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A Preliminary Summary of the Military and Security 
Monitoring Report on Syria

In March, the frequency of military and security incidents decreased, along with 
the frequency of bombings and air raids by regime forces and the Russian air force. 
There was also a clear decline in attacks launched by Israel, and by the Islamic 
State (ISIS). Also noted was a decline in the frequency of clashes, infiltration, and 
shelling between the factions of the National Army of the Syrian opposition and the 
Kurdish militias. Harmoon observers did not record any changes in the frontline 
separating the various military forces that control the Syrian territories.

In conjunction with Russia’s war on Ukraine, Russian forces withdrew a number 
of mercenaries from the Wagner militia from several locations east of Homs, near 
the city of Palmyra and in the vicinity of the city of Mahin. Iranian-backed militias 
took advantage of the vacuum caused by these withdrawals to consolidate their 
power with elements and equipment from the Sayid al-Shuhada’ brigade, and the 
Lebanese Hezbollah.

In contrast with the general decline in the number of security incidents across 
the country, security chaos continued in the Syrian regime-controlled areas in 
southern Syria, mainly in Daraa and As-Suwayda, and assassinations continued in 
Daraa, leaving dozens dead and injured.

Harmoon monitors recorded the killing and wounding of dozens of members 
from the regime forces and the militias supporting it in several attacks launched by 
ISIS in the Syrian desert.

The Syrian-Jordanian border is still being used as a crossing point for drug smug-
glers who depart in corridors from Syrian territory, held by the regime after it took 
control of southern Syria, into Jordan. The high rate of drug smuggling into Jordan 
from the Syrian side of the border constitutes a continuous security challenge for 
Jordanian officials.
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American Forces on Syrian Territory

With the exception of one attack on the positions of American forces in Syria, 
Harmoon Center monitors did not record any military developments in March, 
and there was no change in the number of deployments of American forces and 
their locations.

The single attack against US forces came on the night of March 16, when five 
missiles hit the Al-Omar Field, the largest American military base in the country. 
The missiles were launched from positions of the Iranian-backed militias in the 
eastern desert, southeast of Deir Ez-Zor, but no casualties were recorded. The at-
tack coincided with military maneuvers conducted by the international coalition 
forces, consisting mainly of American forces and Kurdish militias affiliated with 
the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) in the vicinity of Al-Omar oil base in north-
eastern Syria, in which live rounds of ammunition were used.

On March 7, the US designated the Al-tawhid wal-jihad brigade, operating in 
northwestern Syria, as a terrorist group. The battalion consists of jihadist elements, 
mostly Uzbeks and Tajiks, and it is a splinter group of the Sham Liberation Com-
mittee, formerly known as Al-Nusra Front.

Turkish Forces on Syrian Territory

During the month of March, the Turkish army escalated its operations against 
Kurdish militias in Syria, with the announcement by the Turkish Ministry of De-
fence on March 16 of the killing of eight members from the SDF who were trying to 
infiltrate into their areas of influence in northwestern Syria.  On March 27, Turkish 
forces bombed positions of the Syrian regime in the 46th Regiment, west of Aleppo, 
using heavy artillery. The shelling came in response to the targeting of a Turkish ar-
mored vehicle on the road between the city of Atarib and the village of Kafr Noran, 
in which two Turkish soldiers were injured.
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Russian Forces and their Militias on Syrian Territory

Russian warplanes and reconnaissance aircraft maintained the pace of their 
sorties, despite a significant decrease in the number of operations by Russian war-
planes in Syria since the start of the Russian invasion of Ukraine on February 24. 
Harmoon observers recorded a single attack by the Russian Air Force, on March 
28, which consisted of four airstrikes carried out with vacuum missiles around the 
town of Maarat al-Naasan, northeast of Idlib. The airstrikes caused no casualties.

The most important military event that related to the presence of Russian forc-
es in Syria, was Russia’s withdrawal on March 25 of all the Wagner militia fighters 
from their positions in the city of Mahin, east of Homs, and the reduction of Russian 
military police officers in Aleppo, stationed on the outskirts of al-Hamdaniya and 
New Aleppo, and around the Ramouseh garage, as well as the Jamiliya and Mash-
had areas.

Russian military police deployed several patrols on the line between Syria and 
the occupied Golan Heights, with no apparent reasons given for this deployment.

Russian forces in Syria also increased the number of offices designated to regis-
ter young Syrian mercenaries, and recruit them into the ranks of its invading forc-
es in Ukraine. In addition to the three previous offices opened in early March, in 
As-Suwayda, Tartus and Aleppo, offices were opened in the last week of March in 
Deir Ez-Zor, Al-Hasakah and Raqqah. These offices register dozens of young men 
and former fighters in the militias affiliated with the regime on a daily basis, most 
of whom are looking for some kind of financial income, due to the deterioration in 
economic and living conditions in Syria.

Iranian Forces and their Militias on Syrian Territory

For the fourth month in a row, Harmoon monitors recorded a decline in the 
military movements of the Iranian-backed militias in Syria. No combat operations 
or reinforcements of militia positions were recorded, throughout the month of 
March. However, on March 26, the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) de-
ployed fighting groups as well as fighters from the Lebanese Hezbollah militia to 
positions vacated by the Russian Wagner militia in Mahin, east of Homs, equipped 
with armored vehicles.
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Following an Israeli airstrike in Syria on March 7 which killed two Iranian com-
manders, the Iranian Revolutionary Guard vowed that Israel would pay a price for 
the attack. The two commanders killed were Colonel Ehsan Karbala’i Pour and Col-
onel Morteza Saeed Nejad.

Syrian-Arab Borders

Due to the Syrian regime’s use of smuggling and drug trafficking to fund and 
enrich its leaders, the Syrian territories are still considered to be a source of con-
cern to neighboring countries, especially Jordan, where many of the drugs end up. 
Indeed, the Jordanian army has thwarted several infiltration attempts by smug-
gling groups carrying large quantities of narcotic substances, the most important 
of which took place on March 4, when a smuggler was killed by the Jordanian army.  
A further  attempt to smuggle large quantities of Captagon pills and hashish was 
also thwarted by the Jordanian army, after the drugs were confiscated at the border 
on March 27.

On the eastern border, the Iraqi Army’s Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations, 
Lieutenant-General Qais al-Muhammadawi, announced on March 3 that Iraq in-
tends to build reinforcements on the border with Syria to stop the flow of smug-
glers carrying drugs and other goods into Iraq.

Israeli Operations on Syrian Territory

Despite a reduction in the number operations carried out by the Israeli army 
inside Syrian territory, on March 7 the Israeli army bombed a site belonging to the 
Syrian regime, used by Iranian militias, in Dahiyat Al-Assad in the Harasta area of 
the Damascus countryside. The attack resulted in the killing of two prominent of-
ficers from the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps, and caused damage to a large 
number of civilian properties, including houses and cars, destroyed by anti-aircraft 
missiles fired by regime forces.

On March 8 and 9, Israel raised a state of alert in the occupied Golan Heights 
along the border strip with Syria, after a number of Lebanese Hezbollah militia 
were seen entering the occupied territory. The militia members left the area, with 
the purpose of their mission unknown.
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Syrian Regime Forces

Security chaos and instability continues in areas controlled by the regime in 
southern Syria, mainly in both Daraa and As-Suwayda, where the Syrian regime 
forces have incurred losses among their members as a result of bombings, armed 
attacks, and assassinations, despite attempts by the regime forces and agencies to 
tighten their grip on these areas. In northern Syrian however, the frequency of the 
regime’s bombardment of sites has decreased, and the regime’s security services 
have continued to arrest civilians wanted for compulsory service. In western Syria, 
several attacks thought to have been carried out by ISIS against regime forces and 
their militias resulted in the death of dozens of people with a number of others 
injured.  

In further detail, eighteen members of the regime forces were killed in March in 
separate attacks by ISIS fighters, the largest of which was an attack on an overnight 
bus, east of the third station in the Palmyra desert, eastern Syria, on March 6, killing 
13 troops and injuring a number of others. Another attack took place on March 10 
in Jabal Al-Amour, east of Homs, where five members of the Iranian-backed mi-
litias, who were accompanying the regime forces, were killed. The regime forces 
brought new military reinforcements to the desert region in eastern Syria in a cam-
paign targeting ISIS cells, which are spread widely throughout the desert.

As for Daraa, security tension returned to the city of Jassim, after a regime secu-
rity patrol attacked a group of former fighters belonging to opposition factions on 
March 15. Opposition fighters responded by killing a member of the regime’s secu-
rity forces and wounding others, with a number of regime vehicles also destroyed. 
The incident was followed by negotiations that took place at the headquarters of 
the Ninth Division in al-Sanamayn, north of Daraa. The regime agreed to withdraw 
all of the forces  that it had amassed in the city, in exchange for the return of mil-
itary vehicles that it had lost during the confrontation, and for the release of six 
security personnel captured by local fighters.

On March 17, patrols of the Syrian regime forces were targeted by explosive de-
vices planted by unknown persons on the Damascus-Daraa International Highway. 
The incident coincided with the assassination of the acting mayor of Daraa’s Jassim 
City, retired Colonel Taysir al-Uqla.
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Kidnappings continued in As-Suwayda. On March 9, unknown persons kid-
napped an official responsible for managing the fuel sector in the government water 
corporation in As-Suwayda in front of his house in the Al-Miyah housing complex 
in the city. The Men of Dignity affirmed their presence once again in As-Suwayda, 
after they expelled the Syrian regime’s security patrols from the Al-Jarrah round-
about in the city in response to the arrest of a member of a Lebanese Druze delega-
tion, which had come to the governorate to offer it condolences to Sheikh Akl on 
the death of his mother in Syria.

In Aleppo, security tensions developed into an armed clash, between members 
of the regime forces and the SDF militia near a checkpoint of a branch of the State 
Security, close to Al-Sheikh Maqsoud. At the same time, the city of Qamishli wit-
nessed light armed clashes between a group of SDF militia and another militia af-
filiated with the National Defense, which caused a number of injuries to fighters 
on both sides.

Members of the Syrian regime’s National Defense militia were also injured, one 
of them seriously, after an armed clash broke out among a group of tribesmen in 
the city of Al-Bukamal, east of Deir Ez-Zor.

In a significant event on March 20, one of the most famous leaders of the shabi-
ha militia in the eastern countryside of Hama, Musayyib Nimer Salameh, died in 
prison three days after his arrest on March 17 by Syrian regime forces in the city of 
Salamiyah in Hama on various charges, including kidnapping. The family of Sala-
meh have accused the Criminal Security Branch in Hama for his death, based on 
orders from security authorities.

Jihadist Factions

The frequency of ISIS attacks decreased in March, with one qualitative operation 
carried out against the regime forces and the militias supporting it in the Syrian Ba-
dia, east of Homs, in which dozens of members of the regime and its militias were 
killed and wounded on 6 and 10 March.

The Al-Hol camp in Al-Hasakah witnessed clashes between cells affiliated with 
ISIS and members of the Internal Security militia, Asayish, affiliated with the SDF.
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In Idlib, Harmoon monitors recorded the arbitrary arrest of a number of people 
by the security apparatus of Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham for various reasons. This includ-
ed the arrest of the media activist, Muhammad Sobeih, from the city of Sarmada, 
north of Idlib, on March 8. His wife, who was also arrested hours earlier, was re-
leased while Sobeih remains in detention without trial.

Militias in the Autonomous Administration (SDF) Areas

The Kurdish militias controlling the areas of northeastern Syria continued their 
policies aimed at tightening their security grip and preventing any protest or oppo-
sition movement. The Internal body of the Autonomous Administration founded 
what it called ‘riot police’ affiliated with the Internal Security Forces Asayish militia 
in its areas of influence.

The SDF militia intensified its forced recruitment campaigns for young men in 
the areas of its control. On March 28, it besieged the villages of Al-Safafna, Al-Ar-
qoub, Al-Marashda, and Al-Susah in the eastern countryside of Deir Ezzor, and the 
village of Hawaijbomsa’a, west of Deir Ezzor, and launched a massive campaign 
of arrests. The SDF militia also launched a sweeping operation against ISIS cells 
south of Al-Hasaka on March 12, starting from the town of Al-Haddadiyah, passing 
through Al-Shaddadi to Al-Dashisha district.

At the beginning of March, three members of the Syrian regime forces were 
killed, including a leader, and a member of the SDF militia, in a clash between the 
two parties in the vicinity of Tal Tamr, north of Al-Hasakah, against the background 
of increased security tension in the village of Kozliya.

Tension between the two parties continued in more than one area, and trans-
formed into a campaign of mutual arrests, prompted by the arrest a group of Baath 
Party leaders in Al-Hasakah, by SDF militia at a security checkpoint in Raqqa gov-
ernorate, northeastern Syria, on March 14, while they were on their way to the 
Syrian capital, Damascus, to attend a party conference.

On March 10, members of the General Security of the Autonomous Administra-
tion arrested employees working in its institutions in Aleppo, on the charge that 
they were planning to go to the regime’s areas of influence in order to “settle” their 
security situation.
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On the security front, a member of the Internal Security Forces Asayish militia 
was killed as a result of a quarrel with a group of demonstrators from the village of 
Abu Hamam, east of Deir Ez-Zor. This  came after attempts by Asayish to disperse 
an anti-SDF demonstration in the village.

Six members of the SDF militia were also killed by unknown persons, two of 
them east of Deir Ez-Zor, one of whom was an employee of the Deir Ez-Zor Civil 
Council of the Autonomous Administration, and four others who were killed near 
the Sayjan oil field, northeast of Deir Ez-Zor. 

The Opposition National Army Factions in Northern Syria

March witnessed a decrease in the frequency of clashes and shelling in areas 
controlled by the National Army. The Harmoon monitoring team recorded a few 
clashes and the exchange of artillery shells between the Syrian National Army, fac-
tions of the Syrian opposition, and the SDF militia on several fronts. On March 7, 
the Syrian National Army targeted a group of military members of the SDF militia 
on the Sheikh Issa front, west of the city of Marea, in the northern countryside of 
Aleppo, near the contact lines between the regime-controlled areas and the SDF 
militia. One civilian was killed and a number of others were injured in a missile at-
tack by the SDF on the city of Azaz in the northern countryside of Aleppo.

Harmoon monitors also recorded the explosion of a device in a vehicle belong-
ing to the Syrian opposition military police in the city of Jarablus, in the eastern 
countryside of Aleppo, which resulted in one person being injured.
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Military Developments Index and Distribution of Control

The Military Developments Index monitors changes in the map of control and 
records changes in the military movements of the main actors in Syria, through a 
monitoring network distributed in Syrian governorates and cities.
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Security Events Index

The Security Events Index monitors various security incidents, including bomb-
ings, shootings, explosions, killings, arrests, and other incidents, and documents 
the location and history of their occurrence on the Syrian map. The index provides 
analysis regarding the location of the incident, its frequency, the rate of rise and 
fall compared to previous months, and classifies the incidents according to those 
responsible for carrying out the attack, the type of targets, whether civilian or mil-
itary, and the percentage of responsibility of different parties.



Harmoon Center For Contemporary Studies

13

−	 For the fifth consecutive month, no Syrian governorate was recorded in red 
on the security incident index of the Harmoon Observatory. For the first time 
in a year, the security incidents recorded in all Syrian governorates did not 
exceed the 50-incident barrier, a figure that, during the past year, constituted 
an arithmetic average for the number of security incidents in the Syrian gov-
ernorates, according to the statistics of the Harmoon Observatory.

−	 The observatory recorded 230 security incidents in various Syrian governor-
ates, a decrease of 41% compared to the previous month, in which 387 inci-
dents were recorded. This drop is the largest on a monthly basis in almost a 
year.

−	 Al-Hasakah, Aleppo, Raqqa, Idlib, Daraa and Deir ez-Zor recorded a signifi-
cant decrease in the number of security incidents recorded during this month 
(March 2022), compared to the previous month, at rates of 55%, 45%, 44%, 
29% and 27%, respectively. 

−	 Shooting/armed clashes topped the list of the most recorded security inci-
dents, with 84 cases recorded during the current month, compared to the pre-
vious month (106), a decrease of approximately 21%.

−	 There is a significant decrease in the number of cases recorded of artillery 
shelling, as the monitoring team recorded 70 shelling cases during this month, 
compared to the previous month (113), a decrease of 28%.
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−	 There has been a decrease in the number of arrests, aerial bombardments 
and explosive devices, during the current monitoring month, to less than half, 
compared to the previous month.

−	 Compared to the previous month, the number of recorded artillery shelling 
cases in the SDF and opposition-controlled areas decreased to less than a half.

−	 The opposition-controlled areas still had the least recorded number of cases 
of shooting/armed clashes, with an increase of 71.4%, compared to the previ-
ous month.

−	 A decrease is noted in the number of arrests registered in SDF-controlled areas 
for this month, with 27 cases registered, compared to 60 arrests last month, 
i.e. a decrease of 55%. The percentage of cases registered in regime-controlled 
areas also decreased by 12.9%, and, for the fifth consecutive month, no arrests 
were recorded in opposition-controlled areas.
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−	 In terms of those responsible for the security incidents in Syria, unknown par-
ties come first, and the armed opposition forces come second in the order of 
the list, with a decrease of 32.8%, compared to the previous month in which 
73 incidents were recorded by these groups.

−	 There has been a decrease in the number of security incidents caused by the 
SDF during the current month, with (37) cases, a decrease of 56.5%, compared 
to the previous month in which 85 cases were recorded.

−	 A clear decrease is observed in the number of security incidents caused by 
Turkish forces, during the current month, only 3 cases, a decrease of more 
than 72% compared to the previous month.
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−	 There is a significant decrease in the number of civilian sites targeted by se-
curity incidents in various Syrian governorates during the current monitoring 
month, with 91 targets, a decrease of more than 55%, compared to 203 civilian 
sites targeted in the past month.

−	 There is a decrease in the number of military sites targeted by security inci-
dents in various Syrian governorates this month, with 139 targets, a decrease 
of 24.4%, compared to 184 military sites that were targeted last month.

−	 The governorates of northeastern Syria (Al-Hasakah, Raqqa, and Deir ez-Zor) 
top the list, in terms of most civilian sites targeted, with 56 targets, equivalent 
to more than 61% of the total civilian sites targeted in the rest of the Syrian 
governorates.
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−	 There has been a decrease in the number of military sites targeted in security 
incidents this month in the SDF and opposition-controlled areas, by 45.4% 
and 22.2%, respectively, with an increase in regime-controlled areas by 14% 
compared to the previous month.

−	 There is a decrease in the number of civilian sites targeted by security inci-
dents this month, in the SDF, opposition and regime-controlled areas, by 50%, 
48.9% and 71.2%, respectively, compared to the previous month.
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−	 51.7% of the civilian sites targeted by security incidents, during this month, 
were targeted by the regime forces and the SDF, while approximately 45% of 
the civilian sites were targeted by unknown parties.

−	 More than 80% of the sites targeted by the SDF with security incidents were 
civilian sites, during the current month. The percentage of civilian sites tar-
geted out of the total sites targeted by the regime forces was 50%, while the 
percentage did not exceed 6.1% for the armed opposition forces.
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−	 With a significant decrease in the total security incidents recorded during the 
current month, the general trend indicator for the last six months indicates a 
continuous decrease on a monthly basis, with the average monthly decrease 
rate at 14%, down from 9% last month.

−	 The civilian site targeting index shows an increase of about 15% on a monthly 
basis, taking into account only the last six months; noting that the monthly 
increase percentage was 22% last month.
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Victims and Abuse

The Violations Monitoring Team at the Harmoon Center recorded the killing of 
at least 86 Syrians in March, including 84 civilians, 15 of whom were children, five 
women, five victims of torture, and one medical staff member.

The victims were distributed according to the perpetrator as follows: 62 were 
killed at the hands of unknown persons, five at the hands of the Syrian Democrat-
ic Forces and Kurdish People’s Protection Units militia, five victims were killed at 
the hands of the Syrian regime forces and its militias, four were killed by the SDF 
militia and gunmen, and three victims were killed by the Turkish army’s fire. Two 
were killed by Al- Assad forces and gunmen, one was killed by the bombing of the 
International Coalition forces, one was killed by gunmen, another was killed by 
ISIS, and one was killed by the joint bombing of the Syrian regime forces and the 
Russian aggression. Most of the dead were killed in Daraa, 30 were killed in Daraa, 
21 killed in Aleppo, and 17 killed in Deir Ez-Zor.



Harmoon Center For Contemporary Studies

21

Victims and Violations Index

The Victims and Violations Index documents all civilian and non-civilian victims 
who were killed as a result of military or security operations in Syria, and identifies 
the governorate to which the victim belongs, in addition to the place and cause of 
death, according to basic classifications, including shooting and clashes, shelling 
of all kinds, arrest, torture, and others. The index classifies the victims according to 
the authorities responsible, and according to the basic categories (civilians/non-ci-
vilians, men/women/ children) and documents them by name, date and photos, 
with any other information about them gained from reliable sources.
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−	 Daraa Governorate had the highest number of victims recorded during this 
month, indicated red on the victims’ index, after it recorded a 36% increase in 
the number of victims compared to the previous month.

−	 A general decrease in the number of civilian casualties was recorded through-
out Syria. 84 victims were recorded this month, compared to 96 victims last 
month, a decrease of 12.5%.

−	 There was an increase in the number of victims recorded in Deir Ez-Zor and 
Aleppo, during the current monitoring month, by 55% and 50%, compared to 
the previous month.

−	 The monitoring team recorded a decrease in the number of victims recorded 
in the governorates of Raqqah and Al-Hasakah this month, with a decrease of 
33% and 29%, compared to the previous month.

−	 For the first time in nearly a year, only one casualty has been recorded in Idlib 
governorate, with the monthly average number of victims there, since June 
2021, at 23.

−	 There was a significant decrease in the number of victims of missile/air bom-
bardment, by 93%, compared to the previous month.

−	 The number of victims of arrest and torture has fallen to half, compared to the 
previous month.
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−	 The number of victims of kidnappings and murders increased to six during 
the current month, compared to three victims last month.

−	 It is clear that there is an increase in the number of victims of landmine ex-
plosions and gunfire/armed clashes, at rates of 20% and 23.6%, respectively, 
compared to the previous month.
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−	 The unknown parties are still the most responsible for causing civilian casu-
alties, with a decrease in the percentage of responsibility of the regime forces 
and the SDF for causing casualties throughout Syria (6% and 11%, respective-
ly) this month, compared to the previous month, where the percentage was 
16.3% and 36.9%, respectively.

−	 The month of March 2022 lies within the average in terms of number of civil-
ian casualties recorded in the past six months, as the general trendline of the 
casualty index has become almost perfectly horizontal for the first time in six 
months; knowing that it used to indicate a 9% increase on monthly basis last 
month (February 2022).
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