. According to reports, these 
forces have been redeployed to Ukraine. Russian forces also evacuated their posi-
tions in military depots in the Mahin area, east of Homs on April 14, after handing 
them over to joint forces of the Lebanese Hezbollah militia and to the Fourth Divi-
sion of the Syrian regime.

Sources in the Russian-backed Fifth Corps militia confirmed to Harmoon ob-
servers that following its invasion of Ukraine at the beginning of April, Russia cut 
the salaries of the Corps fighters by a half, despite depending heavily on these fight-
ers after the withdrawal of the Wagner militia. 
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Russian forces recruited an additional 150 members of the Fifth Corps militia 
to the Tabaqa military airport from its base in Hmeimim. On April 11, the Russian 
forces opened registration to the ranks of the Fifth Corps in Al-Hasakah, Qamishli 
and Deir Ez-Zor, east of Syria.

Elsewhere, Russian warplanes and reconnaissance aircraft resumed their over-
flights in northern Syria in April, after an earlier drop in flights the previous month 
following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Russia’s air raids increased in the last week 
of April, and were concentrated largely in the areas of Jabal al-Zawiya, south of 
Idlib; the towns of Barzeh and al-Kinda in Jabal al-Akrad, north of Lattakia; and in 
Darat Izza, north of Aleppo.

At the same time, the Russian warplanes intensified their air raids on location 
of ISIS cells in the Syrian desert, which spans the governorates of Homs, Hama and 
Deir Ez-Zor.

In late April, Harmoon monitors noted that Russian forces had ended the con-
struction of helipads, in Al-Sawwana field, east of Homs, which they had seized 
earlier this year (2022).

Iranian Forces and Militias on Syrian Territory

Iranian-backed militias re-intensified their operations in Syria, after a three-
month lull in activities. In April, Harmoon monitors recorded intensive military 
movements by these militias in eastern Homs, Deir Ez-Zor, and southern Aleppo, 
in conjunction with the evacuation of Russian forces from several sites in these 
areas.

On April 4, Harmoon monitors in Deir Ez-Zor recorded the entry of military re-
inforcements belonging to the Iraqi Hezbollah militia and the Sayyid Al-Shuhada 
Brigades. The reinforcements consisted of more than 25 four-wheel drive vehicles, 
in addition to dozens of troops which were deployed by the militia to locations in 
al-Bukamal and al-Mayadin. Troops belonging to the Lebanese Hezbollah militia 
were also deployed in military sites in the second week of April in the town of Ma-
hin, southeast of Homs, where they established sites for manufacturing military 
equipment and drones, many of which were in ammunition depots vacated by Rus-
sian Forces. 

The Sayyid al-Shuhada militia, backed by the Iranian Revolutionary Guards 
Corps (IRGC), were deployed in locations east of Palmyra, while Iranian-backed 
local militias began constructing tunnels in several areas east and west of the city.
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In the western countryside of Raqqa, members of the IRGC and the Lebanese 
Hezbollah militia conducted performance tests for Iranian IRNA drones in the last 
two weeks of April. The test flights for the drones intensified at Deir Ez-Zor Mili-
tary Airport, which they now control, after the withdrawal of the Russian forces in 
batches, the last of which was in mid-April.

Two members of the Iranian-backed Imam Al-Rida Brigades militia were killed 
and five others injured in clashes with members of the regime’s Fourth Division led 
by Maher Al-Assad near the transportation building on the Aleppo Airport road. As 
a result of the incident, members of the Lebanese Hezbollah militia and the Imam 
al-Rida militia emptied their warehouses in the vicinity of the Aleppo International 
Airport and in the oil factory located on the same airport road, transferring mili-
tary equipment, weapons, ammunition and mortar launchers to the towns of Ray-
tan and Hardin in the northern countryside of Aleppo.

The IRGC opened registration to recruit locals into its ranks in Al-Bukamal and 
Deir Ez-Zor, after many volunteers fled from the militia’s control points in the des-
ert regions.

On April 11, five members of the IRGC were killed and a number of others wound-
ed in an unidentified missile attack targeting the outskirts of the Mahin military 
warehouses, southeast of Homs.

The Syrian Arab Border

Countries neighboring Syria are still suffering from the flow of drugs from Syrian 
regime-controlled areas, as a result of the cooperation between the regime’s securi-
ty apparatus and drug smuggling groups. On April 23, Jordan announced that it had 
thwarted an attempt to infiltrate and smuggle weapons and ammunition coming 
from Syria into its territory through the Nassib border crossing with Syria.

In Iraq, the security authorities announced several infiltration attempts by drug 
smugglers from Syria. The largest operation encountered by Iraqi forces was on 
April 24, when the authorities managed to seize eight million narcotic pills in Bagh-
dad, coming via a truck from Syrian territory.

Security authorities in Anbar also managed to thwart the smuggling of 1.8 mil-
lion Captagon narcotic pills also coming from Syrian territory in early April.
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Israeli Operations on Syrian Territory

In April, Israel renewed its military operations inside Syria, with three attacks 
carried out in separate areas. On April 9, Israeli aircraft targeted major points in 
downtown Masyaf, including the Research Institute. On April 14, the Israeli air 
force bombed sites controlled by Iranian militias used to manufacture and develop 
drones in the vicinity of Rakhleh and in the northern outskirts of Qatana in the 
western countryside of Damascus. While on April 27, four soldiers from the Syrian 
regime forces and five  Iranian-backed militia were killed in Israeli missile attacks 
targeting Damascus.

Syrian Regime Forces

The number of operations carried out by the Syrian regime army and militias 
supporting it declined, with only limited attacks recorded on the lines of contact 
with the opposition factions. However, security chaos continued to reign in the 
south of Syria, in Daraa, As-Suwayda and Qunaitra, all of which had the highest 
rate of military and security incidents recorded by Harmoon monitors during the 
month of April.

The regime’s security forces continued to pursue former opposition figures, de-
spite previous security settlements reached with them, under the pretext that the 
deadlines granted to them to enlist in military service had expired. 

The last week of April witnessed a settlement between the regime forces and the 
SDF militia after the two sides ended the mutual siege of their respective areas of 
control in Qamishli and Aleppo, bringing an end to security tension that had lasted 
for more than a month.

Attacks by the regime’s military forces on opposition-controlled areas in north-
ern Syria decreased, despite the regime forces launching several artillery and mis-
sile strikes on areas in Idlib and northern Aleppo. The most prominent of these, 
was an attack launched by the regime forces on the town of Maarat al-Naasan, 
northeast of Idlib, on April 4 which left four children dead.
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Several security incidents occurred in As-Suwayda governorate, in the south Syr-
ia, in April. The most notable was the detention of two members from the regime’s 
forces, one of whom was an officer, by a faction calling itself Ahrar Jabal al-Arab. 
The group demanded the release of an activist, Nawras Abu Zain al-Din, who had 
been arrested several months earlier for his participation in anti-regime demon-
strations in As-Suwayda in 2020. The crisis was brought to an end when a cleric 
intervened to release the two prisoners. Five civilians were also killed in shooting 
incidents in separate areas, with the perpetrators unknown.

Despite the deployment of new checkpoints in Jassim city in the northern coun-
tryside of Daraa in early April, coinciding with the withdrawal of state security el-
ements from the city, Daraa witnessed an increase in the number of security in-
cidents. The checkpoints come as part of a campaign to verify the identities of 
civilians with the end of a one-year postponement granted in April 2020 to those 
who have not performed military service. These developments coincided with an 
increase in attacks with explosive devices that targeted both collaborators with the 
Syrian regime and regime opponents, raising the number of assassinations to more 
than 15. On April 20, the town of Atman, north of Daraa, saw a rise in the number 
of roadblocks, clashes and mutual arrests between unknown gunmen and Syrian 
regime forces, which resulted in a number of casualties on both sides.

In Jubat al-Khashab, west of Qunaitra in southern Syria, local fighters targeted 
a military post which regime forces had been advancing towards. The area is a 
strategic location, previously used as an observation point for the United Nations 
peacekeeping forces on the border between Syria and Israel.

In the east of the country, the Syrian regime forces reinforced their military bases 
in the city of Tabaqa, west of Raqqah, after confrontations with ISIS. In mid-April, 
Harmoon monitors recorded the passage of regime military tanks on the Palmyra 
road towards the Syrian Badia. The tanks were accompanied by Russian aircraft 
which carried out combing operations targeting potential ISIS sites in the area in 
the last week of April.

Security forces issued a security alert in the cities of Al-Bukamal and Al-Maya-
din, east of Deir Ez-Zor, in search of people wanted for evading compulsory mili-
tary service.

On April 19, Harmoon monitors recorded the arrest by Syrian regime forces of a 
number of male and female university students coming from SDF-controlled areas, 
heading towards the city of Homs. The arrests occurred at the Ithriya checkpoint, 
east of Hama, against the backdrop of tensions between the SDF and the regime in 
Al-Hasakah and Qamishli.
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On April 28, the Syrian regime and the SDF militia signed a settlement ending 
security tensions that had lasted for more than a month. According to the agree-
ment, the Fourth Division forces led by Maher al-Assad, brother of the Syrian Pres-
ident, Bashar al-Assad, allowed the entry of basic materials, including flour, into 
Sheikh Maqsoud and Ashrafieh neighborhoods in Aleppo, northern Syria, in ex-
change for the opening of roads by the SDF leading to security zones for the regime 
in Qamishli and Al-Hasakah.

After reports that the Syrian businessman, Khoder Ali Taher (Abu Ali Khoder), 
had fled abroad with large sums of money, local sources in Lattakia confirmed that 
he has in fact been placed under house arrest, guarded by security forces belong-
ing to the Fourth Division. Prior to his arrest, Abu Ali Khoder, who is on the US 
sanctions list, had enjoyed the support of Asma al-Assad, the wife of the Syrian 
President.

Jihadist Factions

ISIS escalated its attacks throughout the month of April. On April 2, the organi-
zation targeted three sites belonging to the Syrian regime and the Lebanese Hez-
bollah militia in the eastern desert of Homs, which left nine deaths and a number of 
others injuried, with military vehicles and ammunition seized by the organization. 

ISIS re-launched its operations in separate areas of Deir Ez-Zor targeting sites 
and patrols of Iranian-backed militias in the city of Hajin and the Sukhna desert on 
April 6 and 7. 

The group also attacked sites and patrols belonging to the SDF militia in sever-
al areas in northeastern Syria, such as Tabaqa, west of Raqqa, and the Al-Kharafi 
road between Deir Ez-Zor and Al-Hasakah. Seven civilians were killed in an attack 
by ISIS on the house of an official in the SDF’s Deir Ez-Zor Civil Council in the 
village of Fneijin in the Abu Khashab area, northwest of Deir Ez-Zor. On April 27, 
ISIS claimed responsibility for the bombing of a military vehicle belonging to SDF 
forces on April 19 in the Manbij countryside.

On April 2, the Salvation government controlled by Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham (Jabhat 
al-Nusra) issued a decree during the month of Ramadan granting a general amnes-
ty for all perpetrators of criminal offences, providing they obtain a certificate of 
good conduct.
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In a statement published on April 4, the media office of Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham de-
nied allegations made by the Russian Federal Security Service that it had arrested 
ten members of the faction who had been preparing to carry out a “terrorist” act 
in Russia.

On April 13, two people were killed and a third wounded in Idlib, which is un-
der the control of Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham, when a gunman fired indiscriminately at 
shop owners in al-Jalaa Street in Idlib downtown, before being killed by the Secu-
rity Authority forces. The faction did not disclose the identity of the attacker or his 
motives.

Militias n the Autonomous Administration SDF Areas

According to Harmoon monitors, groups belonging to the Revolutionary Youth, 
affiliated with the Kurdistan Workers’ Party militia, burned down two offices of the 
Kurdish National Council in the cities of al-Darbasiyah and al-Malikiyah in al-Ha-
sakah countryside on April 19. This was the most prominent incident in April in the 
SDF areas, which are controlled by the Kurdish People’s Protection Units militia 
fighters. 

Security tension continued in April between the SDF and Syrian regime forces in 
al-Hasakah, after the SDF militia took control of government buildings belonging 
to the Syrian regime in the city of Qamishli, Al-Hasakah. Tension had escalated 
due to a mutual siege imposed by the two sides in Aleppo and Al-Hasakah, before 
a settlement was finally reached on April 28 that brought an end to the siege and 
improved the security situation.

The Kurdish militias controlling the areas of northeastern Syria tightened their 
security grip on civilians and continued to prevent any protest or opposition move-
ment. On April 18, the SDF launched a campaign of arrests, with a number of resi-
dents in the villages of Al-Shuhail and Al-Hawaij, east of Deir Ez-Zor, arrested un-
der the pretext of belonging to ISIS and failing to sign up for military service.

Amidst ongoing violence carried out by the SDF militia against civilians in areas 
under its control, a 30-year-old man, Tariq Sayed Ahmed, was killed and tortured 
in custody by SDF intelligence forces. Ahmad had been arrested seven months ear-
lier in the city of Ayn al-Arab. The reason for his arrest has not been revealed. 

On April 24, gunmen from the western countryside of Deir Ez-Zor blocked the 
main road, in protest against the death of a resident at the hands of SDF forces.
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Harmoon monitors documented the kidnapping of five children by members 
of the SDF during the month of April. This included a 13-year-old girl, who was 
kidnapped on April 2 from Sheikh Maqsoud neighborhood in Aleppo, in order to 
recruit her into the militia.

The General Council of the Autonomous Administration, the political umbrella 
of the SDF, amended the law of compulsory conscription in its areas of influence 
to include those coming from abroad and those residing in the area for more than 
three years.

In order to avoid the SDF’s campaign of forced conscription, dozens of young 
men from the eastern and southern countryside of Ayn al-Arab (Kobani) fled to-
wards Raqqah governorate in April.

The Opposition National Army Factions in Northern Syria

During the current monitoring month (April), conflicts and security tensions 
erupted among the armed opposition factions in northern Syria. Many of these 
were based on personal disputes that had turned into factional conflicts. Harmoon 
monitors also recorded several explosive devices which were set off and rocket at-
tacks carried out by the SDF militia. The attacks caused a number of casualties, 
most of them civilians.

There was a clear decrease in the frequency of clashes and shelling in the areas 
controlled by the National Army, due to the decrease in the number of attacks by 
the regime forces and its allies. In contrast, the SDF militia continued to target con-
tact points and civilian areas in the north and west of Aleppo.

On April 18, a number of civilians and members of the Civil Defense were injured 
as a result of artillery shelling launched by SDF forces in the city of Jarablus in the 
eastern countryside of Aleppo.

 On April 22, a number of civilians were killed and others wounded in missile 
strikes carried out by SDF forces in the city of Marea in the northern countryside 
of Aleppo.

An ISIS attack was recorded on a military checkpoint of the Third Legion - the 
Levant Front, which is affiliated with the National Army, in the Salama (Siju) area 
in Azaz, north of Aleppo. The attack killed two soldiers.
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On April 1, the village of Awlan in the eastern countryside of Aleppo witnessed 
clashes between factions affiliated with the Syrian National Army, following the 
defection of a group affiliated with the Ahrar al-Sham faction from the Third Legion 
in the village of Olan.

The Al-Ghazawiya crossing, separating the Syrian National Army areas in the 
western countryside of Aleppo and  Idlib, controlled by  Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham, was 
the scene of security tensions following the arrest by the Al-Sham Legion of the 
National Army of a member of Hay’at Tahrir Al-Sham who had been trying to enter 
the Ghosn-Al-Zeitoun area in the city of al-Bab, east of Aleppo.

On April 17, clashes were recorded between the city’s security forces and the 
Ahrar al-Sham faction of the Syrian National Army, leaving a number of people 
wounded on both sides.

On April 22, three members of the National Army were killed in the city of Ras 
al-Ain in clashes that erupted following a dispute between the National Army fac-
tions. Turkish forces intervened to end the conflict.

As a result of these clashes and tensions between the factions, the Ministry of 
Defense of the Syrian Interim Government issued a circular prohibiting anyone 
from carrying weapons in northern Syria outside camps, front lines, and security 
points.

In addition to the clashes between the factions, the state of security chaos in op-
position-controlled areas increased as a result of repeated IED explosions. On April 
10, three people were injured in a car explosion at the entrance of the city of Al-Bab. 
On April 4, two members of the Syrian National Army were killed in an explosion 
which targeted their vehicle in the northern countryside of Aleppo. On April 17, 
the head of a Turkmen association was killed when an explosive device was set off 
in the town of Qabasin in Al-Bab area, east of Aleppo. And on April 22, a civilian 
was killed by an explosive device which was planted in his car in Al-Bab city in the 
northeastern countryside of Aleppo.
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Security Events Index

The Security Events Index tracks various security incidents, including bombings, 
shootings, explosions, killings, and arrests, amongst others, and documents the lo-
cation and history of their occurrence on the Syrian territory. The index provides 
information about the location of the event, its frequency, and the rate of increase 
and decrease compared to previous months. Also recorded are those responsible 
for carrying out crimes, the percentage of responsibility of each party, and the type 
of victims targeted, whether civilian or military.
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−	 For the first time in about five months, over one hundred security incidents 
have been recorded in Daraa governorate on the Harmoon Observatory’s se-
curity events index, representing an increase of 206% compared to last month.

−	 The observatory recorded 541 security incidents in various Syrian governor-
ates, an increase of 135% compared to last month in which 230 incidents were 
recorded. This is the largest monthly increase in about a year.

−	 With the exception of the governorates of Tartous and As-Suwayda, in which 
there has been no change in the number of security incidents recorded, there 
was an increase in the number of incidents in all other governorates. Daraa, 
Raqqah, Idlib, Al-Hasakah, Deir Ez-Zor and Aleppo governorates recorded an 
increase in security incidents, with rates of 151%, 148%, 142%, 108% and 76%, 
respectively.

−	 Shootings, armed clashes and artillery shelling constituted more than 72% of 
the total security incidents recorded throughout Syria for this month, com-
pared to 67% last month.

−	 For the second month in a row, shootings and armed clashes topped the list 
of the most recorded security incidents with 202 cases during the current 
month of monitoring, compared to 84 in the previous month, representing an 
increase of 140%.
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−	 There was an increase in the number of recorded cases of artillery shelling, 
with 189 shelling cases recorded this month, compared to 70 last month, an 
increase of 170 percent.

−	 There was an increase in the number of arrests, aerial bombardments and the 
explosion of explosive devices compared to last month, at rates of 39%, 243%, 
and 236%, respectively.

−	 Shootings/armed clashes in the areas controlled by the regime and the SDF 
increased, with an increase in the number of cases of artillery shelling mainly 
recorded in areas controlled by the regime and the opposition.

−	 The opposition-controlled areas are still the least likely to report cases of 
shootings and armed clashes, despite an increase of ten cases reported com-
pared to last month.

−	 There has been a significant decrease in the number of arrests registered in 
SDF-controlled areas this month, with eight cases recorded compared to 27 
arrests in the previous month, which represented a 70% decrease. Howev-
er, the percentages of cases recorded in regime-controlled areas increased 
by 12.9, more than 338% compared to last month. For the sixth consecutive 
month, no arrests were recorded in the opposition-controlled areas.
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−	 After unknown parties, armed opposition forces carried out the greatest 
number of security incidents in Syria, although this decreased to about a half, 
compared to last month in which 49 incidents were recorded in their name.

−	 There was a clear increase in the number of security incidents carried out by 
the regime forces during the current monitoring month (87), with an increase 
rate exceeding 156 percent compared to last month.
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−	 This month witnessed a very large decrease in the number of civilian sites 
targeted in security incidents in various Syrian governorates. 49 sites were 
targeted in total, a decrease of more than 46% compared to 91 civilian sites 
targeted last month.

−	 On the other hand, there was an increase in the number of military sites tar-
geted in security incidents in the various Syrian governorates, 492 this month, 
an increase of 254% compared to 139 military sites targeted last month.

−	 After Daraa governorate, the governorates of northern and eastern Syria, 
Al-Hasakah, Raqqa, and Deir Ez-Zor, had the highest number of civilian sites 
targeted, 234 sites in total, which was equivalent to more than 43% of the total 
civilian sites targeted in the other governorates.

−	 There was a decrease in the number of civilian sites targeted in security in-
cidents this month, in the SDF and opposition-controlled areas by 65% and 
%, respectively, with a 59% increase in the number of civilian sites targeted in 
regime-controlled areas compared to last month.

−	 The increase in the number of targeted military sites is concentrated in the 
SDF and opposition-controlled areas.
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−	 28.5% of civilian sites targeted in security incidents during this month, were 
targeted by the regime forces and the SDF, while approximately 59.2% of civil-
ian sites were targeted by unknown parties.

−	 About 23% of the sites targeted this month by the SDF were civilian sites. 
The percentage of targeted civilian sites in comparison to the total number 
of sites targeted by the regime forces has decreased a lot compared to the 
previous month. The same percentage does not exceed 2% for the armed op-
position forces.
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−	 There has been a significant increase in the number of security incidents re-
corded this month, and the general trend for the last six months indicates a 
continuous increase on a monthly basis. The average monthly rate of increase 
is 15%, after a decrease of 9% last month.

−	 The civilian sites index indicates an increase of about 14% in the number of 
incidents on a monthly basis, taking into account only the last six months, 
compared to 15% last month.
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Victims and Violations

The Violations Monitoring Team at Harmoon Center recorded the death of at 
least 104 Syrians, including 95 civilians, among whom 17 were children, 5 women, 
and 4 victims of torture.

The victims were distributed according to the perpetrator, as follows: 68 people 
were killed by unknown persons; 10 victims were killed by the Syrian regime forces 
and its militia; 10 were killed by ISIS; 6 were killed by the SDF militia and the Kurd-
ish People’s Protection Units militia; 5 were killed by gunmen; 4 victims were killed 
by the Syrian National Army faction; and one was killed by the Turkish army. Most 
of the victims were in Deir Ezzor (31), and 30 were in Daraa.

As for arrests, prior to an amnesty announced by the regime on April 30 by presi-
dential decree for detainees accused of various crimes, the Syrian regime’s security 
forces launched an arrest campaign in various areas under their control, which 
included the arrest of hundreds of young men who had failed to perform compul-
sory military service, and dozens of other young men who had previously agreed 
security settlements to postpone their enrollment in military service. Most of these 
arrests were concentrated in the governorates of Damascus, the Damascus coun-
tryside, Daraa, Aleppo, Deir Ezzor, Raqqa and Homs.
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Victims and Violations Index

The Victims and Violations Index documents all civilian and non-civilian vic-
tims who were killed as a result of military and security operations in Syria. It iden-
tifies the governorate where the victim is from, in addition to the place and cause 
of death, according to basic classifications, such as shootings, clashes, shelling of 
all kinds, arrest, torture, and others. The index categorizes victims according to 
the authorities responsible for causing death, and categorizes victims according 
to basic groups (civilians / non-civilians, men / women / children). The index also 
documents victims by name, date, photos, and any other information from reliable 
sources.
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−	 Deir Ez-Zor governorate had the highest number of victims in the month of 
April, and is highlighted in red on the victims’ index, after it recorded a 31% 
increase in the number of victims from the previous month.

−	 There was a relative increase in the number of civilian casualties recorded 
throughout Syria, with 95 victims recorded this month, compared to 84 vic-
tims last month, an increase of 13%.

−	 The number of victims recorded in Aleppo governorate this month decreased 
by 71%  compared to the previous month.

−	 The number of victims recorded in Idlib governorate this month (7) is still 
below the monthly average number of victims since June (20).

−	 The biggest cause of casualties in Syria is still from shooting/armed clashes. 
An increase of 46.8% was noted this month compared to the previous month.

−	 The number of victims from landmine explosions decreased to 12, compared 
to 18 victims last month.
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−	 “Unknown” parties are still responsible for causing the greatest number civil-
ian casualties. There was a 9% increase in the percentage of the regime forces’ 
responsibility in all parts of Syria this month compared to 6% last month.
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−	 The general trend line of the casualty index shows a continuous increase on a 
monthly basis. It increased by 5% from March, when the trend line remained 
stable.
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