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A summary of the Political Developments in the Syrian 
Conflict

For this month, April 2022, the Syrian conflict remains in a stalemate due to the 
political deadlock surrounding the international situation, and the total indiffer-
ence towards the Syrian cause. Despite the fact that Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
has shed new light on the Syrian conflict, no actual efforts have been made to push 
for a political solution, and the international media reports on Syria have only fo-
cused on Putin’s role in the country.

In April, an investigation published by the British newspaper, The Guardian, 
which looked into a massacre committed by the regime’s security forces in Al-Tada-
mon neighbourhood in Damascus, constituted the most prominent news story 
which reverberated throughout Syria. Washington still refuses to re-establish ties 
with the Syrian regime and has pledged to hold those responsible for carrying out 
human rights violations accountable for their crimes. However, there were no reac-
tions or statements about the massacre at both the Arab and international levels.

On the last day of April, the Syrian President, Bashar al-Assad, issued a decree 
granting a general amnesty for those accused of committing terrorist crimes in Syr-
ia prior to the 30 April 2022. However, only 300 detainees were released in the days 
following decree. This caused consternation among the families of detainees, thou-
sands of whom had gathered in Jisr al Ra’is in downtown Damascus, to await the 
release of their children, or to find out any information about the fate of their miss-
ing relatives. The regime simply used the process of releasing a limited number of 
detainees to improve its own political and media image. The issue of the arbitrary 
arrests and the enforced disappearance of thousands of Syrians still languishing in 
regime prisons remains unresolved.  

At the international level, an international meeting was held at the end of April 
in the French capital, Paris, with representatives from eleven countries and orga-
nizations to discuss the latest developments in Syria. The closing statement re-
iterated calls for the need for a political solution in Syria in accordance with UN 
Resolution 2254; for the continuation of humanitarian assistance to the country; 
and to bring those responsible for committing crimes in Syria to justice.
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Internally, there were no visits or contacts between the Syrian regime and any 
other Arab state or foreign officials, including those from countries supporting the 
regime. The only exception was a phone call between Bashar al-Assad and the Sul-
tan of Oman in early April on the occasion of the month of Ramadan. 

While Syrian civil organizations are taking legal initiatives in Europe to hold the 
regime accountable for the crimes committed by regime officials against the Syr-
ian people, and to provide evidence of the government’s use of chemical weapons 
against civilian populations, the Syrian opposition is still reluctant to play any ef-
fective role at both the international and local levels.

April also witnessed a resounding organizational shake-up of the National Coa-
lition for Revolutionary and Opposition Forces, after its leadership excluded mem-
bers and blocs from its ranks. The move sparked widespread debate about the le-
gality of the measure, which prompted demands from various quarters, including 
key opposition figures, for a radical reform of the coalition.

Meanwhile, the UN envoy, Geir Pedersen, attempted to set new dates for the 
meeting of the Syrian Constitutional Committee, despite the lack of any progress 
in the previous seven rounds of talks. Pedersen’s attempts were widely criticized by 
the Syrian opposition.

Several political events occurred during the month of April, the most prominent 
of which we review in this report.

American Policy

The United States, with the participation of a number of other countries and 
organizations, held a meeting in Paris on April 28, to discuss developments in the 
Syrian crisis. The participants welcomed the convening of the Sixth Brussels Con-
ference on the Future of Syria and the Region, scheduled for May 9, and stressed in 
a joint statement the need for a political solution in Syria in accordance with UN 
Resolution 2254; the continuation of the delivery of humanitarian assistance; and 
an increase in international pressure to hold those responsible for committing hu-
man rights violations in Syria accountable for their crimes. Those participating at 
the meeting included representatives from the Arab League, the European Union, 
Egypt, France, Germany, Iraq, Jordan, Norway, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Britain 
and the United States. The meeting resulted in statements made about the Syrian 
crisis, but did not lead to the implementation of any kind of political solution in 
Syria.
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In response to an investigation carried out by the British newspaper, The Guard-
ian, on April 29 which uncovered evidence of war crimes committed by regime 
forces, a US State Department spokesperson confirmed that Washington is com-
mitted to “holding the Syrian regime accountable” for the atrocities perpetrated 
against its own people.

Days before the release of the Guardian report, the US State Department an-
nounced that the net worth of Bashar al-Assad and his family was estimated to 
be about $1-2 billion, despite the efforts made by the United States to isolate him 
internationally and impose widespread sanctions due to his involvement in the 
country’s conflict. The estimate was met with widespread derision by many ex-
perts, who argue that the real worth of Bashar and his family far exceeds that fig-
ure, with many of the Presidents assets unknown. 

With regards to the fate of detainees held in al-Hol camp in northeastern Syria, 
an American official reiterated the United States’ call for all countries around the 
world to retrieve their nationals from the camp, and to either rehabilitate them or 
prosecute them if necessary. The calls made by the US largely fell on deaf ears, with 
many countries continuing to ignore these demands, and showing little interest in 
repatriating their subjects from ISIS.

In response to the mutual escalation between Turkey and the Syrian Democratic 
Forces (SDF) in the city of Ayn al-Arab / Kobani, northeast of Aleppo, the US Em-
bassy in Damascus expressed its deep concern about the situation, and its regret 
for civilian casualties in a tweet on April 25, calling on all parties to de-escalate the 
situation.

Russia’s war on Ukraine did not bring about any change to US policy or cause it 
to toughen its stance towards the Syrian regime, despite the clear links between 
Russia’s behaviour in Syria and that in Ukraine, and widespread acknowledgment 
that it was Western silence about Putin’s behaviour in Syria that only encouraged 
him to launch his deadly assault on Ukraine.

Russia

No bilateral visits were made by Russian or Syrian officials to one another’s cap-
itals in April, due to the preoccupation of the Russian leadership and officials with 
the repercussions of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Communications between the 
two sides were limited to a single phone call between the Russian Foreign Min-
ister, Sergei Lavrov, and the Syrian Foreign Minister, Faisal al-Mekdad, following 
renewed Israeli raids on regime army positions in Syria on April 27.
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Although there was no progress made on the issue of the Syrian regime’s return 
to the Arab League, in a conference held with the ministers of the Arab Ministerial 
Group in the Russian capital, Moscow on April 4, Lavrov claimed that the issue 
would be resolved soon.

In mid-April, several media outlets circulated news of Russia’s attempts, through 
its embassy in the Iraqi capital, Baghdad, to revive the issue of the transportation of 
Iraqi oil through Syria to the Mediterranean. There was no development however, 
in implementing the project.

In early April, the Russian Federal Security Service announced the arrest of a 
number of members of the Hayat Tahrir al-Sham faction in Russia, claiming that 
they were preparing to carry out a terrorist act, based largely on unfounded claims. 
The statement sparked speculation that it could be a prelude to the start of Russian 
military operations in Idlib.

Israel

In a sign of Israel’s support for the survival of Al-Assad regime, despite renewed 
Israeli attacks on regime sites and sites belonging to Iranian-backed militias in Syr-
ia, in a statement on April 12, the  Israeli Defense Minister, Benny Gantz, argued 
that for Bashar Al-Assad to be “part of the region and return to the Arab League,” he 
must fulfill one condition, namely for Syria to “break off ties with Iran.”

A study conducted by the Israeli army on the situation inside Syria, warned that 
demographic change and the increase in the number of Shiites and Alawites in the 
country constitute a new source of threat. The study, published on April 5, stressed 
that Iran is taking advantage of the present circumstances to conduct burial pro-
cessions in southern Syria, in a step similar to the one taken by Hezbollah in the 
Golan Heights.

Arab Position

April witnessed the complete absence of any communication between Arab 
states and the Syrian regime, at all levels, with the exception of a phone call be-
tween Bashar al-Assad and Sultan Haitham bin Tariq Al Said, Sultan of Oman, on 
the occasion of the month of Ramadan. No new positions were recorded from any 
Arab state regarding the return of the Syrian regime to the Arab League and its at-
tendance at the Algeria Summit to be held in the last quarter of 2022.
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Surprisingly, no Arab country, even those supporting the Syrian revolution, is-
sued a statement responding to the investigation published by the Guardian about 
the massacre of in the Al-Tadamon neighbourhood in which hundreds of Syrian 
civilians were killed or executed en masse  by Syrian security forces in 2013.

The United Nations and its Organizations

In April, the United Nations and its organizations appeared to step up its activ-
ity on the Syrian issue, following a briefing at the United Nations Security Council, 
on April 26, in which the Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations, Joyce 
Msuya, warned that “Syria is on the verge of becoming another forgotten crisis,” 
while millions of Syrians still struggle to survive. Msuya stressed that with the on-
going economic crisis, Syrians face a bleak future, and that humanitarian workers 
suffer from a lack of resources.

In turn, Geir Pedersen, the UN envoy to Syria, called on the international commu-
nity to focus on achieving a comprehensive political solution to the Syrian conflict, 
in accordance with UN Resolution 2254, with an emphasis on maintaining Syria’s 
sovereignty, unity, independence and territorial integrity, and the need to enable 
the Syrian people to achieve their legitimate aspirations. Pedersen also anounced 
that he had sent out invitations to attend the eighth session of the meetings of the 
Syrian Constitutional Committee, scheduled between May 28 and June 3, in Gene-
va.

On April 1, the United Nations Human Rights Council held its 49th session, in 
which it adopted a decision to renew the mandate of the International Commis-
sion of Inquiry on Syria for a period of one year, provided that the commission 
submits an oral update to the Council at its fiftieth session, and an updated written 
report at the Council’s 51st and 52nd sessions.

In a session held on April 8 at the United Nations General Assembly on the hu-
man rights situation in Syria, the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle 
Bachelet, called on the international community to take urgent action and effec-
tive measures to promote human rights, human dignity and justice in Syria, and 
resolve the case of missing people.

United Nations experts expressed their concern about the fate of around one 
hundred child detainees held by the SDF, whose whereabouts is still unknown 
more than two months after an attack launched by ISIS on Al-Sina’a prison in the 
Ghweran neighborhood in northeastern Syria.
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In the context of the position of the international organizations on the Syrian is-
sue, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) 
condemned in a statement an armed attack launched by unknown persons which 
targeted its clinic in Daraa camp in the south of Syria on April 9, and called for the 
protection of all civilians and civilian infrastructure. 

Several international and humanitarian organizations, including UNICEF, con-
demned the killing of four children during an attack launched by the forces of the 
Syrian regime and Russia on the town of Maarat al-Naasan, northeast of Idlib, on 
April 4. UNICEF claimed that attacks on schools in Syria have become more “com-
mon,” and has recorded more than 750 attacks on educational facilities and their 
employees in Syria since 2011. UNICEF also confirmed that 70% of children killed 
in Syria last year were from the northwest of the country.

International organizations criticized a new law criminalizing torture issued by 
the Syrian regime. Human Rights Watch said that it was hard to take the law seri-
ously, “given how pervasive the use of torture is by Syrian state authorities.” Amnes-
ty International also criticized the law criminalizing torture in Syria, stating that it 
“effectively whitewashes decades of state-sanctioned human rights violations” and 
“fails to mention any measures that could be taken to prevent torture from occur-
ring in detention centres and prisons in the future.” 

The European Union

Surprisingly, no official comment was recorded from any European country or 
the European Union, regarding the investigation conducted by the The Guardian, 
which included a video clip showing members of the Syrian regime forces carrying 
out mass executions in Al-Tadamon neighbourhood, south of Damascus, in 2013.

In the same context, the French Judge, Catherine Marchi-Uhel, expressed her 
disappointment at the failure to refer the file of crimes committed in Syria to the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) at The Hague, due to the veto used by Russia 
and China, both allies of the Syrian regime at the UN Security Council.

Through the Director-General of the regions for Africa and the Middle East at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Patricia Ozkan-Karolewska, Poland reiterated its 
rejection of any normalization with the Syrian regime, and confirmed its non-par-
ticipation in any reconstruction process, explaining that the political solution is 
the only solution to the Syrian crisis.
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While the effects of Putin’s war on Ukraine received extensive coverage in the 
press in Europe, it did not lead to any hardening of the positions of European coun-
tries towards the Syrian regime, despite the link between Putin’s actions in Syria 
and those in Ukraine.

Iran

For the second month in a row, Iranian officials were largely silent on the Syrian 
issue, and there were no visits by any Iranian officials to Syria, due to Iran’s preoc-
cupation with its nuclear talks with the international community. The talks have 
now reached a deadlock as a result of Washington’s refusal to concede to Iranian 
demands to remove the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) from the US 
terrorism list. The issue threatens to derail negotiations between the two sides that 
have been underway for almost a year.

Iran continued to demonstrate its influence and hegemony over the Syrian state 
by celebrating the International Quds Day in Syria on April 29. In a speech deliv-
ered by the Iranian ambassador to Syria, Mahdi Sobhani, at the Sheraton Hotel in 
Damascus, Iran reiterated its anti-American and anti-Israeli slogans. Representing 
the Syrian side, the attendees included the Syrian Minister of Education, Darem 
Tabbaa, the Deputy Foreign Minister, Bashar al-Jaafari, as well as  other party fig-
ures. Also in attendance were Palestinian representatives, including Talal Naji and 
Maher al-Taher from the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine-General 
Command (PFLP-GC).

To mark the occasion, the Iranian Embassy also organized a march in which 
hundreds of people participated, most of whom were members of Iranian-backed 
militias and the Syrian regime’s security services. The march passed through the 
Hamidiya market to the Umayyad Mosque in the presence of Iranian, Syrian and 
Palestinian political figures, as well as individuals from the world of arts and cul-
ture.

At the beginning of Ramadan, militias loyal to Iran demonstrated their influence 
at the expense of the state institutions in the Syrian regime, with the militia leader-
ship in Al-Bukamal and its countryside issuing a declaration specifying the number 
of mosques in which Tarawih and Friday prayers were allowed to be conducted.
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Turkey

Turkey announced the closure of its airspace to Russian civil and military air-
craft transporting soldiers to Syria on April 23, in a shift away from previous coor-
dination between the two states on Syrian territory.

While the issue of Syrian asylum has become a subject of internal political con-
flict in Turkey, due to increased pressure from the Turkish opposition on the gov-
ernment, no political steps were taken by Turkey in April regarding Syria, other 
than official Turkish statements about the possibility of Ankara’s cooperation with 
the Syrian regime on issues of security.

In this context, Turkish Foreign Minister, Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, indicated in an in-
terview with the local CNN Turk channel that his country could cooperate with 
the Syrian regime on issues of “terrorism” and “immigration,” “without recognizing 
the Syrian regime,” in a similar way to its cooperation with Taliban. Çavuşoğlu, also 
revealed intelligence meetings had previously been conducted with the regime.

The Syrian Regime

With the exception of a phone call which took place, on April 2 during Ramadan 
between the Syrian President and Sultan of Oman, Haitham bin Tariq Al Said, there 
were no visits or contacts between Bashar al-Assad and any Arab or international 
officials.

The Syrian regime’s political activity was limited to messages sent by the Syrian 
regime’s Foreign Ministry to international organizations. According to the regime’s 
SANA news agency, two of the messages sent by the regime demanded that the 
US and its allies be held accountable for war crimes and crimes against humanity 
committed against the Syrian people. A further  message was sent to the Secre-
tary-General of the United Nations, António Guterres, protesting the bombing of 
sites in Syria by the Israel on April 9.

On April 24, the Syrian first lady, Asma al-Assad, accompanied her husband 
Bashar, on a visit to the Monastery of Our Lady of Sednaya in the Damascus coun-
tryside on Easter. She also conducted a meeting via video call on April 30 with the 
Syrian pavilion team at Expo Dubai 2020.
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In April, the Syrian President issued several legislative decrees, including Law 
No. 20, which amends the criminal rules for information crime. Human rights or-
ganizations criticized the decree, as it legitimizes further restrictions on freedoms, 
since it stipulates twenty-one information crimes, including “undermining the 
state’s financial prestige.”

On April 30, the President issued Legislative Decree No. 7 of 2022, granting a 
general amnesty for those accused of carrying out “terrorist crimes” in Syria prior 
to April 30, 2022. The regime used the amnesty law and the subsequent release 
of about 300 detainees from its prisons to improve its image in the wake of the 
“Al-Tadamon neighbourhood massacre” video. However, the gesture did little to en-
hance the regime’s image, largely due to the chaos accompanying the release of the 
detainees; the very limited number amnesties granted; and the poor health condi-
tion of many of those released, a large proportion of whom suffered from memory 
loss due to years of abuse and torture at the hands of the regime’s security forces. 
All of this served to highlight the extent of suffering of ordinary Syrian citizens as 
a result of arbitrary arrests and enforced disappearances, with hundreds of thou-
sands still languishing in regime prisons and detention centres. The overall situa-
tion was met with widespread international condemnation, and caused deep dis-
appointment to the families of detainees, thousands of whom had gathered under 
the “President’s Bridge” in downtown Damascus, but were left no clearer about the 
fate of their missing relatives.

Syrian Opposition

Despite calls for the Syrian opposition to revitalize its work and to reform its 
institutions, the opposition failed to demonstrate any improvement, and appeared 
to be wracked by internal divisions, inactivity, and a lack of communication, as well 
as an inability to influence key players in the Syrian issue.

On April 2, the Syrian Coalition of Revolutionary and Opposition Forces expelled 
fourteen of its members, with the membership of four others terminated on April 
7, in what was referred to as a “comprehensive reform process,” carried out with the 
approval of the General Assembly. The latter held a meeting in which it approved 
a new memorandum of association, and agreed to increase the representation of 
the Syrian Kurdish Independent League within the General Assembly. The actions 
of the coalition prompted contradictory responses; while some Syrian opposition 
figures approved of the moves, others opposed them, seeing in these steps as an 
attempt to settle scores between blocs within the coalition.
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With regards to attempts by human rights groups to seek justice for crimes com-
mitted by the Syrian regime, on April 4, Syrian non-governmental human rights 
organizations announced in a joint statement that they had submitted “additional 
evidence” that the Syrian regime had used chemical weapons between 2013 and 
2017 to the investigation and judicial authorities in Germany, France, and Sweden.

Autonomous Administration / Militia (SDF)

In April, the offices and headquarters of the Kurdish National Council and its 
parties were set on fire in the Kurdish militia-controlled areas in northeastern Syr-
ia. The incidents were carried out by gunmen affiliated with the Kurdish People’s 
Protection Units, in renewed attempts to impose their political dominance in areas 
of their control. The attacks were condemned by a number of Kurdish parties. 

On April 26, the General Secretariat of the Kurdish National Council issued a 
statement about the ongoing violations of the Democratic Union Party (PYD) mi-
litia. One member of the political body in the Syrian National Coalition, Abdullah 
Kado criticized what he described as acts of intimidation carried out by the PYD 
militia against the offices of the Kurdish National Council and its parties, warning 
of the repercussions these actions would have on the future of the region.

During a meeting with officials of the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) and the 
Autonomous Administration of Qamishli, cadres of the Kurdistan Workers Party 
(PKK) called for demonstrations against the Kurdistan region in al-Hasakah gov-
ernorate. Tensions flared up again after three months of calm between the two 
parties following US intervention in mid-January, which resulted in the reopening 
of the border crossings.

In order to impose greater control over various aspects of life, the General Coun-
cil of the Autonomous Administration, the political umbrella of the SDF, amended 
the law on compulsory conscription in areas of its influence, to include those com-
ing from abroad and those who have lived in these areas for more than three years.
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