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performance of civil society, and to promote awareness about democracy, equal 
citizenship and human rights. It is one of the institutions of the Arab Center for 
Research and Policy Studies in Doha.

Harmoon Observatory:

Harmoon Observatory hires field monitors that report the most im-
portant changes in the actual conflict in Syria, from political, military, 
economic and societal aspects, from different regions and perspectives, 
in order to create an up-to-date knowledge for researchers and to pro-
vide decision makers with an image of the most significant development.
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 A preliminary Summary of Military and Security Events:

The month of December saw no change in the map of military influence did 
not change during December. Clashes persisted on the front lines between the 
main forces and there was a decline in the frequency of bombing and other 
military operations between the various parties for the second month in a row.

During the month of December Russian air attacks took place in Idlib and 
northern Aleppo, targeting residential areas and infrastructure, the most vio-
lent of which occurred during the last hours of 2021 and the first of 2022.

Harmoon monitors noted a relative decline of Iranian militias movement in 
Syria during December. Another decline was noted in the number of ISIS at-
tacks of regime military sites, Iranian militias and Syrian Democratic Forces.  
While the organization used American TOW missiles against an SDF military 
site in Al-Hoss town in Raqqah, which resulted in the killing of four members 
and the injury of others in mid-December.

Tension decreased between the factions in northern Aleppo in areas under 
National Army control. However, security tension grew between the National 
Army and the Suleiman Shah faction, led by Muhammad al-Jasim “Abu Amsha”, 
which was contained by the “Azm” operations room.

On the other hand, the pace of assassinations and military attacks in Daraa 
governorate has risen again following a relative decline during the past two 
months.

There was also an increase in arrests by the SDF militias in areas under their 
control, with the aim of bringing in young men avoiding enlisting for mandato-
ry military service.

The United Nations and its organizations:

The United Nations, through the High Representative of the Secretary-Gen-
eral for Disarmament Affairs Izumi Nakamitsu, called on the Syrian regime to 
fully cooperate with the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, 
during a session held by the Security Council for the review of the 98th monthly 
report of Organization’s Director-General on Syria’s chemical program.
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The United States:

Contrary to what the international media is circulating about an imminent 
withdrawal of American forces from Syria, Harmoon observers did not record 
any change in the number of American forces, while in December, several con-
voys carrying logistical reinforcements from Iraq entered the American bases 
in northeastern Syria. The stories of the American military operations in Syria 
causing civilian casualties continue to make it to American media and political 
circles.  

Human rights activists and the media criticized a special forces clandestine 
unit known as “Talon Anvil” responsible for extensive operations carried out 
by the American forces, during which the unit launched thousands of missiles 
and bombs that targeted ISIS, missing military bases and killing dozens of Syr-
ian civilians in the process. A lawsuit was also filed against the US Department 
of Defense in an attempt to declassify documents related to potential civilian 
casualties, during the military raid that killed an ISIS leader in October 2019 in 
Syria.

On December 3rd the US forces killed Musab Kanaan in a drone strike near 
Idlib, who was a leader in Hurras al-Deen, a branch of “Al-Qaeda” organiza-
tion, the raid resulted in the injury of civilians who happened to be on the road 
where the bike of the victim was targeted.

The US military shot down a drone that entered the airspace of Al-Tanf base 
in Syria, in the largest attack of its kind, after a previous attack with five drones 
last October.

The US forces affiliated with the international coalition carried out two land-
ing operations, one on December 7, in Al-Alwa area east of Al-Shuhail in Deir 
Ezzor, which ended with the bombing of the house targeted by the landing; The 
second was on December 13th in the city of Al-Busaira east of Deir ez-Zor, with 
the participation of two helicopters and infantry soldiers. The attack resulted 
in the killing of 5 people from the Khalaf al-Wahhab family, and the arrest of a 
one individual accused of belonging to the Islamic State.
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European countries

On December 14th a Danish court imposed a fine of five million euros on a 
Danish company specialized in supplying fuel, as well as on its CEO, on charges 
of violating the European embargo on the Syrian regime by selling fuel to the 
Russian Air Force.

Western media sources said the European Union intends to impose sanc-
tions on the secret “Wagner Army”, which is active in several countries on be-
half of the Russian army, and to include it on the “black list”, within the sanc-
tions regime for Syria.

Turkey

 December witnessed limited movements of the Turkish army in northern 
Syria, with a decrease in the pace of establishing observation points, and a 
decrease in the number of Turkish military columns that entered for routine 
switching purposes. 

The Turkish Ministry of Defense announced the killing of a sergeant from its 
forces operating in Idlib countryside.

On December 13, the Turkish army bombed positions of regime forces in 
Idlib, in response to regime forces’ bombing areas of northern Syria controlled 
by the opposition factions.

On December 26th the Turkish army bombarded with artillery the positions 
of the Syrian Democratic Forces in Tal Tamer countryside in Al-Hasakah Gov-
ernorate, northeastern Syria.

Hurryet newspaper reported” “The Turkish government said that the Turk-
ish army dug a 230 km trench on the M4 road (Aleppo – Al-Hasaka) to prevent 
what it described as “terrorist attacks “.

In December, the Turkish Ministry of Defense announced the “neutraliza-
tion” of members of the Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG) who tried 
to infiltrate and launch an attack in the area of Nabaa Al-Salam   Operation in 
northern Syria.

The Turkish security authorities arrested in Kaysari two Syrians linked to 
Kurdish organizations that Turkey classifies as terrorist.
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Russia:

Russia continued its policy aimed at enabling the Syrian regime forces to ful-
ly control the Syrian territories, and to justify the presence of its forces in Syria 
by “supporting stability”. It also continued to bombard the areas controlled by 
the Syrian opposition in the north, and to strengthen its military influence in 
the areas controlled by the Syrian Democratic Forces.

On December 22nd in a speech during the meeting of the Russian Defense 
Ministry Russian President Putin, reiterated his claims that the role of the Rus-
sian forces in Syria is to humanitarianly assist the civilian population and en-
sure stability.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said the US military presence in Syr-
ia will end sooner or later, calling on the Kurds to decide their approach to 
dialogue with the Syrian regime.

In the last week of December, Russian warplanes intensified their raids on 
several sites in Idlib and its countryside, especially in Jabal Sheikh Barakat area 
in the city of Darat Izza west of Aleppo, and on the outskirts of Kafr Daryan and 
Maarat Misrin in Idlib, which resulted in the killing of civilians.

The Russian Air force continued their air strikes on several sites south of Deir 
ez-Zor, the most intense of which was on December 5th when 9 Russian raids 
targeted sites believed to be positions for ISIS members.

 On December 20th the Russian forces reinforced their position at Tabqa Mil-
itary Airport with a unit consisting of 13 military trucks, 8 armored vehicles, 
and dozens of members of the Russian Military Police, in addition to dozens of 
members of its Fifth Corps militia.

On December 26th Russian forces reinforced their positions in Ain Issa, which 
is controlled by Syrian Democratic Forces with a military convoy that includ-
ed 7 Trucks of ammunition, logistical equipment, armored personnel vehicles, 
and dozens of elements of the Russian Military Police.
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Iran:

Harmoon monitors recorded a relative decline in the movements of Irani-
an-backed militias in Syria. They also noted that Hezbollah and the pro-Iranian 
Harakat al-Nujaba, added cannons to their camp in al-Tabani area west of Deir 
ez-Zor, and recorded the launching of training courses for their members in the 
aforementioned camp, which they share control over with the Syrian regime 
forces.

The Afghan “Fatimiyoun” Brigade militia, the Iraqi “Al-Nujaba” movement 
and the pro-Iranian “Hezbollah” have reinforced the locations of their missile 
bases west of Deir ez-Zor, in addition to establishing new guard points on the 
administrative borders with Raqqah Governorate.

In mid-December the Iranian Revolutionary Guard brought groups of fight-
ers from Iraq and several Syrian regions to their positions in the village of Al-Sa-
lihiya in Al-Bukamal countryside. The new fighters were accomodated in hous-
es owned by civilians that were seized by the militia members.

Arab countries

Soldier Youssef Mukheiber, from the Syrian border guards, was killed by 
stray bullets, and a Jordanian officer was wounded in a clash that occurred on 
December 24th with a group of drug smugglers from the Syrian side, during an 
attempt to bring narcotic substances into Jordanian territory, near one of the 
regime’s army outposts in As-Suwayda. The clash resulted in the death of one 
of the smugglers. Harmoon monitors reported that the Syrian border guards 
were following the clash without interfering to prevent drug smugglers from 
crossing the border.

Israel

The number of attacks by the Israeli army on Syria has increased compared 
to the past two months, amid intense Israeli intelligence activity in the areas 
near the Syrian border, with Israeli intelligence agents trying to benefit from 
the international escalation against the Syrian regime’s chemical weapons pro-
gram.
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In an interview with Israeli Army Radio, Israeli Intelligence Minister Eliezer 
Stern stressed the “necessity to prevent” Damascus from acquiring chemical 
weapons, after the issuance of a report talking about Israel targeting chemical 
facilities in Syria.

On December 26th during a session held in the Golan Heights, the Israeli oc-
cupation government approved a plan to double the number of settlers in the 
occupied Golan.

In December, Israeli air raids targeted in five separate attacks several loca-
tions in Syria, most notably two attacks on the port of Latakia, mainly on con-
tainers that Israeli sources said contained military equipment stored in the 
port by Iran.

The British “Air Wars” website revealed in a report that 631 people were killed 
during the Israeli raids on Syria from the beginning of 2013 until last October, 
noting that 50% of the groups targeted by the Israeli raids in Syria were most 
likely Military parties linked to Iran.

Syrian regime

The Syrian regime continued its approach of denying the possession of 
chemical weapons as a response to international efforts pressuring the regime 
to reveal what it hides from such weapons, at a time when it tried internally to 
impose complete control over Al- Suwayda. The governorate has witnessed for 
several months the emergence of armed factions, while the regime forces and 
its militias continue targeting the opposition-controlled areas, with a military 
de-escalation noted in the north of Syria, and the consolidation of the lines of 
contact between the controlling forces. 

Syria’s permanent representative to the United Nations claimed, during a 
session of the UN Security Council, that his regime continues to cooperate with 
the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, and demanded the 
need to get rid of weapons of mass destruction in the Middle East, “because 
they threaten regional and international peace and security,” as he put it.

Local media sources in As-Suwayda Governorate reported that Assad’s forc-
es have begun to build up the As-Suwayda National Hospital, amid large se-
curity reinforcements belonging to the Internal Security Forces and the 15th 
Division of the regime’s army in southern Syria.
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During December, the regime army and supporting militias continued their 
attacks on areas in Idlib and northern Aleppo, with a decrease in the number of 
attacks for the second month in a row.

On December 27th the Syrian regime army redeployed a number of its secu-
rity elements east of Al Bou- Kamal in Deir Ez-Zor on the Iraqi border, after it 
had withdrawn from there about 6 months ago.

In mid-December the Syrian regime forces reinforced the positions of the 
93rd Brigade, in Ain Issa, which is under the control of the “SDF” north of 
Raqqah, after a meeting with the latter under Russian auspices.

During the month of December, the regime’s military police carried out ar-
rest and detention campaigns for young men in Raqqah governorate wanted 
for mandatory military service. The largest of these campaigns was in the west-
ern countryside of Raqqah and in the southern town of Dibsi Afnan, on Decem-
ber 26th.

December witnessed a return in assassinations and military attacks in Da-
raa governorate, where Harmoon monitors recorded more than 40 different at-
tacks, distributed throughout the governorate. No party claimed responsibility 
for the attacks.

The Syrian regime announced the release of 21 detainees in Daraa, as part of 
the settlement sponsored by Russia during the past months.

These releases were met with human rights criticism of the absence of politi-
cal detainees, and the release of dangerous criminals, especially that the regime 
authorities do not specify the charges for which the released were arrested.

On the 17th of this month members of the State Security branch carried out 
a campaign of arrests that included a number of owners of car offices within 
Aleppo after they refused to move their offices to the “Ramousah” roundabout 
and the Garage area, by orders of the regime forces.

Tension and caution prevail in As-Suwayda Governorate as a result of regime 
forces reinforcing their positions in various areas during the month of Decem-
ber, in addition to the military fortifications built by the “Fourth Division” on 
the roof of the National Hospital in the city.

Five people were killed in December, and three others were injured, on the 
20th of this month, after the regime forces targeted protests near a roundabout 
in the center of As-Suwayda Governorate. The protestors were calling for the 
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release of a young man who had been arrested by the regime forces. A police-
man was killed and a captain was wounded, in addition to another member 
of the “Political Security” branch in As-Suwayda, as a result of confrontations 
between the security forces and local factions in As-Suwayda, on the 20th of 
this month.

Jihadist Factions:

Harmoon monitors recorded a remarkable development in ISIS operations 
during December, revealed in the organization’s use of American TOW missiles 
against a military site belonging to the SDF militia in the town of Al-Hoss in 
Raqqa, thereby killing four members and wounding others in mid-December.

Harmoon monitors recorded, during December, various attacks by unknown 
fighters, believed to be affiliated with the Islamic State, targeting the regime 
forces, Iranian militias, Russian joint patrols, and militias supporting them in 
Reqqa, Deir ez-Zor, and the Badia of Homs. These attacks resulted in a number 
of deaths among the targeted forces, the most prominent of which were the one 
of December 24, in which four members of the pro-Iranian “Al-Baqir” militia 
were killed, on the Deir Ez-Zor road.

On December 5th an ISIS ambush targeted a Russian military patrol on the 
road to the Kasaiba oil field, south of Deir Ez-Zor, thus injuring a number of 
Russian soldiers.

On December 24th fighters from the Islamic State attacked a convoy of oil 
tanks belonging to the regime affiliated Al-Qatirji Company on the road be-
tween Raqqah and Al-Hasakah.

On December 11th a Russian aircraft targeted the home of Muslim al-Shis-
hani, the leader of the “Jund al-Sham” faction”Near the village of Al-Jadida in Jisr 
al-Shughur, west of Idlib, which led to the killing of 3 civilians and the wound-
ing of others, and the survival of Muslim al-Shishani. People close to al-Shis-
hani accused “Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham” of betraying al-Shishani whose faction 
has waged repeated confrontations during the past months in Lattakia against 
the “Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham”.

On December 16th Deir Hassan village in the northern countryside of Idlib 
witnessed a protest by dozens of demonstrators against “arbitrary arrests” car-
ried out by “Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham””.
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On December 18th Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham announced the graduation of the 
“Group Leader” course for dozens of military brigade fighters, after they at-
tended a course run by the organization’s “Military Academy”.

Kurdish Autonomous Administration (SDF)

On December 20th the Syrian Democratic Forces’ security unit expelled 14 
families from Tal al-Saman camp in Deir Ez-Zor north of Raqqah, under the 
pretext their presence posed a security risks to the camp.

During the month of December, sites belonging to the SDF witnessed bomb-
ing operations by the Syrian National Army, the most prominent of which was 
on December 20th when a number of SDF fighters were killed by bombing tar-
geting their positions in Tal Tamr and in the vicinity of Umm al-Kif village, 
north of Al-Hasaka.

The front lines between the Syrian Democratic Forces and the Syrian Nation-
al Army in Manbij, near Umm Adasa and Al-Yashli, and the contact lines near 
Al-Bab, witnessed several clashes during December which resulted in deaths 
and injuries among the SDF.

The Syrian Democratic Forces continued their policies of forced conscrip-
tion in the areas under its control, and during December it launched its largest 
campaign in months. The campaign resulted in the arrest of dozens of young 
men in the city of Raqqah and its countryside.

On the 17th of this month a group affiliated with the Democratic Union Party 
(PYD) known as the “Joanine Shorshakar” group, attacked the office of the local 
council in al-Darbasiyah area, north of Al-Hasaka, after assaulting the staff.

The opposition National Army factions in northern Syria:

Northern Syria witnessed security tension between the National Army and 
the “Suleiman Shah” faction led by Muhammad Al-Jassem “Abu Amsha”, against 
the backdrop of the faction’s demand to implement the terms of an agreement 
by handing over some of its leaders involved in crimes, for investigation and 
trial by the Azm Force Operations Room.



Harmoon Center For Contemporary Studies

12

The “Syrian National Army,” through its official spokesman, Major Yousef al-
Hamoud, denied the army’s recruitment of minors in the ranks of its “Third 
Legion - the Levant Front.”

The Syrian National Army conducted a prisoner exchange with the Syrian re-
gime, at Abu al-Zandin crossing in the countryside of al-Bab city in the eastern 
countryside of Aleppo, on December 16th.
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Military Developments Index and Distribution of Control

The Military Developments Index notes changes in the map of control 
and monitors the military movements of the main war actors in Syria, 
through a monitoring network distributed in the Syrian governorates and 
cities.
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There were no changes in the control map in Syria during the current moni-
toring month: December 2021.

There is a relative decrease in the recorded military movements in Idlib in 
general, compared to last month.
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Security Events Index

The Security Events Index records various security events, such as bomb-
ing, shootings, explosions, killings, arrests, and others, and documents the 
place and date of their occurrence in Syria. The index provides analyzes 
of the event location, its frequency, the increase and decrease in its rate 
compared to previous months, and classifies the events according to the 
authorities responsible for them, the percentage of responsibility and the 
Type of targeted locations, whether civilian or military.
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For the second month in a row, No Syrian governorate was highlighted in red 
on the Harmoon’s security events index

Idlib, Aleppo, Reqqa and Al-Hasaka recorded a significant decrease in the 
number of security incidents during the current month (December 2021), com-
pared to the previous month, with rates of 44%, 43%, 21%, and 13%, respectively.

Deir ez-Zor, Daraa and Hama governorates recorded an increase in the num-
ber of security incidents recorded, during the current month, at rates of 48%, 
33%, and 13%, respectively.

The shooting/clashes cases topped the list of the most recorded security in-
cidents, during the current month, compared to the previous month, with an 
increase of 8%.

there is an increase in the rate of arrests (62) recorded during the current 
month, compared to 38 cases recorded last month, i.e. an increase of 63%.

A decrease of 83% is observed in the number of missile shellings recorded 
during the current month.
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An increase in the number of artillery shelling recorded in SDF-controlled 
areas by more than double, compared to the previous month, with a decrease 
in artillery shelling cases in regime-controlled and opposition-controlled ar-
eas, by 36% and 26%, respectively.

A decrease in the number of shootings/clashes recorded during the month 
(December 2021) by 60% compared to the previous month.

The arrests still maintain the same distribution rates, with the SDF topping 
the list.

For the next month in a row, there is a lack of arrests registered in the oppo-
sition-controlled areas, with the SDF-controlled areas continuing to lead the 
number of recorded arrests.

There is a continuous decrease, from month to month, in the number of 
landmine explosions throughout Syria.

All the killings and assassinations recorded during the month, were within 
the areas controlled by the Syrian regime.
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Despite a clear decrease in the number of security incidents caused by the 
armed opposition, ( from 125 in the last month, to 98 during the current month, 
a 24% decrease), the armed opposition forces are still - for the second month in 
a row - at the forefront of the parties responsible for security incidents in Syria, 
after “unknown” parties.

 There is a clear decrease in the number of security incidents caused by the 
regime forces, during the month (85), with a 24% decrease recorded, compared 
to the previous month.

A clear decrease in the number of security incidents caused by Turkish forc-
es during the current month (8); A decrease of 62% recorded, compared to the 
previous month.

An increase in the number of security incidents by the (Syrian Democratic 
Forces / SDF) and Russian forces, during the current month, with 40% and 77%, 
respectively, compared to the previous month.
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There is a significant increase in the number of civilian sites targeted during 
the current monitoring month, 255 buildings, i.e. an increase of approximately 
67%, compared to 152 civilian sites targeted during the past month.

Deir Ez-Zor governorate topped the list of civilian targeted, as 61 cases were 
recorded, an increase of 85%, compared to 33 civilian sites targeted during the 
past month.
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93% of the sites targeted by the SDF during the current month were civilian, 
compared to 83% by the regime forces, and 23% by the armed opposition forces.

More than 55% of these civilian sites were targeted this month by the regime 
forces and (SDF).

42% of the military sites targeted in Syria, during the current month, were 
targeted by the armed opposition forces.

Approximately 44% of the sites in general, and 42% of the civilian sites target-
ed during the current month, are within SDF-controlled areas.

There is a significant increase in the number of civilian sites targeted in op-
position-controlled areas, during the month (December 2021), an increase of 
nearly five times. Similarly, there is a significant decrease in the number of mil-
itary sites targeted in opposition areas, by 88 %.

A significant increase in the number of civilian sites targeted in regime-con-
trolled areas, during the month (December 2021), a nearly threefold increase, 
with a clear decrease in the percentage of targeted military sites within regime 
areas by 50% during the current month.

The general trend line returned to indicate a continuous decline on a month-
ly basis, an average decrease of 6.3%.
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The general trend line returned to indicate a continuous decline on a month-
ly basis, an average decrease of 6.3%.
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Victims and Violations Index

The Victims and Violations Index documents all civilian and non-civil-
ian victims who were killed as a result of military or security operations in 
Syria. It identifies the governorate to which the victim belongs, in addition 
to the place and cause of death, according to basic classifications, includ-
ing shooting, clashes, shelling of all kinds, arrest-torture, and others. The 
index also classifies the victims according to the responsible authorities, 
and to the basic categories (civilians / non-civilians: men / women / chil-
dren) and documents them by name, date and photos with any other infor-
mation coming from reliable sources.
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The observatory recorded a decrease in the number of civilian casualties (78) 
recorded, during the month (December 2021), compared to 90 victims during 
the previous month, a decrease of approximately 13.3%.

Deir Ez-Zor governorate topped the death toll index with 26 casualties during 
the monitoring month, recording an increase of 53% compared to the previous 
month, followed by Idlib and Daraa, which recorded a decrease of nearly half.

There is an increase in the number of civilian casualties (13) in Idlib gover-
norate, during the month, compared to 9 casualties in the previous month, an 
increase of 44%.
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During the month of December 2021, there was a decrease in the number of 
actual victims as a result of landmine explosions, a decrease by 46%.
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Distribution of Victims by Accountability-December 2021

The general trend line of the casualty index still shows that there is a gradual 
monthly decrease, at an average rate of about 5%.
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