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A Preliminary Summary of the Most Prominent Devel-
opments in Economic and Living Conditions in Syria in 

April 2022

The plight of Syrians in regime-controlled areas worsened as a result of the long-
term conflict and the faltering policies of the regime government, which is rife with 
corruption and unable to provide basic needs and services to its people. Syrians in 
areas controlled by the SDF militia, the Hayat Tahrir Al-Sham (HTS), and the Turk-
ish-backed National Army also face a worsening situation.

The relative stability of the Syrian pound against the dollar, which stood at 3,890 
Syrian pounds to the dollar at the end of April, compared to 3,990 pounds at the 
end of March, was not reflected in prices. Due to the high demand for goods during 
Ramadan and the Eid-Al-Fitr season, the price of basic items increased, along with 
the price of fuel and transportation services, with a constant shortage of fuel and 
power in regime-controlled areas. 

In a series of financial measures approved by the Syrian regime to improve its 
financial resources, the Central Bank of Syria raised the interest rate on depos-
its to 11% as a minimum, and raised the exchange rate of remittances to 2,814 
pounds per dollar, despite the negative impact on growth and prices. It also bor-
rowed about one billion dollars from Russian companies close to the Kremlin at 
unfavorable terms.

On April 29, the US State Department estimated that the net worth of Bashar 
al-Assad and his family is somewhere between $1-2 billion, a figure said to be large-
ly “inaccurate” and underestimated by many experts. Despite the vast fortune ac-
cumulated by Bashar and his family, no international economic pressure has been 
applied on the Syrian regime. 

Russia continues to take advantage of the entry of UN aid through the crossings 
in the north, with the overall flow of aid steadily declining. No more than 280 trucks 
carrying UN aid were recorded entering the northern Syrian regions in the month 
of April.

There was no foreign investment in the Syrian markets in April, and Harmoon 
monitors recorded no foreign visits by any government officials from the regime’s 
allies. This may indicate a lack of interest by Russia and Iran in acquiring great-
er sectors of the Syrian economy due to Russia’s preoccupation with its invasion 
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of Ukraine and the subsequent international sanctions, and the uncertainty sur-
rounding the Vienna talks on the Iranian nuclear deal, and international sanctions 
imposed on Tehran.

The markets in the areas under the control of the Syrian opposition were active 
in April, with the price of basic items remaining stable. However, the The Autono-
mous Administration (SDF) dominated by the Kurdish militias witnessed market 
decline, which only worsened the plight of civilians in these areas as a result of 
repeated price increases, a shortage of fuel and bread, and a decline in the flow of 
goods from the regime-controlled areas, amidst ongoing conflict between the SDF 
and the Syrian regime.

In the following report, we review the most prominent developments in the eco-
nomic and living conditions in Syria in April 2022.
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The Report

 Index of Living Conditions in Syria in Various Areas of 
Control

The living conditions index tracks the price of 36 basic goods and services via 
a monitoring network distributed all over Syria, which adopts international prin-
ciples of monitoring. The index classifies the price lists according to their areas of 
control, and calculates the average price of the item in each area of   control sepa-
rately. The differences in the rate of prices are analyzed on a monthly basis in order 
to outline the main economic factors that affect the lives of people inside Syria. 
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April’s index compares the average prices of the four categories mentioned in 
the table, between the different areas of control in Syria, with the price of the re-
gime-controlled areas set at 100% as a basis for comparison. 

The average price of foodstuffs and food supplies in both the opposition and 
SDF-controlled areas are lower than in the regime-controlled areas, and amount 
to 76% and 80% of the prices of the regime-controlled areas respectively. The same 
applies to the average cost of fuel prices in these areas which are equivalent to 51% 
and 59% of the average prices of regime-controlled areas.

The comparison shows the same trend for the average price of medical services, 
which have reached 83% and 57% of the basic price. However, the comparison 
shows that the average price of internet services in the opposition-controlled and 
SDF-controlled areas are higher than those in the regime-controlled areas, reach-
ing 151% and 265% respectively. As for the average rent allowance, it is lower in op-
position-controlled areas, reaching 52% of the average rents in regime-controlled 
areas, but is higher in the SDF-controlled areas at 113%. The appendix included at 
the end of the report lists the goods and services stated in this index.



Harmoon Center For Contemporary Studies

7

Living Conditions in Opposition-Controlled Areas in 
Northern Syria

In April, the Harmoon Center monitoring team recorded increases in the pric-
es of basic foodstuffs, especially flour, as a result of the global wheat supply crisis 
caused by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

The price of some non-food items also increased, whereas most basic items 
maintained their prices, despite high demand during the Eid season, especially on 
foodstuffs, clothes and shoes in northern Aleppo and Idlib.

In a tweet posted on the official twitter account of Doctors Without Borders in 
early April, the organization stated that most women in Idlib live in harsh condi-
tions and suffer from food insecurity.  Accessing health care services was said to 
constitute an additional challenge for them. 
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Living Conditions in the SDF-Controlled Areas

Most basic items witnessed an increase in prices in April, as a result of high de-
mand over Ramadan and the Eid season. However, security tensions between the 
SDF militia and the Syrian regime forces disrupted the supply of these items. 

Harmoon monitors recorded a significant increase in the price of vegetables, 
bread, milk, meat, gas and diesel, which prompted civilians in large parts of Deir 
Ez-Zor and in other areas to protest against the economic policies of the SDF. 

The crisis in the supply of bread and water continued to worsen, and there was 
also a delay in the distribution of fuel, even though the SDF militia had taken con-
trol of a large stock of wheat and oil wells in areas of their control. This raises ques-
tions about where the oil extracted by the SDF has gone, and why the militia has 
failed to distribute sufficient quantities of fuel to locals.

The main protest was caused by the shortage of flour from regime-controlled 
areas into SDF-held territory which was blocked due to tensions between the two 
sides. On April 9, a number of civilians and employees in the Autonomous Ad-
ministration demonstrated against SDF forces in Aleppo, while on April 4, dozens 
of residents from the Al-Hussan village in the western countryside of Deir Ez-Zor 
protested to demand the distribution of fuel to farmers.
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Living Conditions in Regime-Controlled Areas

Despite the stability of the dollar to Syrian Pound in April, with $1 equal to 3,890 
pounds, the price of most basic commodities in the areas controlled by the Syrian 
regime kept increasing. There was a lack of effective market control mechanisms, 
and a severe shortage in fuel, which increased in price. 

As a result, transportation costs escalated, and markets experienced an overall 
decline, despite the Ramadan and Eid al-Fitr season. The one-off financial grant 
disbursed to state workers and retired military personnel by a presidential decree 
only amounted to 75,000 Syrian pounds (or less than $20).

The area under regime control still suffers from a shortage of hydrocarbons, in-
cluding gas, gasoline and diesel, despite the announcement by the Prime Minister, 
Hussein Arnous, in the last week of April that an oil tanker loaded with one million 
barrels of oil had arrived at Banyas port in Tartous. The tanker had failed to reach 
Syria 42 days earlier.

The price of a liter of diesel rose to about 4,000 pounds, from 1,700 Syrian pounds, 
which has imposed enormous hardship on families struggling to meet their basic 
needs. 

Following the introduction of a new electricity tariff, the cost of electricity has 
gone up by between 200 and 800 percent. The average cost for 1,500 Kilowatts of 
electricity has increased from around 6,100 Syrian pounds to 16,000 pounds. 

The price of foodstuffs, such as meat and oil, have increased in all Syrian gover-
norates by about 60 percent since the beginning of Ramadan. The price of bread 
has increased in Damascus and its surrounding countryside, after the Syrian re-
gime government imposed localization of the distribution mechanism. Some sup-
pliers have taken advantage of this to raise the price of goods from between 350 to 
500 pounds. Similarly, in the run up to Eid al-Fitr, the price of clothes, shoes and 
sweets all increased by more than 120 percent due to a surge in the cost of raw ma-
terials, such as ghee, nuts and flour.

Regime Officials argue that the reasons for the rise in prices is due to to the high 
cost of production and materials, “all of which are imported from China, as well as 
an increase in the cost of transportation, container fees, and customs, following 
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Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.”(1)

As a confirmation of the challenges faced by Syrian citizens, the Director of Plan-
ning and International Cooperation in the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor in 
the regime’s government issued a statement on April 19 explaining that “those who 
had been on the poverty line might be living below the poverty line now” as a result 
of the enormous increase in the cost of living.

A member of the Board of Directors of the Damascus Chamber of Commerce, 
Muhammad Al-Hallaq, stated that the current surge in prices had not been seen by 
the trade sector in Syria in more than 30 years. Al-Hallaq did not blame regime pol-
icies for the plight of Syrian citizens however, but attributed the reason for prices 
hikes to global inflation and a rise in global oil prices, which had a negative impact 
on production requirements and transportation costs.

In an incident that clearly reflects the increased desperation among many Syrian 
citizens facing poor living conditions as a consequence of government policies, on 
April 27 a supermarket owner in Abu Rummaneh, Damascus, fired shots into the 
air and threatened to take his own life after customs officials raided his shop.  This 
was not the first time that he had been subjected to pressure, confiscations and 
fines by the authorities.

Finally, on a different note, questions have arisen over the regime’s failure to re-
solve a month-long delay in issuing and renewing passports. This issue has caused 
problems for many Syrians, and created a black market for obtaining new pass-
ports. The regime’s claim that the passport crisis and delay in printing passports is 
as a result of a significant shortage of paper has been met with disbelief, given that 
many regime officials are known to have benefitted from the lucrative black market 
trade in passports. 

(1)  https://www.syria.tv/164617

https://www.syria.tv/164617
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Economic Conditions in Regime-Controlled Areas

The plight of ordinary Syrian citizens is worsening with increased fees and taxes 
imposed for government services. The Ministry of Industry, for example, raised its 
fees to about 400,000 Syrian pounds for issuing new licenses for companies, insti-
tutions and individuals in accordance with investment law, or for those requesting 
a change of beneficiary. The cost of obtaining a registration certificate went up by 
a further 100,000 pounds. The government also raised the price of schoolbooks and 
publications across all levels of education.  Fees for new passports, vehicle regis-
tration and all other transaction fees related to vehicles (similar to the sales law), 
went up by 10%, as did the cost of purchasing a Syrian airline ticket. All of these 
measures have increased hardship for people and raised the cost of living across 
more than one area.

On April 18, Bashar al-Assad issued Information Crimes Law No. 20 of 2022, 
which includes an amendment to Law 17 of 2012 related to information and elec-
tronic crimes. The new law expands the list of punishable crimes to include any-
thing perceived as “undermining the prestige of the state and compromising na-
tional unity.” This new repressive measure enables the security authorities to curb 
freedom of expression, with penalties of up to five years in prison, and fines of up to 
one million Syrian pounds imposed on anyone deemed to be spreading ‘fake’ news.

The Syrian regime approved a series of measures aimed at improving its finan-
cial reserves. The Central Bank of Syria raised the exchange rate of remittances to 
2,814 pounds to the dollar, from 2,500 pounds. As for the compulsory service allow-
ance, it remained the same at 2,525 SP. 

In April, the Financial and Economic Office of the Republican Palace, headed 
by Yasar Ibrahim, who is close to Asma al-Akhras, Bashar al-Assad’s wife, asked 
private exchange offices to provide them with nominal lists of recipients of foreign 
remittances in order to tighten their grip over residents in the area.

On April 13, the Central Bank of Syria also raised the interest rate on Syri-
an-Pound deposits to a minimum of 11% for 1 month deposits, long-term deposits 
and investment certificates. This measure will contribute to a decrease in the level 
of consumption across various economic sectors, which in turn will reduce the 
volume of sales and profits for companies, leading to a reduction in growth rates, 
and an increase in the prices of items.
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Amid weak productivity across all sectors of the economy, the Syrian regime 
is resorting to increased borrowing in order to finance its needs. According to an 
investigation published by the American magazine, New Lines, the Syrian regime 
has borrowed around  $1 billion, received in two installments, from Russian com-
panies owned by businessmen close to the Kremlin, such as Gennady Timchenko 
and Yevgeny Prigozhin. Prigozhin is considered to be a key financier of the Russian 
Wagner militia, which is operating in several countries, including Syria. The com-
panies owned by Timchenko and Prigozhin are said to benefit from these loans by 
imposing stringent conditions on the Syrian regime, including the stipulation that 
the regime purchase goods from the Russian market.

In a sign of the regime’s mismanagement of government facilities, in April, a 
large number of ATMs broke down, causing enormous problems for employees 
and citizens who receive their salaries and financial entitlements through these 
ATM machines. In Syria, there are around 500 ATMs, which are considered crucial 
for the country’s commercial and real-estate banks. However, the real number of 
ATMs needed to solve problems in Syria and to meet actual demand is estimated 
to be about five thousand.

On April 17, the shortage of cotton supplies from local and foreign markets led 
to the suspension of production in several factories, including the Jableh Spinning 
Factory. It is worth noting that the area planted with cotton in Al-Hasakah gover-
norate has decreased to about 2,500 hectares out of the 6,754 hectares identified by 
the Ministry of Agriculture in its plan for the current season.
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The Economic Activity of Iran, Russia and the Regime’s 
Allies in Syria

Due to the apparent lack of economic support from Iran and Russia since the 
beginning of 2022, the Syrian regime was forced to put up more facilities for sale 
or investment in order to obtain cash. A number of projects and plans for future 
Russian, Iranian and Emirati investments in Syria were announced by the regime, 
although none of these states appeared to have actually implemented any new 
projects on the ground, and there was no new foreign investment activity recorded 
in the Syrian market in April. Attempts to draw in foreign investment by the regime 
were limited to discussions, meetings and media statements.

On April 20, the General Directorate of Ports in the Ministry of Transport in the 
Syrian regime announced opportunities for investments in a number of marine 
sites located in Latakia, Qandil Valley, Jablet al-Shaqifat, Banias and Tartous by way 
of public auction. However, no foreign party submitted any offers to invest in these 
sites.

During a meeting with a group of Iranian businessmen in Tehran on April 6, the 
Syrian regime’s ambassador to Iran, Shafik Dayoub, outlined various projects, es-
pecially in the fields pharmaceuticals and laboratory technology, and highlighted 
new opportunities available under Investment Law No. 18, 2021. On April 13, The 
Director-General of the Investment Authority of the Syrian regime, announced that 
investments had previously been made by Iran, Russia and the Emirates in Syria’s 
renewable energy and waste recycling plants.

In April, the head of the Office for the Development of Economic Relations be-
tween Syria and Iran, Abbas Akbari, met with the Chairman and members of the 
Board of Directors from the Syrian-Iranian Joint Chamber of Commerce to discuss 
ways to activate trade exchange, and increase joint investments and co-operation 
in industry, agriculture, health, pharmaceuticals, and tourism between the two 
states.
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The Phenomenon of Suicide

Amid the continuous deterioration in living conditions and worsening so-
cio-economic situation, Harmoon monitors noted a significant rise in the number 
of suicides throughout April. On April 27, Akram Naim, the Director of the Forensic 
Medicine Center in As-Suwayda Governorate, confirmed that five cases of suicide 
had been recorded, some by hanging, others by insecticide poisoning, and one by 
gunshot. Most suicides were committed by young people in the prime of their lives 
with little or no hope for the future. One man in his fifties committed suicide in the 
city of Hama, another young man in Salamiyah took his own life, and a third man 
in his sixties committed suicide in Jubb al-Jandali in Homs, all driven to do so by 
the harsh social and economic conditions. Three cases of suicides of were recorded 
in the opposition-controlled areas, and another three cases were recorded in the 
SDF-controlled areas, involving two young men and a young woman. 
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Displacement and Asylum

The plight of Syrian refugees and displaced persons increased in the month of 
April as a result of two major incidents. The first was the escalation of anti-Syrian 
refugee campaigns in Turkey, and the use of the refugee issue by the Turkish oppo-
sition in its political campaign against the governing party in upcoming elections 
in Turkey. The issue gained salience especially after Syrian refugees were granted 
the freedom to visit their relatives in northern Syria over the Eid holidays. The fact 
that many were able to do so was taken by the Turkish opposition to suggest that 
it is now safe for Syrian refugees to return to northern areas of Syria. The second 
incident was the further decline in monthly UN relief aid from the Bab al-Hawa 
border crossing and the subsequent impact that this has had on displaced Syrians 
in northern Syria.

On April 14, the Turkish Interior Minister, Suleiman Soylu, announced that 
the Turkish authorities had deported some 19,336 Syrians since 2016 for security 
reasons. Soylo’s announcement aimed at diffusing tensions arising from the cam-
paigns launched by the Turkish opposition and media calling for the repatriation 
of refugees to northern areas of Syria.

While some opposition figures have pledged to repatriate refugees  if the oppo-
sition wins presidential elections next year, others have spoken of the need to ad-
dress the underlying reasons that force Syrians to seek refuge in Turkey in the first 
place, and the necessity of establishing a safe zone for them in Syria.

The Turkish President, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, addressed these issues in several 
statements in which he stressed that efforts are being made to allow the Syrians 
to return to their country in a dignified manner. The Turkish Foreign Minister, Su-
leiman Soylu, confirmed that plans are being drawn up to return Syrian refugees 
to their country, before issuing a decision that bans border crossings over the Eid 
holidays.

Among opposition voices, the head of the Homeland Party, Muharrem Ince, 
vowed that he would send refugees back to Syria if he came to power. The Re-
publican People’s Party announced that it would negotiate with the Syrian regime 
to return Syrians if it won the election, while the head of the Victory Party, Umit 
Ozdag, which is known for its hostility towards Syrians argued along similar lines. 
The leader of the Nationalist Movement Party, Dolit Bahçeli, a member of the Turk-
ish government, stated that: “Illegal immigration is an invasion, and whoever is ar-
rested must be sent to his country immediately, because hospitality is for a limited 
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period. We are obliged to think about our demographic future, and the Syrians who 
can go to their country for a few days over Eid do not have to come back.” 

Facing mounting pressure from opposition parties over the refugee issue, the for-
mer Turkish prime minister and head of the Future Party, Ahmed Davutoglu, said 
that it was not possible to return the Syrians in Turkey to their country without a 
joint government being formed between the regime and the opposition in Syria. He 
also stressed that talking about sending refugees without creating the necessary 
conditions for their return may sound positive, but is actually “unrealistic.”

The Turkish Ministry of National Education said that about 35% of Syrian chil-
dren will not have received education in Turkey in the 2021-2022 school year. The 
ministry’s statistics indicate that about 393,547 children out of the 1,124,000 Syrian 
children of school age are not enrolled in schools.

In Lebanon, a migrant boat carrying Lebanese and Syrian citizens sank on April 
23 off the coast of the city of Tripoli in northern Lebanon. A Syrian woman and her 
three children were identified among the victims.

In northern Syria, there was an acute shortage in relief aid provided by interna-
tional organizations as a result of the decline in the number of aid convoys, with 
only 280 trucks entering from the Bab al-Hawa border crossing, a quarter of the 
number of trucks which entered last year.
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Appendix: Goods and Services Included in the Index

Fuel and en-
ergy sourcesFodderBasic ServicesReal EstateFood and Sup-

plies
GasBarleyInternetHousing RentsFruits: Tomatoes

GasolineHayElectricityHouse pricesVegetables: Pota-
toes

Drinking waterVegetables: Cu-
cumbers 

Waste WaterVegetables: Olives

Doctors’ feesFood Supplies: 
Rice

Overnight stay 
in Hospital

Food Supplies: 
Bulgur Wheat

Medicines: Pain 
relievers

Supplements: 
Sugar

Medicines: Anti-
histamines

Supplements: 
Flour

Anti-diarrhea 
tablets Meat: Lamb 

Meat: Veal

Meat: Chicken

Bread

Olive oil

 Sunflower oil

Fresh milk

 Infant formula 
(powder)

Eggs

 Vegetable Ghee

 Milk

Note: The index adopted in this report is based on the 36 goods and services 
mentioned in this table, which are considered basic needs for daily life.
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