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A preliminary summary of the military and security re-
port

In the month of February, there was no change in the battle lines in Syria, which 
remained more or less stable. There was a decrease in the frequency of clashes and 
shelling in most areas, while the number of casualties increased, compared to the 
previous month, due to a rise in the number of assassinations carried out in Daraa.

With Russia preoccupied with its war in Ukraine, the frequency of its air opera-
tions in Syria decreased. The most prominent military event in February was an air 
raid carried out by US forces at dawn on Thursday, February 3. The operation tar-
geted a house in the village of Atma, north of Idlib, where the ISIS leader, Abdullah 
Qardash, otherwise known as Abu Ibrahim Al-Hashimi Al-Qurashi, was killed. The 
US operation also resulted in the killing of at least 13 people, including six children 
and four women.

Security chaos increased in the governorates of Daraa and As-Suwayda with the 
Israeli army still targeting sites belonging to the Syrian regime’s army and Irani-
an-backed militias. The military activities of Iranian-backed militias in Syria de-
clined, and there was largely no change recorded in the US, Russian and Turkish 
military sites or equipment in February.

American forces in Syria

The United States dealt a heavy blow to ISIS which was seeking to rebuild itself, 
after its defeat in the battles of eastern Syria in March 2019. The White House is-
sued a statement on February 3 in which it confirmed that a military operation 
had been carried out at dawn by American special forces in the Atma area, north 
of Idlib, resulting in the killing of the leader of the Islamic State, Abdullah Qardash, 
otherwise known as Abu Ibrahim Al-Hashimi Al-Qurashi. At least 13 other people, 
including six children and four women, were also killed in the US operation.

The US raid raised fears of further US attacks among many residents, including 
the more than one million Syrian refugees displaced by the regime from various 
parts of the country, given that Idlib is a well-known haven for ISIS leaders. In 2019, 
the US carried out a similar raid in Idlib which killed the former leader of the orga-
nization, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. 
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Harmoon Center monitors did not record any change in the number of deploy-
ments and sites of US forces in Syria during the month of February, with the excep-
tion of the US army’s deployment of more M2A3 Bradley combat vehicles in the 
SDF-controlled northeastern Syria. Also of note was an airdrop operation carried 
out by international coalition forces, largely led by the US, with the support of in-
fantry from the Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG) militia, targeting suspects 
in Al-Busaira, east of Deir ez-Zor, on February 9, which resulted in the killing of one 
person and the arrest of three others.

Turkish forces in Syria

During the first week of February, the Turkish army’s operations consisted of 
drone attacks targeting locations of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) militia, in 
separate areas of Al-Hasakah and Raqqah, in the northeast of Syria, in conjunction 
with dozens of similar raids carried out in Iraq. On February 5, the Turkish Vice 
President, Fuad Aktay, claimed that Turkey had carried out a “very impressive” mil-
itary air operation, with the participation of about 60 fighters, as part of Operation 
Winter Eagle in northern Iraq and Syria, against the militias of both the Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK) and the People’s Protection Units (YPG).

Russian forces and their militias in Syria

On February 15, Russian Defense Minister, Sergei Shoigu, met with the Syrian 
president Bashar al-Assad, during a visit to Syria to inspect the conduct of Russian 
naval maneuvers in the Mediterranean on behalf of the Russian President, Vladi-
mir Putin. Russian forces in Syria remained unchanged, with the exception of the 
stationing of MIG-31K fighters and TU-22M3 bombers at the Hmeimim air base, as 
well as six large landing ships from the North Sea and Baltic Fleets anchored in the 
port of Tartus, on February 4 as part of Russia’s naval maneuvers.

Russian forces reinforced the positions of the 25th Division (Special forces) mili-
tia in the Sukhna-Kom axis in the Syrian desert. The militia is supported by Russia 
and led by Brigadier General Suhail al-Hassan, also known as “The Tiger.”

There was a noticeable decline in the operation of Russian warplanes in Syria in 
February. Operations were limited to sporadic bombings, the most prominent of 
which targeted a poultry farm on the outskirts of Kafr Shalaya village, and a house 
on the outskirts of Al-Rami village, south of Idlib, on February 3, as well as separate 
areas believed to house ISIS fighters east of Deir Ez-Zor.
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As part of Russia’s efforts to enhance the capabilities of the regime’s army, Rus-
sian military personnel conducted training exercises for the air defense units of the 
Syrian regime forces on the use of the portable Strela-2 missile systems.

A Russian military delegation intervened to diffuse popular protests in As-Su-
wayda Governorate, in February. The delegation met with the governor of As-Su-
wayda and the head of the State Security branch.

Iranian forces and militias in Syria

For the third consecutive month, Harmoon monitors recorded a decline in the 
military movements of Iranian-backed militias in Syria. No combat operations or 
reinforcement of positions were recorded in February. However, patrols of these 
militias were subjected to a number of separate attacks. In one such incident, five 
members of the Iranian-backed Al-Baqir Brigade were killed as a result of the ex-
plosion of a landmine during a combing operation in the Badia region in eastern 
Syria.

The Syrian-Arab border

Following a rise in drug smuggling operations on the border with Syria, the Jor-
danian army changed its rules of engagement and conducted a series of exercises 
by the Special Military Forces on February 21, aimed at eliminating “smugglers” 
and so-called “terrorist elements.” These exercises were carried out in the presence 
of King Abdullah II. On February 14, King Abdullah sent a message to Jordanian 
border guards, praising their role in confronting the illegal drugs trade and infiltra-
tion attempts by smugglers.

In Lebanon, the Lebanese army called on the United Nations to put pressure 
on Israel, to curb the use of Lebanese airspace by Israeli forces to bomb the Syrian 
regime’s army and Iranian-backed militias inside Syria.
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Israeli operations in Syria

The Israeli army’s bombing operations in Syria were renewed in February, with 
four Israeli shelling operations recorded, killing a number of Syrian regime soldiers. 
On February 17, Israel attacked areas in the vicinity of Zakia, south of Damas-
cus, with surface-to-surface missiles. On February 23 and 24, the Israeli army also 
bombed areas in the vicinity of Qunaitra in southern Syria, including the control 
points of the 90th Brigade in the Qunaitra countryside in the town of Ruwaihinah, 
adjacent to the border strip with the Golan, as well as several locations in the town 
of Zakia in Damascus.

Syrian regime forces

While the regime’s bombardment of sites in northern Syria has declined, security 
instability continues in the southern Syria, mainly in Daraa and As-Suwayda. Feb-
ruary saw two anonymous bomb blasts carried out on military buses in Homs and 
Damascus, in which a number of soldiers were killed and others were wounded.

A pilot and two officers from the regime’s army were killed in a helicopter crash 
in Lattakia, and in a further attack in Homs.

Assassinations of leaders of the settlement factions, and military and security 
members of the Syrian regime were recorded in Daraa. One person was killed and 
two others wounded in a car bomb explosion belonging to a member of the Central 
Committee in the town of Atman, adjacent to the city of Daraa in the northwest. 
Four people, including a medical worker and two “settlement” card holders, were 
killed in Daraa, as a result of operations targeting separate areas of the province. 
The former leader of Ahl al-Azm Brigade of the Free Army, Jamal Sharaf, also known 
as Abu al-Zein, was killed by unknown assailants in the city of Nawa, north of Da-
raa, while an explosive device was set off in a car belonging to the leader of the 
Military Security, Shadi Bajabouj, who died from the serious injuries he sustained.

Syrian regime forces continued arresting and prosecuting suspects in Daraa. 
On February 8, the regime arrested four people, including members of the Rus-
sian-backed Eighth Brigade, in the town of Khirbet Ghazala in the eastern country-
side of Daraa. The Military Security forces of the Syrian regime, backed by elements 
of local militias, also raided civilian houses in the town of Al-Taybeh in the eastern 
countryside of Daraa, and arrested a number of residents.

February saw the killing of eleven members of the regime forces, with four others 
injured, on February 15, in an explosion on an overnight bus on the road between 
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Homs and Mahin, east of Homs. In a further attack, a regime soldier and eleven 
other people were killed in an explosion that targeted an overnight  bus in Damas-
cus, near the customs roundabout.

In Deir Ez-Zor, members of the Syrian Regime’s Military Security killed a person 
during their attempt to arrest a group of young men who had failed their compul-
sory military service. 

As part of Russia’s efforts to enhance the capabilities of the regime’s army, Rus-
sian military personnel conducted training exercises for the air defense units of the 
Syrian regime forces, on the use of the portable Strela-2 missile systems.

In February, a Russian military delegation intervened to try to diffuse popular 
protests in the As-Suwayda Governorate. The delegation met with the governor 
and the head of the State Security branch.

On February 15, two pilots from the Shoayrat airport were killed by unknown 
persons after leaving the airport. A pilot and another soldier from the Syrian re-
gime forces were also killed, and three others were injured when their helicopter 
crashed in agricultural lands east of Lattakia city.

Popular protests renewed in the As-Suwayda governorate, against the policies 
of the Syrian regime, widely blamed for a worsening of the security situation, and 
a the deterioration of living conditions. The protests coincided with the ongoing 
recruitment of military reinforcements to the governorate. One civilian was shot 
dead by security forces during clashes with protesters.

Jihadist factions

The most prominent events in February, in terms of the jihadi factions, was an 
airdrop operation carried out by US forces in the town of Atma, north of Idlib, at 
dawn on Thursday, February 3, which resulted in the death of the leader of the 
Islamic State/ Daesh organization, Abdullah Qardash, otherwise known as Abu 
Ibrahim al-Hashimi al-Qurashi. The operation killed at least 13 people, including 
six children and four women.

Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham quickly denied having any prior knowledge of the landing 
operation before it occurred, and confirmed that it would not allow ISIS to use the 
“liberated areas” for any purpose.

Commenting on Australia’s classification of it as a terrorist organization, Hay’at 
Tahrir al-Sham ( formerly Al-Nusra Front) claimed in a press statement on February 
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22 that the decision to classify it as a banned terrorist organization was not based 
on any concrete evidence, and was a purely political act. The statement coincided 
with dozens of protests in Deir Hassan and other Idlib villages in February against 
arbitrary arrests carried out by Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham against activists and media 
professionals, and the killing of civilians at the hands of its security personnel.

In an act that provoked widespread anger, members of the Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham 
opened fire on a woman who was transporting fuel from the interim government 
areas in Aleppo to Idlib, through the Deir Ballout crossing. The killing sparked pop-
ular protest by the people of Atma camp on February 11, during which the dem-
onstrators denounced Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham, and called for those responsible for 
the killing to be held accountable. In response, Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham quickly an-
nounced the arrest of a number of suspects.

Despite the blow dealt to the organization by the assassination of its leader in 
Idlib, ISIS cells continued their attacks in February. The organization claimed re-
sponsibility for 42 military operations carried out in Syria between January 20 and 
February 9, in which more than one hundred people were killed across the gover-
norates of Homs, Al-Hasaka, Raqqa, and Deir ez-Zor in areas under the control of 
SDF forces.

In the areas controlled by Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham, six civilians from one family 
were killed, in a massacre committed by the regime forces and Russia, when their 
house was targetted with a mortar shell in the town of Maarat al-Na’san, north-
east of Idlib. Opposition factions responded to the bombardment by targeting the 
headquarters and gathering centers of the regime forces with artillery, rockets, and 
heavy machine guns.

On February 17, the Popular Resistance Brigades affiliated with Hay’at Tahrir 
al-Sham celebrated the graduation of 180 fighters in the presence of leaders from 
the Salvation Government, affiliated with Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham. On February 15 
the the organization celebrated the graduation of snipers.
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Militias in the Autonomous Administration (SDF) areas

The SDF militia and the Internal Security Forces of the Democratic Union Party 
(Asayish) militia continued to pursue ISIS cells in combing operations in Al-Hasa-
ka and its surrounding countryside, after ISIS took control of Ghweran prison last 
month in a storming operation that left dozens of fighters from the Kurdish militia 
and ISIS dead. February 7 saw the biggest clashes between the SDF and ISIS fight-
ers who had sought sanctuary in the vicinity of Ghweran, resulting in a number of 
deaths on both sides.

Meanwhile, the SDF continued its campaign to recruit young men in its areas of 
control by force, despite a general amnesty for those fleeing compulsory conscrip-
tion, issued on February 23. The decision includes a 45-day “settlement” for those 
fleeing military service inside Syria, and 90 days for those outside who have failed 
to serve.

The opposition National Army factions in northern Syria

The month of February saw a greater integration of armed factions in opposi-
tion-controlled areas. The bombing of military and civilian sites by the Syrian re-
gime and SDF continued in opposition-controlled areas. There were also more ex-
plosions with explosive devices of unknown origin, which resulted in a number of 
casualties, most of whom were civilians.

The merger of armed factions in the northern regions of Syria continued in Feb-
ruary, with the support of Turkey. On February 15, various groups including, Ahrar 
al-Sharqiya, Jaish al-Sharqiya, Division 20, and Suqur al-Sham, affiliated with the 
Turkish-backed Syrian National Army (SNA), fully merged into a single military 
formation under the banner of the Liberation and Construction Movement, con-
sisting of about seven thousand fighters. The commander of the Al-Sharqiya Army, 
Major Hussein Al-Hammadi, was assigned to lead the formation, while the com-
mander of Ahrar Al-Sharqiya, known as Abu Hatem Shaqra, was appointed as the 
deputy.



Harmoon Center For Contemporary Studies

10

The tripartite committee investigating violations committed by the Sultan Su-
leiman Shah Division (Al-Amashat), led by Muhammad Al-Jassem (Abu Amsha), 
issued a statement that included several provisions against the new faction and its 
leading figures. The most prominent ruling was the expulsion of Abu Amsha and 
his two brothers Walid Al-Jassem (Saif ), and Malik Al-Jassem (Abu Siraj), outside 
the area of     “Olive Branch” for two years. On February 18, Al-Bab city in the eastern 
countryside of Aleppo saw a popular demonstration, in support of the decisions of 
the investigation committee concerning the violations committed by the Sultan 
Suleiman Shah Division (Al-Amshat).

In a surprising military event in February, four civilians were killed and two 
wounded, when artillery shelling originating from the Syrian regime and Russian 
forces targeted a fuel market and an area on the outskirts of the “Al Widows” camp, 
near the town of Termanin, North of Idlib, close to the Syrian-Turkish border.

The SDF continued to target opposition-controlled areas, with three people 
killed and others wounded by artillery shelling in the center of Azaz, north of Alep-
po. Military observers reported that the shelling came from areas controlled by the 
SDF and the Syrian regime forces. 

On February 12, five civilians, including four members of the same family (a man, 
his wife and two of their children), were wounded in a double attack with two guid-
ed missiles from SDF forces in the northern countryside of Aleppo, on the outskirts 
of Jarablus city, 

Explosive devices continued to claim the lives of civilians and soldiers. One ex-
plosive device was set off inside a car in the city of Al-Bab in the eastern countryside 
of Aleppo; the explosion led to the death of a member of the Public Relations Office 
from the Third Legion of the Syrian National Army. Another device detonated near 
a transportation building in the center of the city of Azaz in the northern country-
side of Aleppo, which led to four people being injured, including three children.

Meanwhile, the Al-Sham Legion faction of the Syrian National Army announced 
the arrest of some of its members and of the investigation committee supervising 
the detention center in which a civilian was killed under torture on February 25. 
The faction issued direct instructions to hand over the committee and the mem-
bers to the military judiciary in Afrin, to try the accused and punish those found 
guilty. A security force affiliated with the faction handed over the body of Abdul 
Razzaq Trad Al-Obaid to his family, after he was killed under torture in one of its 
prisons north of Aleppo.
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In al-Tanf, eastern Syria, an unusual level of cooperation occurred between the 
Commandos of the Revolution faction stationed at the American al-Tanf base, and 
the local anti-terrorism faction in As-Suwayda, which handed over a suspect, Jaw-
dat Hamza, to the Commandos faction. Hamza is thought to be a collaborator with 
the Lebanese Hezbollah and is accused of involvement in drug smuggling opera-
tions in southern Syria.
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Military developments index and distribution of control

The Military Developments Index monitors changes in the map of influ-
ence and in the military movements of the main actors in Syria, through a 
monitoring network distributed all over the Syrian governorates and cit-
ies.
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Security Incidents Index

The Security Incidents Index monitors various security events, includ-
ing bombings, shootings, explosions, killings, arrests, and other such in-
cidents, and documents the location and history of their occurrence in 
Syria. The index provides analysis regarding the location of the event, its 
frequency, the rate of increase and decrease compared to previous months, 
and classifies the events according to the authorities responsible for them, 
their percentage of responsibility, and the type of targets, whether civilian 
or military.
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For the fourth month in a row, there was no Syrian governorate marked in red on 
the security events index of the Harmoon Observatory.

The observatory recorded 387 security incidents in various Syrian governorates, 
a decrease of 17% compared to last month, in which 467 incidents were recorded.

Hama, Idlib, Deir Ez-Zor, Raqqah and Al-Hasakah recorded a significant de-
crease in the number of security incidents recorded this month (February 2022), 
compared to the previous month, at rates of 67%, 52%, 31%, 18% and 6%, respec-
tively.

The governorates of Daraa, Damascus Countryside and Aleppo recorded an in-
crease in the number of security incidents recorded during this month (February 
2022), at rates of 36%, 25%, and 23%, respectively.

For the second month in a row, artillery shelling topped the list of the most re-
corded security incidents, with 113 cases this month, compared to 226 last month, 
a 50% increase.

Shootings/clashes were at the same levels recorded last month.

There was an increase in the number of arrests and the explosion of war rem-
nants this month compared to last month at rates of 48% and 150%, respectively.
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Compared to last month, there was a decrease in the number of artillery shells 
fired, in the areas controlled by the SDF, the opposition and the regime, by 56%, 
44% and 49%, respectively.

The opposition-controlled areas have the least recorded cases of shooting/armed 
clashes, with a 7% increase in shooting/armed clashes, in SDF-controlled areas, 
and a decrease of 9% in the regime-controlled areas, compared to last month.

A significant increase is observed in the number of arrests registered in SDF-con-
trolled areas in February, where 60 cases were registered, compared to 37 arrests 
last month, an increase of 62%. The rates registered in the regime-controlled areas 
increased by no more than 18%.

There is an increase in the cases of explosive war remnants in the areas con-
trolled by the regime and SDF-controlled areas, compared to last month.
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The armed opposition forces are no longer the parties most responsible for se-
curity incidents in Syria, as they recorded a remarkable decrease of 51% compared 
to last month, in which 148 incidents were recorded.

After unknown parties, the SDF tops the list of parties most responsible for secu-
rity incidents in the whole of Syria, with an increase of 10%. A noticeable decrease 
was observed in the number of security incidents caused by the regime forces in 
February (52 cases), a decrease of 60% compared to last month, in which 130 cases 
were recorded.

A clear increase is noted in the number of security incidents caused by Turkish 
forces during this month (11), an increase of more than the double, compared to 
last month.
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There is a significant decrease in the number of civilian sites targeted in security 
incidents in various Syrian governorates this month with 203 cases, an increase of 
174%, compared to 74 civilian sites targeted last month.

More civilian sites were targeted in Daraa governorate than elsewhere in the 
country, with 35 civilian sites targeted, a relative increase (46%) compared to last 
month.
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There was a decrease in the number of military sites targeted in security inci-
dents in February in the areas controlled by the SDF, the regime and the opposi-
tion, (54%, 38% and 70% respectively), with a significant increase in the number of 
civilian sites targeted (400%, 74% and 125% respectively). 

About 51% of the sites in general, and 53% of the military sites targeted during 
February were located within SDF-controlled areas.



Harmoon Center For Contemporary Studies

19

For the third month in a row, more than 53% of civilian sites were targeted by 
regime forces and the SDF, while approximately 36% of civilian sites were targeted 
by unknown parties.

88% of the sites targeted in February in security incidents from the SDF side 
were civilian sites. The percentage of all sites targeted by the regime forces reached 
64%. However, the percentage of sites targeted by the Armed Opposition Factions 
does not exceed 11%.
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More than 90% of the sites targeted in February by Turkish forces were military 
sites.

There is a relative decrease in total security incidents recorded this month, and 
the general trend indicator for the last six months indicates a continuous decrease 
on a monthly basis. The average monthly rate of decrease is 9%, compared to 3% 
last month.
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The civilian sites indicator shows that there is an increase of about 22%, on a 
monthly basis, taking into account only the last six months, in comparison to 20% 
in the previous month.
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Victims and abuse

The Violations Monitoring Team at the Harmoon Center recorded the killing 
in February of at least 102 Syrians, including 96 civilians, of whom eighteen were 
children, seven were women, ten victims of torture, one a media activist, and one 
medical staff member.

Unknown parties killed the largest number of victims, totalling 46 people, in-
cluding 22 civilians who were killed due to the explosion of booby-traps and battle 
remnants, including shells and mines.Ten of those killed were children, while the 
rest died in kidnappings and shootings, in addition to the death of a civilian under 
torture after being kidnapped.

The Documentation Office also recorded the killing of 25 people, including 16 
civilians, at the hands of the SDF militia and the Kurdish People’s Protection Units 
(YPG), including two children, a woman, and a detainee under torture. 17 civilians 
died at the hands of Al-Assad’s forces, including three children, two women, and 
seven victims of torture.

Five civilians were killed by Russian forces; three civilians were killed by Turkish 
forces, one of whom was a child; and two people were killed by the Syrian National 
Army, one of them under torture. A child was killed with a projectile that detonated 
from the bomb remnants of Al-Assad forces and Russia.

As for the governorates that recorded the largest number of victims, Daraa had 
the greatest with 22 people killed. 21 people were killed in Idlib, and 14 in Deir Ez-
zor.
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Victims and Violations Index

The Victims and Violations Index documents all civilian and non-civilian victims 
who were killed as a result of military or security operations in Syria, and identifies 
the governorate to which the victim belongs, in addition to the place and cause of 
death, including shootings, clashes, shellings, arrest and torture, and other kinds of 
violations. The indicator categorizes victims according to the authorities respon-
sible for causing the death, and classifies victims according to basic categories (ci-
vilians/ non-civilians, men/ women/ children), documenting each victim by name, 
date and photos, along with any other information available from reliable sources.
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Once again, Daraa and Idlib governorates had the highest rates of victims re-
corded this month, highlighted in red on the victim index, with an increase of 57% 
and 75% respectively, compared to last month.

There is a general increase in the number of civilian casualties recorded through-
out Syria, with 96 victims recorded this month, compared to 69 victims last month, 
an increase of 39%.

There was an increase in the number of victims recorded in the governorates of 
Raqqah and Aleppo, this month by 125% and 27%, compared to last month.

The monitoring team recorded a decrease in the number of victims in Hama and 
Deir Ez-Zor, this month, with a decrease of 50% and 8%, compared to the previous 
month.

There is an increase in the number of casualties as a result of missile/air bom-
bardment, the explosion of landmines and torture, compared to last month, at 
rates of 150%, 150% and 25%, respectively.
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Unknown parties are still the most responsible for causing civilian casualties, 
but there has also been an increase in the number of deaths caused by the regime 
forces throughout Syria (16%) this month, compared to last month, when the per-
centage was 12%.
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There was a greater number of casualties recorded in all parts of Syria in Febru-
ary 2022 compared to the previous six months. The general trend of the casualty in-
dex shows a gradual increase for the first time in six months. The average increase 
is 9%, which was down about 7% from last month.
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