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Executive Summary

The US administration continues to send conflicting signals regarding the Syrian 
regime. At a time when Washington confirmed it does not support normalization 
with the Syrian regime, and reminded its partners of the crimes committed, it also 
included new clauses in the Caesar Act, that facilitate the work of humanitarian 
organizations collaborating with the regime.

Early October Al-Sharq al-Awsat newspaper revealed the contents of a secret 
document called “No Paper”, prepared by the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan months 
ago. The document was the object of discussions between Jordanian King Abdullah 
II and US Presidents Joe Biden in Washington in July, and Russian president Vlad-
imir Putin in August, and with Arab and foreign leaders. The main purpose of the 
document is to draw up a plan for Arab normalization with the Syrian regime, after 
all foreign forces and fighters leave Syria, as well as to reduce Iranian influence in 
certain parts of Syria, while also recognizing Russia’s legitimate interests.

The UN envoy to Syria continued to hold meetings with representatives of coun-
tries involved in the Syrian issue, without any positive change that could lead to a 
political solution.

 On November 30th the Security Council’s session held to discuss violations of the 
Syrian regime, according to Arria received a positive reaction.

Attempts by the International community persisted to suppress the manufac-
turing and marketing of illegal drugs by the Syrian regime and its ally, the Lebanese 
Hezbollah. In fact, international reports continue to shed light on the role of Al-As-
sad family in drug manufacturing and trafficking, especially Captagon.

Military Report

On the military level, the map of influence remains unchanged for the month 
of November, with a relative calm on the frontlines between the conflicitng forces. 

The frequency of bombing opposition-controlled areas in Idlib by the Syrian re-
gime and its militias decreased. There was also a decrease in the intensity of clash-
es between the National Army and SDF, and the chances of a Turkish military op-
eration in north eastern Syria reduced significantly. However, there was an increase 
in ISIS attacks.

Israeli attacks against positions belonging to Assad’s forces and Iran-backed mi-
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litias have increased.

Unidentified parties are still being blamed for the killing of the largest number 
of Syrian victims, while the Syrian regime continues to kill dozens of Syrians, in-
cluding under torture in its prisons.  The number of victims further increased with 
the arrest campaigns launched by the Syrian regime among civilians, including ref-
ugees returning to Syria from Turkey as well as with the arrests of activists and 
civilians by the Syrian Democratic Forces in areas under their control.

Economic and living standards report

On the economic level, Syrians continues to suffer as a result of the high prices of 
basic materials and the lack of supplies in the markets, despite the relative stability 
of the Syrian pound’s exchange rate against the dollar at 3540 SL. Iran continues 
its efforts to dominate the Syrian economy. In fact, the Iranian government made a 
considerable push during November by holding several meetings with officials and 
government agencies in Syria.

The regime government proposed 10 textile-industry companies for joint invest-
ment by the private sector and pro-regime countries, including Khoumasiya Com-
pany, at a time when talks are underway with Iran and Russia about selling dozens 
of government companies to these countries or offering them for investment.
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Monitoring Report for the Month of November 2021
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1- Political and Military Report:

United Nations:

The UN Security Council held a session on November 30th to discuss the vio-
lations by the Syrian regime, according to the Arria formula which allows coun-
cil members to summon individuals to an informal session hear their testimonies 
about issues that fall within the purview of the Security Council. During the session 
Syrian activists Omar al-Shughari, Waad al-Khatib and Ibrahim al-Olabi presented 
their testimonies, calling on the Security Council to take effective measures to save 
the Syrians.

On November 9, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution af-
firming the permanent sovereignty of Syrians in the occupied Syrian Golan, and 
the sovereignty of the Palestinian people in the occupied Palestinian territories 
over their natural resources.

Also, the UN envoy to Syria Geir Pedersen, intensified his meetings aimed at 
discussing the course of action for the Constitutional Committee and the political 
efforts made to solve the Syrian crisis. He met foreign ministers of Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab Emirates and Jordan, as well as Russia’s deputy minister of foreign 
affairs, with plans to meet Syrian Foreign Minister in Damascus in early December.

The United Nations World Food Program warned that food insecurity in Syria 
has reached its highest level since 2011, and that about 12.4 million people in the 
country are starving, an increase of 57 percent from 2019.

United States:

The US Treasury announced the amendment of the sanctions imposed on the 
Syrian regime under the Caesar Act, including facilities for non-governmental or-
ganizations in Syria.

The US administration’s Secretary of State Anthony Blinken and other officials, 
reconfirmed Washington’s lack of support for normalization with the Syrian re-
gime, reminding its partners of the crimes committed by the regime. It stressed 
that Washington’s establishment of a gas pipeline through Syria to Lebanon, is an 
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exception that should not be viewed as a message of encouragement for normal-
ization with Bashar al-Assad.

Linda Thomas Greenfield, Permanent Representative of the United States to the 
United Nations, said during her tour of the Zaatari camp for Syrian refugees in Jor-
dan that Syria is still not safe for the return of Syrian refugees to their country.

In response to an investigation by the New York Times that accused the US 
military of concealing the death of dozens of civilians, The US Central Command 
“Centcom”, defended the legitimacy of an air raid carried out against the Islamic 
State, in Baghouz, Deir- Ez-Zor in Syria in 2019, in which 70 people mostly women 
and children were killed. The strike was carried out at the request of the “Syrian 
Democratic Forces / SDF.

Military

The American forces repositioned themselves in Tal Tamr in Al-Hasakah after 
bringing in dozens of vehicles, soldiers, logistics and engineering materials with 
the aim of establishing an American military site in the town.

Pro-Iranian militias targeted the “Khrab al-Jir” base East of Al-Hasakah with sev-
eral missiles, near the border with Iraq where American forces were deployed. No 
damage or casualties were reported.

 European Countries

The French newspaper “Le Monde” confirmed that the return of the Syrian re-
gime to the international organization “Interpol” is a worrying signal for the oppo-
nents of Bashar al-Assad.

The British Ministry of Defence announced its responsibility for the assassina-
tion of an “Islamic State” organization leader in the city of Ras al-Ain, northwest of 
al-Hasakah Governorate, in northern Syria.

The United Kingdom confirmed its intention to hold the Syrian regime account-
able for its repeated use of chemical weapons, as well as to oppose attempts of 
normalization with the Syrian regime.
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Turkey

Well-informed Turkish diplomatic sources confirmed that the expected military 
operation against the Syrian Democratic Forces / SDF has been suspended, and 
that Ankara decided to freeze it for the time being.

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Davutoglu confirmed that Turkey had agreed 
with four neighbouring countries on the need to “voluntarily” return Syrian ref-
ugees to their country, but the crisis of the Lebanese government postponed the 
agreement, adding: “We are still in the process of implementing that agreement.”

The Turkish authorities issued a decision freezing the assets of 10 people and 3 
entities, including Syrians, on charges of supporting the Kurdish People’s Protec-
tion Units (YPG), which is on the terrorism red list in Turkey, along with Al-Qaeda, 
Al-Nusra Front, and ISIS.

The mayor of Turkish province of Bolu, Tango Özcan, announced that he had 
submitted a proposal to increase the marriage fees for foreign nationals to 100,000 
Turkish liras, which is equivalent to 100 times the current fees.

On the military front:

A Turkish soldier was killed on November 26 in the Kilis border region with Syr-
ia, in clashes with people trying to cross illegally from Turkey into Syria.

Early in November a Turkish drone carried out a raid on the countryside of Tal 
Abyad, north of Raqqa governorate, killing four SDF fighters.

Russia:

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov renewed his accusations against some 
countries, without naming them, of obstructing the return of displaced Syrians to 
their country, during a meeting with the Lebanese Foreign Minister in Moscow on 
November 22.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov denounced the Western ban of estab-
lishing projects in a number of countries, including Syria and Russia.

In statements to the Deputy Head of the Russian Coordination Centre in 
Hmeimim, Admiral Vadim Kolette, the Russian Defence Ministry renewed its ac-
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cusations of “Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham” for storing containers of toxic materials in an 
underground shelter near the city of Sarmada near Idlib, in preparation for a fabri-
cated chemical attack, with the aim of accusing the Syrian regime.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov met in Moscow with a delegation from 
the Syrian opposition “Peace and Freedom Front”, headed by its leader Ahmed 
Al-Jarba. He also met Ilham Ahmed, the leader of the “Syrian Democratic Council”.

 On the military side:

Russia continued its operations to extend its influence to areas controlled by the 
Syrian Democratic Forces, by converting part of Qamishli International Airport into 
an air base, establishing headquarters and restoring a runway at the airport. Last 
October, the airport witnessed the landing of the first Russian Sukhoi plane. The 
Russian forces have deployed the Russian air defence system S-300 in the Tabaqa 
military airport in Raqqah governorate, and planted mines in the Tal Rifaat area, 
thereby supporting the “SDF” forces there. Russia also strengthened their military 
base at Ming military airport north of Aleppo, and carried out military manoeuvres 
early in November in the western countryside of Tal Abyad, north of Raqqah, and 
east of Ain Issa city, as well as air exercises for the Syrian regime forces, which in-
cluded air manoeuvers using aircraft SU-24.

Russian warplanes continued their raids on sites in Idlib, Jisr al-Shughur and 
Kafr Takharim. In early November, Russian helicopters flew for the first time at a 
low altitude over the city of al-Bab, east of Aleppo.

In November, Russia intensified its aerial bombardment of areas where “Islamic 
State” organization are present in the Syrian desert, in conjunction with the securi-
ty sweep operations of the area by the Syrian army.

Iran:

Iran’s Foreign Minister Hussein Amir Abdollahian welcomed the UAE Foreign 
Minister Abdullah bin Zayed’s visit to Damascus and his meeting with Assad, 
during a call between the two ministers, in which they also discussed bilateral rela-
tions and areas of joint cooperation between Iran and the UAE.

Iran continued its efforts to dominate the Syrian economy, and its government 
made a considerable move in November by launching events and holding econom-
ic meetings, including a forum held by the Ministries of Economy, Foreign Trade 
and Industry in Syria, in cooperation with the Iranian Ministry of Industry, Trade 
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and Mines, at the Dama Rose Hotel in Damascus. The meeting was titled the “Syri-
an-Iranian Institutional Investment” to discuss joint investment opportunities. The 
joint Syrian-Iranian Industrial Committee also held a meeting headed by Minister 
of Industry Ziad Sabbagh, and Iranian Minister of Industry, Mines and Trade Sayed 
Reza Fatemi Amin. On November 29th  the second exhibition of Iranian products 
was launched on the exhibition grounds in Damascus, with the participation of 
164 commercial and industrial companies specialized in medical equipment, agri-
cultural tools, oil, gas, petrochemical, food, textile and automobile equipment. Iran 
and the Syrian regime also signed an executive program for scientific, cultural and 
research cooperation, and an agreement with the regime government to resume 
religious tourism between the two countries. The first phase of the agreement will 
be implemented by Tehran by sending 100,000 Iranians to Syria, to visit the reli-
gious sites. 

 On the Military side:

Harmoon monitors noted intense movements of the “Hezbollah” militia, on the 
Syrian-Lebanese border, to change the places where weapons and ammunition 
were stored in the outskirts of the region and transport them to other areas, in 
addition to the Iranian Revolutionary Guard militias frequently transporting heavy 
military equipment in trucks, from T-4 military airport, east of Homs, to Shaayrat 
airport, southwest of Homs.

Harmoon monitors confirmed that during November the Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard made many changes as to the security officials of the militias affiliated with 
them, in the vicinity of Palmyra and the desert of Homs. 

A number of “Lebanese Hezbollah” militia members were killed and others were 
wounded, in three explosions targeting their military movements near Mahin 
warehouses, in Homs countryside.

The “Lebanese Hezbollah” militia has reinforced its positions on the frontlines 
in Idlib, by deporting a column of vehicles and soldiers, from Kweris Airport in the 
eastern countryside of Aleppo, accompanied by the Syrian regime’s missile battal-
ion.

Harmoon monitors recorded the establishment of separate bases by pro-Iranian 
militias with individual platforms for surface-to-surface missiles, in the vicinity of 
the headquarters of the “Asa’ib Ahl al-Haq” militia, in the village of Al-Suway’iyah 
in Al-Bukamal.
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Arab Countries

In a visit that is the first of its kind since the start of the Syrian revolution, an 
Emirati delegation headed by Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed, visited 
Syria on November 9, and met Bashar al-Assad.

Qatar’s Foreign Minister Mohammed bin Abdurrahman Al Thani, reiterated his 
rejection of the normalization of relations with the Syrian regime, and the Qatari 
minister stressed - during a joint press conference held in Washington on Novem-
ber 14th with his American counterpart Anthony Blinken - the need to hold the 
regime accountable for his crimes.

Jordan’s King Abdullah II, during a meeting with Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, King 
of Bahrain, reiterated his country’s support for efforts to preserve Syria’s sovereign-
ty, stability, territorial integrity and people.

 Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi denied that there are plans to visit 
Syria soon, stressing that Jordan is working with its allies to advance a political 
solution to the Syrian crisis.

The Lebanese Foreign Minister, Abdullah Bou Habib, accused Western countries 
of obstructing the return of the displaced Syrians to their homeland, for reasons 
related to their position regarding the Syrian regime.

Algerian President Abdelmajid Tebboune hinted that the Arab summit his coun-
try will be hosting next March will witness Syria’s return to the Arab League.

Israel

The Israeli Consul in Dubai, Ilan Shtolemann, welcomed the visit of the UAE 
Foreign Minister to Damascus and his meeting with Bashar al-Assad, stressing that 
the UAE is trying to build bridges with Syria, in the way it signed a peace treaty with 
Israel.

With the approval and protection of the Syrian regime, and according to the of-
ficial Israeli channel (Kan), 12 American Jews of Syrian origin visited Damascus in 
November, decades after their departure.

Al-Sharq al-Awsat newspaper quoted Israeli Minister of Construction and Hous-
ing Ze’ev Elkin, and a senior officer in the Israeli Air Force, that Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett agreed during their 
meeting in Sochi to work to remove Iran from Syria, and to continue Israel’s policy 
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towards Syria, including air strikes on regime sites and Iranian militias.

On the military side:

In five separate attacks during November, Israeli air raids targeted Iranian mili-
tia and Syrian forces sites in Homs, Tartus and Damascus countryside, in addition 
to two Iranian militia sites around the city of Al-bukamal, east of Deir Ez-Zor, on 
the Iraqi border.

The Israeli army announced it had arrested two Syrians trying to enter the occu-
pied Golan.

A few days ago, Hebrew sources revealed that Israeli occupation forces stormed 
Syrian territory and blew up a building believed to be an arms depot for the Syrian 
regime.

Media sources confirmed that the Israeli army has installed advanced monitor-
ing devices and systems for early detection of any security and military threats on 
the borders with Syria and Lebanon, in light of the threats it senses from the “Hez-
bollah” militia and Iran.

Syrian Regime

The President of the Syrian regime, Bashar al-Assad, issued four decrees ap-
pointing new governors for the governorates of “Lattakia, Idlib, Sweida and Daraa,” 
according to what was published by the “Presidency of the Republic” page. Bashar 
al-Assad also issued a decree cancelling Article 35, which stipulates naming the 
Mufti of the Syrian Arab Republic.

The regime’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs opened its consular office in Daraa, in 
the presence of the regime’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Faisal Miqdad, and other 
officials.  

The security forces of the Syrian regime arrested Syrian families, whose mem-
bers returned from Turkey to their homes in Aleppo, despite guarantees given by 
the mayors of the eastern neighbourhoods that they could return without being 
held accountable by the regime.

Tartus Governorate issued a circular in mid-November to collect unlicensed 
weapons from citizens, which are widely spread among the “Shabiha” militia mem-
bers, within a period not exceeding a month from the date of its release. This step 
comes after widespread murders and kidnappings at gunpoint, in regime-con-
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trolled areas.

The Minister of Interior in the regime government, Muhammad al-Rahmoun 
claimed that the regime plans to complete the electronic passport project, rebuild 
and restore the headquarters of the destroyed police units and provide them with 
the necessary equipment, and build and restore the headquarters of civil affairs 
directorates and secretariats. 

A military source, in the 25th Division of the regime forces, confirmed that ex-
perts from North Korea arrived in Syria during the month of November, on military 
missions, and not combat, to support the regime forces in an upcoming battle.

The head of the Russian Investigative Committee, Alexander Bastrykin, discussed 
in Damascus with the head of the regime’s National Security Office Ali Mamlouk 
and Minister of Justice Ahmed al-Sayed ways of close cooperation with the regime’s 
agencies and the fight against terrorism crimes.

The regime forces dismantled military sites, and checkpoints close to the Da-
mascus-Amman road, and others in the Daraa al-Balad neighbourhood and its sur-
roundings, as well as the neighbourhoods of Dael, Sheikh Miskin, Ibta’ and areas of 
the western and eastern countryside of Daraa.

A member of the advisory team to combat the Corona virus in the regime’s gov-
ernment, Dr. Naboug Al-Awa, confirmed that the number of recorded cases of black 
fungus disease in Syria has increased significantly.

Syrian Opposition

The Syrian Islamic Council announced the appointment of Sheikh Sariya Al-Ri-
fai as the Grand Mufti of the Syrian Arab Republic.

The President of the Syrian Interim Government, Abd al-Rahman Mustafa, met 
at the headquarters of the government’s representation in Gaziantep, Ethan Gol-
drich, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for the United States and his accompa-
nying delegation.

The opposition Syrian National Coalition held a meeting, at its headquarters in 
Istanbul with a delegation from the National Coordination Body, to discuss several 
files, most important of which is the Constitutional Committee.

 A delegation of representatives of the Kurdish National Council held a meeting 
with a delegation from the US State Department in Istanbul, to discuss the Syrian 
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situation in general and the Kurdish situation in particular.

 The Interim Government of the National Coalition appointed Brigadier General 
“Hassan Hamadeh” as Minister of Defence, succeeding Major General Salim Idris, 
after a vote conducted by the General Authority of the Syrian National Coalition. 

 The Unified Command post (Azm), which is affiliated with the Syrian National 
Army, announced the return of the “Sultan Suleiman Shah Division” to its ranks, 
after it announced at the beginning of this month its exit, without giving reasons.

 The National Coalition condemned the campaign to promote the restoration of 
relations with the Syrian regime, as a “fatal strategic mistake, and a move towards 
a dead end,” in a statement commenting on the visit of the UAE Foreign Minister 
to Damascus. 

On November 26, hundreds of Syrians demonstrated in the areas of Al-Bab, Azaz, 
Afrin and Akhtarin in the countryside of Aleppo, in protest against drawings from a 
textbook entitled “The Prophet’s Biography,” which they considered offensive to the 
Prophet Muhammad. 

 The co-chair of the Syrian Constitutional Committee, Hadi al-Bahra, announced 
that the work of the Constitutional Committee does not obstruct a political solu-
tion in Syria.

 The Media Relations Office of “Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham” confirmed that freedom of 
media work in the liberated north is one of the greatest achievements in the Syrian 
revolution.

 The Bab al-Hawa border crossing with Turkey announced, on its official Face-
book page, that Turkey has once again allowed the return of the old treatment sys-
tem for Syrian patients in north-western Syria.

Autonomous Administration - ( SDF )

The SDF released 900 detainees on charges of belonging to ISIS, most of them 
from Deir Ez-Zor governorate, and said that the release came on bail from notables 
and sheikhs of the region’s tribes.

The Military Council of the SDF accused the Syrian regime of relying on Turkish 
threats to extend its control over north eastern Syria.
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A report by the British Guardian newspaper accused the Kurdish forces that 
oversee prisons in north eastern Syria of releasing prisoners from ISIS militants, in 
exchange for money, under a reconciliation plan.

The so-called “Autonomous Administration” in northern and eastern Syria is-
sued a decision to impose an annual deferment fee for compulsory service in its 
ranks.

The Autonomous Administration, which controls most of northern and eastern 
Syria, revealed a meeting it recently held with the leadership of the Russian forces 
in Syria, to develop dialogue with the Syrian regime.

The Commander-in-Chief of the SDF, Mazloum Abdi, confirmed that the United 
States and Russia did not give Turkey approval for a military operation targeting 
areas in north eastern Syria.
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2- Military and Security Monitoring

the Syrian Regime:

The Fourth Division withdrew from Daraa as an implementation of the settle-
ment agreement concluded towards the end of last month between the negotiat-
ing committee and the Russian delegation.

Clashes erupted between the regime security forces and people inside the Na-
tional Hospital in As-Suwayda, after regime members tried to arrest two people 
with gunshot wounds.

The regime forces and a number of collaborators were assassinated in Daraa in 
November, most notably Hamid Al-Daraan, a member of the Negotiations Commit-
tee with the regime during the recent “settlement” process in Daraa governorate.

The Syrian regime forces raided an area inhabited by a tribe of Bedouins, in the 
eastern countryside of Daraa, and burned their tents after accusing them of being 
behind the assassination of a member of the regime forces on the 8th of this month.

On the 11th of this month, a regime forces’ division bombed a site in the north of 
Talbiseh, north of Homs, which led to clashes with light weapons that resulted in 
injuries among the regime forces

Citizens of Al-Qurayya, south of As-Suwayda, objected to joint patrols of the 
Russian forces and the regime’s Military Intelligence into their town, and expelled 
their members from the town.

On the 19th of this month members of the “State Security” and “Air Force Intelli-
gence” branches were deployed in a number of eastern neighbourhoods in Aleppo, 
where they arrested 17 civilians, on charges of planning a demonstration.

Jihadist Factions:

Harmoon monitors recorded more than 20 attacks by the Islamic State (ISIS) in 
November, targeting regime forces, Iranian-backed militias, and the Syrian Dem-
ocratic Forces / SDF. The attacks ranged between three assassinations, attacks, 
clashes, the detonation of IEDs and an ambush, to the burning of Al-Faisal oil well 
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near Al-Busaira in the northern countryside of Deir Ez-Zor, and the destruction of 
vehicles.

The city of Kafr Takharim, in the western countryside of Idlib, witnessed a se-
curity alert by the “Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham”, which included arrest campaigns and 
bombing of residents’ houses, against the background of an unknown attack tar-
geting the police station in the city.

International coalition warplanes assassinated a member and leader of the 
Guardians of Religion Organization, in two drone strikes in November.

The Russian forces continued their operations to target civilian areas in Idlib, 
thus inducing several massacres in different areas, the most important of which 
was in Deir Hassan.

Media sources close to “Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham” reported that the latter reached 
an agreement with the “Abu Fatima al-Turki” faction, to hand over their individual 
weapons, after days of clashes between the two parties. As a result, the jihadist fac-
tion left the area of Jabal al-Turkman in Latakia countryside.

The media office of Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham announced that the “Ahl al-Sham 
Gathering” faction, made up of fighters from the city of Hama, has joined the orga-
nization.

Autonomous Administration - ( SDF)

During November, the headquarters of the (SDF) forces in the eastern country-
side of Deir Ez-Zor were subjected to dozens of attacks, mainly on November 8. The 
party responsible for the attacks was not identified.

On November 9th 4 civilians and two SDF fighters were injured in clashes be-
tween the residents of Al-Suwaydiyah al-Kabira village in Raqqah, and SDF mem-
bers, during the latter’s attempt to arrest some wanted men in the village.

On November 20th dozens of civilians demonstrated in the western countryside 
of Deir Ez-Zor, refusing the Russian forces’ passage through their areas originally 
controlled by the SDF.
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The opposition National Army Factions in Northern Syria:

During November, the areas of Ghosn al Zaytoun and dere’ al furat witnessed 
several skirmishes between the factions, most notably in the city of al-Bab between 
“Ahrar al-Sham” and “Al-Jabha al-Shamiya,”  and in Jindires, between “Suleiman 
Shah” faction and the military police; as well as in Afrin, between the “Al-Hamzat” 
faction and the military police, a number of members of the “Al-Khattab Brigade” 
affiliated with the “Al-Sham Legion” were killed and wounded, in clashes with the 
“Ahrar Al-Sharqiya” faction.

Ten children, all from one family, were injured, on the 28th of this month, as a 
result of laser-guided artillery shelling (Krasnbul), by the regime forces and Russia. 
The artillery shells targeted civilian houses in the town of Maarzaf, south of Idlib.

On the 7th of the month, the Unified Operations Room (Azm), a group of several 
factions affiliated with the “Syrian National Army”, announced conducting military 
manoeuvers with live ammunition, to ensure combat readiness on the frontlines 
with the (SDF) forces, under the supervision of Turkish army trainers in Ras al-Ain 
area in Al- Hasakah countryside.

The Syrian Liberation Front arrested an intelligence cell working for the regime 
forces, in an operation carried out by the front’s security apparatus.
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Military Developments Index and Distribution of Control
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For the second month in a row, the military events are concentrated in the gov-
ernorates of Aleppo and Idlib, mainly between the opposition factions and the re-
gime forces.

It was noted that for the third month in a row, ISIS carried on its activity against 
the regime forces in central and north eastern Syria.
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For the first time since June 2021, no Syrian governorate was highlighted in red 
on the Harmoon Observatory security events indicator.

For the first time since June 2021, Idlib governorate does not exceed the barrier 
of 100 security incidents recorded during the month, after a 43% decrease was re-
corded in security incidents recorded during the month of November 2021, com-
pared to the previous month.

The governorates of Lattakia, Hama and Aleppo witnessed a decrease in the re-
corded security incidents, during the current month, compared to the previous 
month, by 63%, 36%, and 31%, respectively.

The governorates of northeastern Syria, Deir ez-Zor, Al-Hasakah, and Raqqa wit-
nessed a significant increase in the number of security incidents recorded in No-
vember 2021, with rates of 59%, 38%, and 35%, respectively.
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A decrease of more than 47.8% is observed in the recorded artillery shelling cas-
es all over Syria, compared to the previous month. The largest decrease was noted 
in ...

A significant increase was noted in the number of shootings and clashes by 49%, 
more than 80% of which is concentrated in SDF-controlled areas.

Compared to the past month, there were no arrests in the areas under the con-
trol of the opposition factions, and a clear decrease in arrests by 64%was noticed 
in the regime-controlled areas, whereas the SDF remains the main responsible for 
civilian arrests in the areas under its control, as 51 arrests were recorded there in 
November 2021, compared to 40 cases last month, which is an increase of 28%.

The number of Security events decreased in the opposition-controlled areas of 
the Syrian Jazeera and the north eastern regions of Syria in November 2021. How-
ever, the opposition-controlled areas of both Idlib and Aleppo had the largest share 
of the security incidents recorded during the same month, where more than 50% of 
the total events were recorded in both governorates.
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Despite the 37% decrease in the number of security incidents caused by the op-
position forces, from 197 last month to 125 this month (November 2021) ; the op-
position forces tops the list of parties responsible for security incidents in Syria, for 
the second month in a row, along with unknown parties.

A 35% decrease in the number of security incidents caused by the regime forces 
in November 2021, (113) was observed.

The number of security incidents by the Turkish forces increased to 21 in No-
vember 2021, compared to only two cases during the past month.
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There is a significant decrease in the number of targeted civilian sites, during the 
current month, with 153 buildings, compared to 247 civilian sites targeted during 
the previous month, a decrease of about 28%.

For the first time, since June 2021, a clear decrease has been recorded in cases of 
targeted civilian sites in Idlib and Aleppo, with 95% and 88%, respectively.

This was not the case for Al-Hasakah and Al-Raqqah which both topped the 
list of governorates with the highest targeted civilian sites, in November 2021. the 
increase rates clearly doubled in Al-Hasakah, and 76% of increase was noted in Al-
Raqqah, followed by Deir Ez-Zor with an increase of 70%, compared to last month.
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The SDF as well as unknown parties are responsible for more than 95% of target-
ed civilian sites in November 2021.
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November 2021 recorded the lowest number of security cases all over Syria, since 
July of the same year, with a decrease of about 16% below the average.
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Victims and Violations:

The Violations Monitoring Team at Harmoon Centre recorded in November the 
killing of at least 94 Syrians, 90 of whom were civilians, including 18 children, 12 
women, and 6 victims of torture.

The distribution of victims by the perpetrator party is as follows: 55 were killed 
by unknown persons, 19 killed at the hands of the regime forces and its militias, 8 
victims succumbed at the hands of the Russians, 8 were killed by the “SDF “ forces 
and the “Kurdish People’s Protection Units” militia, one was killed by the Syrian Na-
tional Army, another was killed in clashes between ISIS and the “SDF” militia, and 
a woman was killed in clashes between the regime forces and gunmen.

During November, members from the regime security forces carried out a mas-
sive campaign of arrests in Damascus and its countryside, including 31 civilians, 
and more than 20 people who were absent from service.

The regime forces arrested 17 civilians from Syrian families, whose members re-
turned from Turkey to their homes in Aleppo, after guarantees given by the mayors 
of the eastern neighbourhoods that they could return without being held account-
able by the regime’s apparatus.

Also, SDF forces arrested a number of civilians in Al-Hasakah, Al-Raqqah and 
Tal Rifaat in Aleppo, on various charges, some of them were charged with dealing 
with the “Islamic State” organization “ISIS”, and others were accused of dealing and 
collaborating with the National Army factions. East of Reqqa, in search of wanted 
men on charges of desertion, in light of the intensification of roadblocks, in con-
junction with a similar campaign north of Raqqa, after which dozens of civilian 
youths were arrested.
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Victims Index

The observatory recorded a decrease in the number of civilian casualties (90) 
in November, compared to 97 victims during the previous month, a decrease of 
approximately 7%.

Daraa governorate witnessed the largest number of casualties, with 24 cases 
in November; an increase of 60% compared to the previous month, followed by 
Aleppo and Deir Ez-Zor which recorded a 35% decrease compared to the previous 
month as well.
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A noticeable decrease in the number of civilian casualties (9) was observed in 
November, compared to 24 casualties recorded last month, a decrease of more than 
60%; This is due to a lower rate of targeting civilian sites within the governorate.

The number of victims of shooting/clashes increased, in all Syria, by more than 
30% compared to the previous month.

In November 2021, the number of casualties due to artillery shelling decreased 
by 47%.



Harmoon Center For Contemporary Studies

33



Harmoon Center For Contemporary Studies

34



Harmoon Center For Contemporary Studies

35

3- Economic and livelihood Monitoring

Living Conditions in Opposition areas in Northern Syria:

The Harmoon Centre monitoring team recorded a significant decrease in the 
number of UN humanitarian relief truck convoys to northern Syria, where no more 
than 100 trucks entered during November, while dozens of trucks loaded with hu-
manitarian aid sent by the Humanitarian Relief Authority and Human Rights have 
entered Human and Turkish freedoms IHH and Qatar Charity Organization.

The markets of the opposition-controlled areas in northern Syria witnessed a 
slowdown in trading, as a result of the high and unstable prices of materials, and 
of the depreciation of the Turkish lira. Residents of these areas complain that the 
prices are no longer commensurate with the monthly income of families.

With the decline of the Turkish lira against the dollar, the Watad Fuel Company 
raised fuel prices in northern Syria, bringing the price of a litre of gasoline to 11.28 
Turkish liras, petroleum to 10.50 liras, and a gas jar to 157 liras.

After a meeting with the Ministry of Economy on November 23, the “Shura Coun-
cil” in the “Government” affiliated with Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham decided to subsidize 
bread, by subsidizing 35 to 40 bakeries, and set the price of a bundle of bread at 2.5 
Turkish liras, weighing 600 grams. These measures resulting from the depreciation 
of the Turkish lira will remain active until the end of the “economic crisis”. 

Monitoring the living Conditions in Regime Areas

The price of the Syrian pound maintained relative stability, during the current 
month, as the exchange rate of the Syrian pound in early November reached about 
3520 Syrian pounds to the US dollar, and 3540 Syrian pounds at the end of the 
month.

Kenan Yaghi, Minister of Finance in the Syrian government, confirmed that the 
government is planning a “potential” increase in salaries, but that such increase 
will not reduce the large difference between salaries and the current inflation rates.
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The Ministry of Administrative Development announced a project to secure 
100,000 job opportunities in public agencies in various Syrian governorates. This 
project was met with great discontent among citizens, because the problem is not 
only related to finding jobs, but rather to salaries that do not exceed $20.(1)

The Minister of Internal Trade and Consumer Protection announced the minis-
try intends to exclude more than half a million Syrians from government support, 
before the end of this year.  

The head of the “Scientific Council for Pharmaceutical Industries” stated that 
pharmaceutical laboratories in Syria need to raise drug prices by 70%, in order to 
continue operating.

The Ministry of Interior revealed that it was now possible to obtain an immedi-
ate passport in one day, in return for 100,000 Syrian pounds, regardless of booking 
a role on the electronic passport platform.

The distribution of petroleum fuel for heating, reached only 25% in Damascus 
and its neighbourhoods. The Ministry of Oil in the regime government justified the 
delay in the arrival of gas cylinders to citizens by “coercive measures imposed on 
the country.”

Most Syrian governorates, especially Damascus, Aleppo, Hama and Lattakia, 
witnessed a clear increase in the hours of electricity rationing. The rate of rationing 
ranged between an hour and an hour and a half of electricity, followed by 4.5-5 
hours cut off with the exception of Damascus. The Ministry of Electricity attributed 
the reasons for the increase in electricity tariffs to the cost of its production, while 
the annual deficit in the electricity sector is up to 4.6 trillion pounds, a number that 
threatens the electricity sector(2).

The Ministry of Electricity announced its readiness to supply certain segments 
with permanent electricity, but at the high price of 300 Syrian pounds per kilo-
watt-hour, and for the entire consumed quantity. His announcement sparked an-
ger in the company, since the latter is imposing an unfair rationing on Syrians, 
under the pretext of ” lack of electricity”.

The economic researcher, Dr. Ali Muhammad, told Al-Watan newspaper that a 
family of 4 people needs at least 800,000 pounds per month, to secure basic needs 
( food, detergents, etc.) without counting the housing fees and medical needs, since 

(1)   https://sp-today.com/news/13265

(2)   https://alwatan.sy/archives/279528
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the prices of medical treatments have become high and unaffordable.(3)

At the beginning of November, most Syrian governorates witnessed an increase 
in the prices of basic food and non-food items, by 10 to 25 percent, due to the short-
age of materials and the increase in transportation costs.  The price of additional 
food products, such as eggs and chicken, is expected to increase in the coming 
months at a rate of one thousand pounds per month, due to the cost and lack of 
heating materials needed for poultry houses.

The drop in income, as well as unemployment and the housing crisis led to an 
increase in homeless people of different ages wandering the streets of Damascus. 
This crisis was the object of a special report by Syria TV(4).

Electricity cuts, fuel shortages and lack of fertilizers have caused many farmers 
to refrain from growing apples. A drop in production is expected for this season in 
Damascus. According to a study by the Ministry of Agriculture, the Syrian apple 
ranks third at the Arab level, and 32nd at the global level, and Syria annually pro-
duces about 300,000 tons.(5).

(3)  https://alwatan.sy/archives/280980

(4)  https://www.syria.tv/139809

(5)  https://www.syria.tv/139351 
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living Conditions Index
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Monitoring the Status of the Regime Economy:

In a response to an article published by the European Union Monitor which ac-
cused the bank of acquiring money from buying remittances sent as aid to Syrians 
at a fixed exchange rate ( 2500 SP), which is much lower than the  real black market 
rate (3000 SP per dollar), the Central bank of Syria admitted that these remittances 
have a key role in financing imports of basic materials in hard currency (dollars).(6)

The current public revenues of the Ministry of Finance increased by 160 percent, 
compared to the same period last year, as the revenues collected in the last nine 
months amounted to 1625 billion pounds(7).

The Syrian Ministry of Electricity announced the signing of a cooperation agree-
ment with a consortium of Emirati companies (which it did not name), to establish 
a photovoltaic power plant with a capacity of 300 megawatts in Damascus, with 

(6)  https://sp-today.com/news/13268

(7)  https://alwatan.sy/archives/279701
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the necessary funding for the project. The agreement offers payment facilities for 
“quarterly instalments for 10 years to be paid after the completion of each section 
of the project over a total period of two years”.

The Central Bank of Syria issued a decision that forces Syrian private universities 
licensed by the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research, to collect 
the tuition fees in Syrian pounds from Syrian student, and in foreign exchange (US 
dollars - euros) from the non-resident Syrian students and from Arab and foreign 
students. Resolution included 23  private university operating in Syria, and the pro-
portion of students covered by the decision is estimated at 40 percent of the num-
ber of new students registered for this year.(8)

Syrian exports of vegetables and fruits to the Gulf states and Iraq have declined 
by more than 60%, since the decision to stop exporting potatoes was issued, about 
a month ago.

The trade exchange between Syria and Iran increased by 30 to 40 percent over 
the previous period, and the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Syrian-Ira-
nian Joint Chamber of Commerce stated that the private sector is now tending to 
import Iranian goods and products.(9)

Mohammad Amirzadeh, Vice President of the Iranian Chamber of Commerce, 
revealed that his country’s contribution to the Syrian economy represents only 3%, 
while Turkey’s percentage reaches 30%, and that this indicates Iran’s weakness in 
economic diplomacy, whether in tourism or in other sectors.(10)

Real Estate

A member of the Engineering Offices Committee stated that the lowest apart-
ment price in youth housing is estimated at more than 150 million Syrian pounds, 
even though the cost, with profit, did not exceed 10 million pounds. He pointed 
out that building permits declined in Damascus by a large percentage, due to the 
economic crisis, the lack of liquidity and the decline in the movement of buying 
and selling(11).

(8)  https://alwatan.sy/archives/281896

(9)  https://alwatan.sy/archives/281332

(10)  https://www.syria.tv/140385

(11)   https://alwatan.sy/archives/280987



Harmoon Center For Contemporary Studies

43

The “Ministry of Finance” revealed in its weekly report on real estate sales that 
the average number of daily sale contracts is 1,854, and the average value of the 
daily executed contracts is about 51.4 billion Syrian pounds, while the number of 
leasing contracts executed daily is 966 on average. Most executed sales contracts 
were concentrated in Damascus, with a rate of 25.2%, then Lattakia, with a rate of 
approximately 13%(12).

Drug Industry and Trade:

Harmoon monitors noted that the members of the Lebanese “Hezbollah” mi-
litia seized farms that belong to displaced civilians on the outskirts  of al-Qusayr 
in Homs, in order to grow hashish and Indian hemp, mainly in the cities of Eznia, 
Hawik, Akriba, Abou Houry, Safsafa, Hammam, Douser, Blouza, and Tel-Ahmar 
gardens.

Jordan thwarted 4 attempts to smuggle drugs of various quantities in November, 
including a shipment containing about 65,000 Captagon pills, which was coming 
from Syria through the Nassib border crossing.

An investigation published by (Nidaa Post) revealed the widespread sale of nar-
cotic pills and hashish among SDF fighters in the areas of “Manbij” and east of 
the Euphrates, especially the “Army of Revolutionaries” faction. This army consists 
of hundreds of Arab fighters from Idlib and rural Aleppo. The investigation stated 
that the narcotic pills are brought by leaders from the Kurdistan Workers Party 
and were sold to fighters and to civilians, after they were obtained from the regime 
areas in the towns of “Kfar Nubbul” and “Al-Zahra” in Aleppo, through smugglers.(13)

A report by the Israeli Alma Centre stated that southern Syria has become a 
factory for the production of narcotics, which are then prepared to be smuggled 
into Jordan and the Gulf states. The report stated that the raw materials for the 
manufacture of drugs come from Iranian Isfahan to Karbala’  in Iraq, and are then 
shipped to Deir Ez-Zor, Syria, before arriving at “Bali Airport” in Damascus, with 
the Yarmouk basin in South Syria, being its last stop(14).

A report published by National Interest magazine highlighted the role that the 
US Pentagon could play in disrupting the smuggling of Syrian Captagon, by amend-

(12) https://sp-today.com/news/13193

(13)  https://2u.pw/3C3PH

(14)  https://2u.pw/v4p0O
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ing the National Authorization Act of 2022 (NDAA) In such a way that it will be 
able to treat one of the most neglected by-products in favour of the Syrian regime, 
which is the drug trade(15).

(15)  https://2u.pw/FT9nU
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4- Displacement and Asylum

With the onset of winter the suffering of the displaced in north western Syria is 
renewed, and it includes more than one million displaced people living in random 
camps, with a continuous decrease in the proportion of humanitarian collabora-
tion within the camps.

The Deputy Director-General of the Turkish Immigration Department, Mehmet 
Sinan Yildiz, announced that the Turkish government will not deport any of the 19 
Syrians who were arrested on charges of spreading “banana-eating” clips on social 
media.

According to the High Commissioner for Refugees in Jordan, about 50% of the 
Syrian refugees inside the camps in Jordan have received the vaccine against coro-
navirus (Covid-19).

A municipality in the North Bekaa Governorate in Lebanon issued a circular 
specifying the wages of Syrian workers and domestic workers, residing inside the 
town, and limiting the movement of Syrians inside the town, during night hours.

Mayor of Esenler in Istanbul, Tevfik Gok Soo, said on the 13th of this month that 
the integration of Syrians is improving, and that there is a decrease in complaints 
about the presence of Syrians among Turkish citizens.

The Director of Turkish Education in Gaziantep, Yasin Tepe, revealed that the 
number of Syrian students in vocational schools in Gaziantep is 97,500.

On the 18th of this month, the Budget Committee of the European Parliament 
approved an additional support of 149.6 million euros ($170 million) to help Syrian 
refugees in Turkey.

The Turkish Ministry of Interior opened an investigation into the decision of the 
Bolu Municipal Council to double the fees for some services for foreigners in the 
city, and to require them to pay some of them, according to the exchange rate of 
the US dollar.

The Syrian Network for Human Rights and Reporters Without Borders called 
on the Jordanian authorities not to deport journalist Ibrahim Awad, after he was 
arrested and placed under house arrest in the Azraq camp for Syrian refugees.
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Refugee Crisis on the Borders of Belarus and Poland

The crisis of thousands of migrants, including Syrians, on the border between 
Belarus and Poland has worsened, with temperatures reaching freezing point, thus 
leading to the death of a number of migrants.

The European Union announced that it has placed 20 countries, including Syria, 
under surveillance on suspicion of facilitating the arrival of refugees to Belarus.

Families of ISIS 

The Republic of South Africa, through its ambassador to Syria, has repatriated 16 
South African women and children who were among the families of ISIS who were 
detained in Roj camp in Hasakah governorate.

The security authorities in (SDF) released 46 families, consisting of 189 persons, 
from detainees in al-Hol camp, east of al-Hasakah, most of them from Deir Ez-Zor 
regions, according to clan mediation. 

Amnesty International called on the governments of the countries concerned 
to return detainees from the families of ISIS members in al-Hol camps, stressing 
that tens of thousands of children in al-Hol camp are deprived of their freedom, 
their lives are under threat, and doubts surround their future while their suffering 
continues, since they do not receive appropriate food or clean water and necessary 
services such as care and education. The “Autonomous administration” controlling 
the camp practices arbitrary arrests against girls.
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